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PUBLISHERS'    NOTE. 


Although  the  book  is  published  about  two 
months  after  the  author's  death,  it  wiU  be 
gratifying  to  many  readers  to  know  that  aU  the 
final  p«K,f8  were  p««ed  by  Mr.  Cumberland 
himself.  Therefore  the  volume  in  detail  has  the 
author's  complete  sanction.  We  have  added  to 
the  illustrations  a  portrait  of  the  author. 


FOREWORD. 

This  narrative  is  not,  nor  does  it  purport  to  be  one  of 
general  navigation  upon  Lake  Ontario,  but  solely  of  the 
vessels  and  steamers  which  plyed  during  its  century  to  the 
ports  of  the  Niagara  River,  and  particularly  of  the  rise  of 
the  Niagara  Navigation  Co.,  to  which  it  is  largely  devoted 
Considerable  detail  has,  however  been  given  to  the  his 
tory  of  the  steamers  "Frontenac"  and  "Ontario"  becauw 
the  latter  has  hitherto  been  reported  to  have  been  the  first 
to  be  launched,  and  the  credit  of  being  the  first  to  introduce 
steam  navigation  upon  Lake  Ontario  has  erroneously  been 
given  to  the  American  shipping. 

Successive  eras  of  trading  on  the  River  tell  of  strenu- 
ous competitions.  Sail  is  overpassed  by  steam.  The  new 
method  of  propulsion  wins  for  this  water  route  the  supre- 
macy  of  passenger  travel,  rising  to  a  splendid  climax  when 
the  application  of  steam  to  transportation  on  land  and  the 
mtroduction  of  railways  brought  such  decadence  to  the 
Biver  that  all  its  steamers  but  one  had  disappeared 

The  transfer  of  the  second  "City  of  Toronto"  and  of 
rteamboating  investment  from  the  Niagara  River  to  the  un- 
developed routes  of  the  Upper  Lakes  leads  to  a  diversion  of 
the  narration  as  bringing  the  initiation  of  another  era  on 
the  Niagara  River  and  explaining  how  the  steamer,  which 
formed  its  centre,  came  to  be  brought  to  the  River  service 
The  closing  35  years  of  the  century  form  the  era  of 
the  Niagara  Navigation  Co.,  in  which  the  period  of  deca- 
dence was  converted  into  one  of  intense  activity  and  splen 
did  success.  *»  v  - 


VI 


FOREWORD. 


Chas.  Gildersleeve,  General  Manager  of  the  RicheUeu  & 
On  ano  Navigation  Co..  that  he  would  write  up  the  navf 
gation  history  of  the  Lake  Ontario  and  St  Lawwnee  R-vr^ 

V  t7„r«?       T' '^  ^'  ^'^^  «^«y  ^""^what  sudden- 

The  narration  haa  been  completed  during  the  intervals 
between  senous  illness  and  is  sent  out  in  LfilmentTf  a 
promise,  but  yet  in  hope  that  it  may  be  found  acceptable 
0  transportation  men  and  with  its  local  historicarnotes  in 
teresting  to  the  travelling  public. 

nrn?*?^  T  ^^'^'^  '°  ^^''-  '^  ^^  Robertson,  for  the  re- 
production of  some  cuts  of  early  steamers,  and  particularly 

Pr-nt"  ^"  ^*  ^**T*^'  ^"^^•^•'  ^™*''^«t  "^  Canada,  Mr. 
Frank  Sever^ce,  of  the  Buflfalo  Historical  Society   and 

enough  to  give  much  assistance  which  is  warmly  ackZ- 


Dunain,  Port  Hope. 
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A  CENTURY  OF  SAIL  AND  STEAM 
ON  THE  NIAGARA  RIVER 


CHAPTER  I. 


> 


as 

< 

< 


Tub  First  Eras  of  Canob  and  Sail. 


OINCE  ever  the  changes  of  season  have  come,  wh-i 

,  .u^'T^  ^"""^  ^"^"^  ""^  **P«°  ^ate™  flow,  the  couraes 
of  the  Niagara  River,  above  and  below  the  great  Falls,  have 
been  the  central  route,  for  voyaging  between  the  far  inland 
^unhnes  on  this  continent,  and  the  watem  of  the  Atlantic 

Here  the  Indian  of  prehistoric  days,  unmolested  by  the 
mtrudmg  white,  roamed  at  will  in  migration  from  one  of 
his  hunting-grounds  to  another,  making  his  portage  and 
passmg  m  his  canoe  between  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Osk-* 

7.T^S^''^-  ^"  ^*"  ^*y^  ""^  ^  French  had  es- 
tablished themselves  at  Quebec  and  Montreal,  access  to 
Lake  Huron  and  the  upper  lakes  was  at  first  sought  by 
their  voyageurs  along  the  nearer  route  of  the  Ottawa  and 
French  Rivers,  a  route  involving  many  diflSculties  in  sur- 
mounting  rapids,  heavy  labour  on  numberless  portages 
and  exceeding  delay.  Information  had  filtered  do'n^: 
ually  through  Indian  sources  of  the  existence  of  this  Nia- 
gara River  Route,  on  which  there  was  but  one  portage  of 
but  fourteen  miles  to  be  passed  from  lake  to  lakeTand 

the  little  nver  (Chippawa)  above  the  Falb 

to  fS  !r'°^°^  **"*  ^'^^  **•'  ^""^^'^  *°™«^  «»«'  attention 
to  this  new  water-way,  but  for  many  a  weary  decade  were 
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UMble  to  esUbliah  themselves  upon  it    In  1678  Path.,. 

^«-  "«*"***"*  (Kingston)  to  the  Niagara  Biver 
UonT»  ^.^""'P^  ««*"  ^-^«  come  doTinS 
tion  as  a  remiUMcence  of  their  first  landing  below  what  ii 

ZJ'T^''  ^-«^*«-      P««^«  over^the  "c^" 

two  «^5h  ^  ''"  ^^'  '^""*  "**»"'  *»»«y  built  a  smaU 
two-masted  vessel  ngged  with  equipment  which  thev 
brought  up  for  the  purpose  from  CaUqui.  in  ttllS^ 

This  vessel,  launched  in  1679,  and  named  the  "Grif- 
fon    "1 'ecogmtion  of  the  crest  on  the  coat  of  arn- «# 

v^r  buatTE'  *'*  "^^^"^^  ^'  ^^^TVJr^t 

vessel  built  by  Europeans  to  sail  upon  the  upper  waten. 
and  of  novel  and  unusual  appearance,  that  intCMo^^' 

cnr  ^  "--^  *^  indi^i'tHbe.  a.rr^^- 

Her  life  was  brief  and  the  hist»ry  of  her  movement. 

T'X'-  I  "^'''^  ^'-^^  ""**  ^^^'  »i«°?  through  LaS 
St  CUur  she  reached  Michilimakinac  and  Green  Bay  on 
l^e  Mjchigan.  but  passed  out  of  sight  on  urHu^n  o" 
the  rrturn  journey,  and  was  never  heard  of  afterw^rT 

rinn  T  ^"**  ^^  ''^^  """  *°^  ««"i°g  alow  up^n^ 
Upper  Lakes,  yet  a  great  epoch  had  been  opened  up  for 

o7  the  ^/***"  **  ."'*'  P'«'«°*  ^'y-  It  was'the  entraS 
of  the  white  man.  with  his  consuming  trade  ener«y  into 

th«  «!1T1^  '"''"'^  ^"'»"^°'=y  ^f  t^velling  and 
^^«"  i^  requirements  of  freightage  thia'"one 
Portoge     route  waa  more  increasingly  sought,  and  as  the 
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rwult  of  their  voyagings  these  early  Ft«nch  pioneers  have 
marked  their  names  along  the  waterways  as  ever  remain- 
lug  records  of  their  prowea«^-such  as  Presquile  (almost 
an  island);  Detroit  (the  narrow  place);  Lac  Sainte 
C^r;  Saolt  Ste  Marie  (Bapids  of  St  Mary  Biver) ;  Cap 
Iroquois;  Isle  Boyale;  Rainy  Biver  (after  Ben6  de  Var- 
ennes;  Daluth  (after  Sieur  dr  Luth,  of  Montreal) ;  Pond 
du  Lao  (Hea;    'f  Lake  Superior). 

Prom  here  amounting  up  the  St.  Croix  Biver,  seeking 
the  expansion  of  that  New  Prance  to  -whose  glory  they 
80  ungrudgingly  devoted  their  Uvee,  these  intrepid  adven- 
turers  reached  over  to  the  Mississippi,  and  sweeping  down 
Its  waters  stUl  further  marked  their  way  at  St  Louis 
(after  their  King)  and  New  Orleans  (after  his  capital). 
dJSf  *"  *^^  '^^"'^*°'  territories  to  their  Sovereign's 

The  Niagara  Biver  Boute  then  bei-ame  the  motive 
oentre  of  a  mighty  eircum-vallation  by  which  the  early 
French  encompassed  within  its  circle  the  English  Colonies 
then  skirting  along  the  Atlantic. 

What  a  magnificent  conception  it  was  of  these  intrepid 
*  rench  to  envelope  the  British  settlements  and  strengthen- 
ed by  alliances  with  the  Indian  tribes  and  fortified  by  a 
line  of  outposts  established  along  the  routes  o2  the  Ohio 
and  the  Mississippi,  to  hem  their  competitors  in  from  ex- 
pansion to  the  great  interior  country  of  the  centre  and 
the  west    Standing  astride  the  continent  with  one  foot 
on  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence,  at  Quebec,  and  the  other  at 
New  Orleans,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  interior  lines  of 
commerce  and  of  trade  were  in  their  hands.    They  hoped 
that  Canada,  their  New  Prance,  on  this  side  of  the  ocean, 
was  to  absorb   all    the   continent   excepting  the  colonic^ 
along  the  shores  of  the  sea.    So  matters  remained  for  a 
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of   the   St'  T'  *^*  *"'*  "*™««^«  '«'  tl»e  Po«e«ion 

tJii^M^  ''**°";^^  ^  ^'  »"**  *«°t"l  waterway,  of  which 
th«^.agara  R,ver  waa  the  gateway,  had  pa«eJ' inJo  iSeJ 

way  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids  at  Lewiston  with  difficulty 
These  vessels  were  mainly  smaU  schooners  with  Ce  «ib ' 
11)  accommodation. 

Brit1fl!*n*^'  "''"'''"  ^'^  ^'*°'''**'  »'y  tl>«  French,  the 
Br^ish  Government  began  the  establishment  of  a  maU 
navy  on   Lake  Ontario.     An  official   return  call'd  for 
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by  Lord  Dorcherter,  Governor-Qeneral  of  Canada.  «▼« 
m^'T"'"'    ^1.    M    being    in    1787.    zJmLa. 
220  ton.,  10  jruna^  Seneca,  130  ton.,  18  gona  Caldwell,  37 
S     r^  ""^  ^''^  ■chooner.  of  IOC  ton.  each  being 
bmlt    A.  there  wa.  at  that  time  but  one  merchant  TeaMl 
the  Khooner  Lady  Dorcheeter,  80  ton.,  wiling  on  the  lake' 
and  a  few  «naller  craft  the  property  of  wttlen,  iruumoH 
;  L^"^"^^*''**"  *^*  principal  port.  wa.  mainly  af- 
forded by  the  Government  ve«elt    A.  an  inrtance  of  their 
yoyagmg  may  be  given  that  of  H.M.S.  CaUwett,  which  in 
r793,  carrying  Lady  Dorchester,  the  wife  of  the  Governor. 

rf  ^I'S'  ".  'T^^  ^  ^^*  °^«  "«>  aK«»«We  pa«age 
ct  thirty-Mx  hour,  from  Kingston  to  Niagara  "     ^^ 

In  thi.  same  year  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Kent  [afterwaids 

father  of  Her  Majerty  Queen  Victoria]  i.  reportedL  h^ 

mg  proceeded  from  Kingston  up  Lake  Ontario  to  Navy 

UaU  on  the  Niagara  River  in  the  King.  Aip  Mohawk 

commanded  by  Commodore  Bouohette.  ?*<'*««'* 

yJ°^u  '^^J^^T'  *°  ^^^  merchant  whoonei.  were  the 
york,  built  on  the  Niagara  River  in  1792,  and  the  Governor 
Stmcoe,  m  1797,  for  the  North-Wert  Company'.  uTL 
their  trading  service,  on  Lake  Ontario.  Another  peoorted 
m  1797-the  Tr«Ai«^.^built  at  Brie,  Pa.,  IT^ 
by  Canadians,  portaged  around  the  PaU.  and  run  on  fhe 
wlhin^^''  ^"^  Qneenrton  to  Kingston  a.  the  Lady 

TJe  foreat.  of  those  days  existed  in  all  their  primeval 
condition,  so  that  the  choicest  wood.  wei«  used  in   the 

E^^^Tu  *^/  ""T^    ^*  ""^  ^  ™  »'  «»•  Prince 
Edward  built   of  red  cedar,   under  Captain  Mumey  of 

BeUeviUe,  and  capable  of  carrying  wven  hundred  bamis 

of  flour,  and  of  another  "good  sloop"  upon  fhe  stocks  at 

Long  Point  Bay.  near  Kingston,  being  built  of  black  waL 

nut    A  Khooner,  "The  Toronto,"  built  in  1799,  a  little 
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TmtZ  In-n  ^"''^T''*  ^«»«J-.  "^  bid.  f«r  to  be  the 
.mftoet  Mihng  yeesel  on  the  lake,  and  is  admirably  cal- 
cj^ated  for  the  reception  of  pa««nger.."  ^ST  ^L 

eJ^Lrr  1  ^^"l«  P**««»i*«i  by  the  LienteMmt-Goy- 
emor  and  the  Archbishop,  and  after  a  miccenfnl  and  an- 
.pprecmted  ca«H,r.  flnidied  her  cou,«,  ab^^bJ^S 
whore  on  Gibraltar  Point  in  1811.    The  lo»  of  tha^ 

GenerS  and  t       ,^^  ''  *^'  °"*""*  ^*»"*'  «»«  SoUcitor 
York!  ^LZ     ,  '*'^''!'  '^**  ''««'  P"<^i"«  'n,m 

Two  Bailing  vessela,  the  achoonera  Dove  and  the  BtA^ 
deer  (Capt  Myers)  are  reported  in  1809  a.  p^Xt^ 
York  and  Niagara.    A  third,  commanded  V^Jt^ 

S'  !,^^  ^f  °'''""°'«  **'  "^«P'«^  ^«'««'»  Coffin^' 
This  ,  e„  d'e,p„,  „ay  h„,  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  peenlSty 

l„^J'^*''t'  ""u  *"  °"  ^^««*«'  »  "ported  VEg 
occurred  to  her  she  may  have  been  more  seaworth/S^ 
the  nickname  would  have  indicated 

Of  other  events  of  sailing  vessels  was  the  memorable 
^P  from  Queenston  to  York  in  October.  1812.  of  t^^p 
Smeoe,  owned  and  commended  by  Ca^t.  Ja^^  rLs^^. 

«h«  h!?'*!^^  ^i"*  of  Queenston  Heights,  on  October  13th 

General  ^nVeld"  j"!?  ^7^'"''  P^°«"'  *"-«  *^- 
weneral  Winfield    Scott,    afterwards    the    conqueror    in 

Mexico,  to  be  forwarded  at  once  to  Kingston.    Se  ioi^ 
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of  the  royal  navy  was  then  lying  oflf  the  port  of  YoA  and 
on  her  Mr.  Riohardron,  a  son  of  the  Captain,  waa  lerying 
as  sailing  master. 

As  the  Simcoe  approached  she  was  recognized  by 
young  Richardson,  who,  putting  off  in  a  small  boat,  met 
her  out  in  the  lake  and  was  much  surprised  at  seeing  the 
ciowded  state  of  her  decks  and  at  the  equipment  of  his 
father,  who,  somewhat  unusually  for  him,  was  wearing  a 
sword. 

The  first  words  from  the  ship  brought  great  joy— a 
great  battle  had  been  fought  on  Queenston  Heights— the 
enemy  had  been  beaten.  The  Simcoe  waa  full  of  prisoners 
of  war  to  be  transported  at  once  to  the  Moira  for  convey, 
ance  to  Kingston.  Then  came  the  mournful  statement. 
General  Brock  has  been  kiUed."  The  rapture  of  victory 
was  overwhelmed  by  the  sense  of  irreparable  loss.  In  such 
way  waa  the  sad  news  carried  in  those  sailing  days  to 

The  Minerva,  "Packet,"  owner  and  buUt  by  Henry 
Gildersleeve,  at  Pinkie's  Point  in  1817,  held  high  repute. 
Richard  Gildersleeve  emmigrated  from  Hertfordshire,  Eng- 
land, in  1635,  and  settled  in  Connecticut.  His  great-great- 
grandsin,  Obadiah,  established  a  successful  shipbuilding 
yard  at  "Gildersleeve,"  Conn.  Henry  QUdersleeve,  his 
grandson,  here  learned  his  business  and  soming  to  Pinkie's 
Point  in  1816  assisted  on  the  Frontenao,  and  continuing 
in  shipbuilding,  married  Mrs.  Pinkie.  When  Minerva  ar- 
rived at  Kingston  she  was  declared  by  Capt.  Murray,  R.N , 
to  be  in  her  construction  and  lines  the  best  yet  turned 
out,  as  she  proved  when  plying  as  a  "Packet"  between 
Toronto  and  Niagara. 

Many  sailing  vessels  meeting  with  varying  saoeesi, 
were  plying  between  aU  the  ports  on  the  lake.  The  voy- 
ages were  not  always  of  the  speediest    "The  Otledonia," 
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•chooner,  is  reported  to  have  t»kmn  .«,  ^       *_      « 

to  York.      MrM  P  WwL?7  "^  ^  *«»  Pmoott 

from  SUg^  to  ToA  J«  ??,1'  "'  ^''^  «*^'  •«*^ 

mond"  packet  a  alnnn  «#         u     ^  "*•  ***  *•"•■ 

b«Tel  bulk."  ^   *^'  °'  2e.  per 

no  d'^br::2mTr::rt  r  •  'tv^^'  ^°* 

tained.    In  the  «ZII^    I  that  time,  and  eadly  «««,. 

The  reporta  of  the  "nacket"  <liM..:k.   k  .  . 

comfortable  and  weatherlv  .2i  ,'^''  **  ^**^ 

np  her  time-^l«  gh^'^J;  "1^'^, '^'^  »  k«^i^ 
fully  on  the  ronte  untU  iff  ^  l''  -'^°"  "''««^ 
competition  of  the  «t«™^  I       !"!''*  ™ccumbed  to  the 

been  inlZn^  wSTS^^j;'"'  "^  ''"''"^  »»•''>« 
thi.  new  metS  o7Z^JJ^^:ZZL'''%'^'  "*"  **' 
on  ruling  yemeU  qufckly  «^  "  """^  "'  P"-»««" 


CHAPTER  II. 
Tm  First  Stbamboath  on  Lam  Ontawo  and  th*  Nu- 

OARA    RlTB. 

•yHE  era  of  ■teamboating  had  now  arrived.  The  Cl$r' 
1  mont,  bnilt  by  Robert  Polton  ,and  famiahed  with 
Bngliah  engjnea  by  Bonlton  A  Watta,  of  Birminghain,  had 
made  her  flnt  trip  on  the  Hndaon  from  New  York  to 
Albany  in  Aognat,  1807,  and  waa  afterwarda  oontinaing 
to  ran  on  the  river. 

In  1809  the  Accommodation,  built  by  the  Hon.  John 
Molaon  at  Montreal,  and  fitted  with  enginea  made  in  that 
eity,  waa  running  auoceaafoUy  between  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  being  the  firat  ateamer  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
in  Canada. 

The  experience  of  both  of  thews  veaula  had  ahown  that 
the  new  qratem  of  propulaon  of  venela  by  ateam  powar  waa 
commercially  profitable,  and  aa  it  had  been  proved  auc- 
ceaeful  upon  the  river  water,  it  waa  but  i«aaonable  that  ita 
application  to  the  more  open  watera  of  the  lakea  ahould 
next  obtain  consideration. 

The  war  of  1812  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  its  constant  invadona  of  Canada 
had  interrupted  any  immediate  expanaion  in  ateamboatins' 
onterprisea.  ^^ 

Peace  having  been  declared  in  February,  1815  the 
projects  were  immediately  revived  and  in  the  apriilg  of 
that  year  a  British  company  waa  formed  with  shareholders 
in  Kingston,  Niagara,  York,  and  Preacott,  to  build  a  iteam- 
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with  great  eclat  on  liT^ur^;  TrT'  Z"  '^"^'^"^ 
had  been  built.  ^       Prontenao  in  which  the 

UnifedtutL^i:  :LTrr  '''r-^-  *'~  -  the 

•e-h  up  the  :tarofieTrhr/jr  "*^  ** 

Moertain  to  which  aide  JtZ  *  ™«^  y«»"  ago  and 
palm  for  placing  the  fll^       L"  ***  ^  '^'^^  «». 

owingtoaatatementmade  mI!^J!i.^  ?*  ""''J*'*'  ""^ 
a  diatant  pn*.  the  n^'        t     "'  ^°*''  «"«neoualy.  in 

;jht  to  na^te  b^i  and  ClTbv  'Z.'"  "^''"^'^ 
Ontario.  veaaela  by  ateam  on  Lake 

J-  "amorta,    ""d  previomly  been  gnmted  to 
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the  Faltoo  pulMnhip  by  tlM  LtgkUtun  of  the  8Ut« 
of  New  York. 

The  terms  of  the  agreement  let  oat  that  the  gnuiteee 
were  to  pay  uunuOly  to  the  gruton  <me-hAlf  of  all  the 
net  profits  in  ezoe«  of  a  dividend  of  12  per  eent.  upon 
the  inveitment.  On  the  16th  of  the  next  month  a  bill  wae 
pa*ed  in  the  Legislature  of  New  York  incorporating  tho 
"Ontario  Steamboat  Co^"  but  in  eonseqaenoe  of  the  too 
early  adjournment  of  the  Jjegislatnre  did  not  beeome  law. 

At  this  time,  (February,  1816)  the  construetion  of  tho 
Canadian  boat  at  £mestown  was  well  under  way. 

By  an  assignment  dated  August  16th,  1816,  Lasher 
and  others  became  partners  v.Ith  Smyth,  and  as  a  result 
it  is  steted  (Hough— History  of  Jefferson  County,  N.Y.) 
"a  boat  waa  commenced  at  Sackett's  Harbor  the  same 
sum.nier." 

Three  weeks  after  the  date  of  this  commencing  of  the 
boat  on  tLe  American  side,  or  Sackett's  Harboar,  the 
Frontenac,  on  the  Canadian  side,  was  launched  on  the  7th 
September,  1816,  at  Finkle's  Point. 

In  the  description  of  this  launch  of  the  Frontenoe 
given  in  the  September  issue  of  the  Kingston  Oaaette,  the 
details  of  her  size  are  stated.  "Length,  170  feet;  beam,  82 
feet;  two  paddle  wheels  with  circumference  about  40  feet. 
Registered  tonnage,  700  tons."  Further  stetemenU  made 
•re,  'Good  judges  have  pronounced  this  to  be  the  best 
piece  of  naval  architecture  of  tho  kind  yet  produced  in 
America."  "The  machinery  for  this  valuable  boat  was  im- 
ported from  England  and  is  said  to  be  an  ezceUent  struc- 
ture. It  is  expected  that  she  will  be  finished  and  ready  for 
use  in  a  few  weeks." 

Having  been  launched  with  engines  on  board  in  early 
September  the  Frontenac  then  sailed  down  the  lake  from 
Ernestown  to  Kingston  to  lay  up  in  the  port. 
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^'^TqZC^V^  ""'^  ^P*^'"^'  ^e  of  the 

to  the  steame/nam^d  On?r  T-,^"''^  *°  ^"^«  ^^'^"^ 
vessel.  °  "'""^^  'or  the  United  States 

.VacAe^W'/Sft^r- detTrf"'''    T    ^^'^^    ^««<'*«<'   «« 
first  appeared  as'a  pt^^li  ^'Lir^r  ^-h.  to  have 
icles  in  "Niles  V,J";"^^^^'lf''J^^.  ^f-fi  chron- 
;n  the  United  States  i  muZe  Ma'r^laT  i^  ?*' 
It  was  copied  verbatim  as  above  b'v  t!7?     *      ^"^  ^'" 
-d  afee        d3  ,,  ,,,  Queb^^^a^.r,,^rtp^Ta5S' 

-^r  i^rx^^r^^^^^^^^  -  -  oi  r 

wording  of  the  item    »h,«i.  T  7^  "^^  "*^«  '^  the 

sailed  as  clerk  an,!  ««  ^  *  ■  *P*-  ^*°  ^leve,  who 

-t  3tea.,::^tr^Tjttsike«.s''s:;^"^:^'  *^» 

1816."  HeXliv^H*a^"'''^*2 ^"'^'  ^  ^"^. 
quent  iUustrarns  o7the  0«<!^f  h^V**^*''^  *"  ■"««- 
ther  information  of  thl  a       *      ^*''*  **«°  ***«»•   Fnr- 
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Sackett'8  H8rbor"-"the  Navy  Department  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  generously  delivered  a  sufficiency  of  tim- 
ber for  the  construction  of  the  vessel  for  a  reasonable  sum 
of  money  "-"the  boat  is  now  built  "-"the  cost  so  far  ex- 
ceeds the  means  which  mercantile  men  can  generally  com 
mand  that  they  are  unable  to  build  any  further"— "the 
English  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  have  construct- 
ed a  steam  boat  of  seven  hundred  tons  burthen  avowedly 
for  the  purpose  of  engrossing  the  business  on  both  sides 
01  the  lake. 

All  this  indicates  that  the  American  boat  had  not  been 
launched  and  in  December  was  still  under  construction. 

It  is  more  reasonable  to  accept  the  statements  of  Capt 
Van  Cleve  and  others  close  to  the  scene  of  operations 
rather  than  to  base  conclusions  upon  the  single  item  in 
the  publication  issued  at  so  far  a  distance  and  without 
definite  details. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  item  in  Niles  Register 

should  have  read  "was  Utely  commenced."  instead  of 

was  lately  launched."    The  change  of  this  one  word 

would  bring  It  into  complete  agreement  with  aU  the  other 

evidences  of  the  period  and  into  acord  with  the  facts. 

No  absolute  date  for  the  launching  of  the  Ontario  or  of 
the  giving  of  her  name  has  been  ascertainable,  but  as  she 
was  not  commenced  untU  August  it  certainly  could  not 
have  b««f  until  after  that  of  the  Frontenac  on  Sept.  7th, 
1816.  The  first  boat  launched  was,  therefore,  on  the 
Canadian  side. 

The  movements  of  the  steamers  in  the  spring  of  1817 
are  more  easily  traced.  Niles  Register,  29th  March.  1817, 
note^  The  steamboat  Ontario  is  prepared  for  the  lake  " 
and  Capt.  Van  Cleve  says,  "The  first  enroUment  of  the 
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Ontario  in  the  ciutoms  office  was  made  on  11th  April  " 
and  "She  made  her  first  trip  in  April."  ' 

The  data  of  the  dimensions  of  the  Ontario  are  recorded 
being  only  about  one-third  the  capacity  of  the  Frontena^. 
which  would  account  for  the  shorter  time  in  which  she 
was  constructed.    The  relative  sizes  were: 


Length.         Beam. 

Prontenac    179  32 

Ontario hq  34 


Capacity, 
tons. 
700 
240 


No  drawing  of  the  Frontenac  is  extant,  but  she  has 
been  described  as  having  guards  only  at  the  paddle  wheels, 
the  hull  painted  black,  andas  having  three  masts,  but  no 
yards.  The  Ontario  had  two  masts,  as  shown  in  the  draw- 
ing by  Van  Cleve. 

No  distinctive  date  is  given  for  the  finrt  trip  in  April 
of  the  Ontario,  on  which  it  is  reported  (Beers  His- 
tory of  the  Great  Lakes)  "The  waves  Ufted  the  paddle 
wheeU  off  their  b-^ings,  tearing  away  the  wooden  cover- 
ings. After  making  the  repairs  the  shaft  was  securely 
held  in  place." 

Afterwards  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Francis  Mal- 
laby,  U.  S.  N.,  weekly  trips  between  Ogdensburgh  and 
Lewiston  were  attempted,  but  after  this  interruption  by 
advertisement  of  1st  July,  1817,  the  time  had  to  be  ex- 
tended to  once  in  ten  days.  The  speed  of  the  steamer 
was  found  to  seldom  exceed  five  miles  per  hour.  (History 
of  Jefferson  County.    Hough). 

The  Ontario  ran  for  some  years,  but  does  not  seem  to 
have  met  with  much  success  and,  having  gone  out  of  com- 
mission, was  broken  up  at  Oswego  in  1832. 

In  the  spring  of  1817  the  first  mention  of  the  Fron- 
tenac is  in  Kingston  of  her  having  moved  over  on  23rd 
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May  to  the  OoTernment  dock  at  Point  Frederick,  "for  put- 
ting in  a  miction  pipe,"  the  Kingston  Gazette  further  de- 
■cribing  that  "she  moved  with  majestic  grandeur  against 
a  strong  wind."  On  30th  May  the  Gazette  reports  her 
as  "leaving  this  port  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  wood  at 
the  Bay  Quinte.  A  fresh  breeze  was  blowing  into  the 
harbor  against  which  she  proceeded  swiftly  and  steadily 
to  the  admiration  of  a  great  number  of  spectators.  We 
congratulate  the  managers  and  proprietors  of  this  elegant 
boat,  upon  the  prospect  she  affords  of  facilitating  the  navi- 
gation of  Lake  Ontario  in  furnishing  an  expeditious  and 
certain  mode  of  conveyance  to  its  various  ports." 

It  can  well  be  imagined  with  what  wonder  the  move- 
ments of  this  first  steam-driven  vessel  were  witnessed. 

In  the  Kingston  Gazette  of  June  7, 1817,  entry  is  made, 
"The  Frontenac  left  this  port  on  Thursday,  5th,  on  her 
first  trip  for  the  head  of  the  lake." 

The  opening  route  of  the  Frontenac,  commanded  by 
Capt.  James  McKenzie,  a  retired  officer  of  the  royal  navy, 
was  between  Kingston  and  Queenston,  calling  at  York 
and  Niagara  and  other  intermediate  ports.  The  venture 
of  a  steamer  plying  on  the  open  lakes,  where  the  paddle 
wheels  would  be  subjected  to  wave  action,  was  a  new  one, 
so  for  the  opening  trips  her  captain  announced,  with  the 
proverbial  caution  of  a  Scotchman,  that  the  calls  at  the 
ports  would  be  made  "with  as  much  punctuality  as  the 
nature  of  lake  navigation  will  admit  of."  Later,  the 
steamer,  having  proved  her  capacity  by  two  round  trips, 
the  advertisements  of  June,  1817,  state  the  timetable  of 
the  steamer  as  "leaving  Kingston  for  York  on  the  1st, 
11th,  and  23rd  days,"  and  "York  for  Queenston  on  3rd, 
13th,  and  25th  days  of  each  month,  calling  at  all  inter- 
mediate ports.    "Passenger  fares,  Kingston  to  Emestown, 
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^  SH \  r"''  ^*''°^*'  *'-^5^'  Yo'k  «,d  Ni- 
gara.  £2.0.0;  Burlington.  £3.15.0;  York  to  Niagara.£1.0.0  " 
Further  excerpts  are:  "A  book  is  kept  for  the  Tntering 
ll^  T'l  .**^*  passengers  and  the  berths  whiohTJ 
choo«  at  which  tune  the  passage  money  must  be  paid.^ 
G^tlemen  s  servants  cannot  eat  or  sleep  in  the  cabin." 
br?na  .h'^"*"'  "^y^^^  ^"^  "^^^  »°d  °^y  either 

"Ail  uJy\.^^  ^~"*''*  °°  '~"<*'  «^«  shillings." 
AU  apphcations  for  passage  to  be  made  to  Capt.  McKen- 

!LL  ?^o^'*'  *"'*  *b«  N**«»™  River  her  career  Ta^ 
dosed  u.  1827  when,  while  on  the  Niagara  River,  1  Z 
set  on  fire,  it  was  said,  by  incendiaries,  for  whose  discov- 
e^her  owners,  the  Messrs.  Hamilton,  oflfered  a  reward  of 
£100.  but  without  result.  Being  seriously  damaged  she 
was  shortly  afterwards  broken  up.  "*™a8«<i,  sue 

Such  were  the  careers  of  the  first  two  steamers  which 
^iled  upon  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Niagara  River,  and  from 
the  data  it  is  apparent  that  the  Frontenac  on  the  British 

tit  r  n".  ^  "**"'"*~**  P^'"'^'*  ^'^  ^^  Ontario,  and 
that  the  Ontarto,  on  the  United  States  side,  had  bee^  the 
first  to  make  a  trip  up  lake,  having  priority  in  this  over 
her  rival  by  perhaps  a  wek  or  two.  but  not  preceding  her 
mjhe  entering  mto  and  performance  of  a  regular  «er- 

With  them  began  the  new  method  for  travel,  far  ex- 

th!?7  "I  "^^  """^  ^*""*^«'  *"y  P^^^-^ly  eating.  «, 
that  the  stage  Imes  and  sailing  vessels  were  quicklydlm- 

This  practical  monopoly  the  steamers  enjoyed  for  a 
period  of  fifty  years,  when  their  Nemesis  in  turn  arrived 
and  the  era  of  raU  competition  began. 
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The  ONTARIO.     1817.    The  sivond  Steamer  on  Lake  Ontarit>. 
From  the  original  drawint;  by  Capt.  Vaw  Cleve 
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The  GREAT  BRITAIN.    \S30, 
By  courtesy  of  Mr.  John  Ross  Robertson  reproduced  from  hia 

*'  Landmarks  of  Toronto."  pafre  29 
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CHAPTER  III. 

More  Steamboats  and  Early  Water  Routes. 
The  River  the  Centre  of  Through  Travel. 

THE  Frontenac  was  followed  by  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
built  in  the  same  yards  at  Pinkie's  Point,  by  Tea- 
bout  and  Chapman,  and  launched  on  22nd  April,  1818,  for 
H.  Oildersleeve,  the  progenitor  of  that  family  which  has 
ever  since  been  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  steamboating  in 
Canada.  He  sailed  her  for  twenty  years  as  captain  and  pur- 
ser, her  first  route  being  a  round  trip  every  ten  days  be- 
tween Kingston,  York  and  Queenston.  The  passage  rates 
at  this  time  were  from  Kingston  to  York  and  Niagara  £3 
($12.00),  from  York  to  Niagara  £1  ($4.00). 

In  1824  appeared  the  first  "City  of  Toronto,"  of  350 
tons,  built  in  the  harbor  of  York  at  the  foot  of  Church 
Street.  Her  life  was  neither  long  nor  successful,  she  be- 
ing sold  by  auction  "with  all  her  furniture"  in  Decem- 
ber, 1830,  and  broken  up. 

Passenger  traffic  was  now  so  much  increasing  that 
steamers  began  to  follow  more  quickly.  The  Lewiston 
"Sentinel"  in  1824,  in  a  paragraph  eulogizing  their  then 
rising  town,  says: — "Travel  is  rapidly  increasing,  regular 
lines  of  stages  excelled  by  none,  run  daily  by  the  Ridge 
Road  to  Lockport,  and  on  Fridays  weekly  to  Buffalo.  The 
steamboats  are  increasing  in  business  and  affording  every 
facility  to  the  traveller."  The  Hon.  Robert  Hamilton, 
who  for  80  many  jears  afterwards  was  dominantlT  inter- 
ested in  steamboating,  launched  the  "Queenston"  in  1825 
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watch  the  movenwnta  of  hi.  own  and  other  ateamerr  .till 

^C).   *""' ''  *'•' ''"' '"''  ^^"^~^^»  *•»•  ^~»- 

«Jl  ^^f ,,">«"  ''^  •d*>d  the  "Canada."  built  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rouge  River  by  Mr.  Jowph  Dennia  and 

ber^niJrJ::^  r  'r  *'•'  *'^"  -taL.  wS  z 

^^Z^  ,^l  ^*"  ""^  ^V"*^  o'  Montreal.    Un- 

der  the  charge  of  Captain  Hugh  Richardson,  her  captain 
and  „,anag,ng  owner,  she  had  a  long  and  notable  career, 
ihe  contemporary  annals  describe  her  as  "a  fast  boat." 
and  as  making  the  trip  from  York  to  Niagara  "in  four 
hours  and  some  minutes." 

,n^^*^^vf  .""-''"*  **  '^°"'°  ^'  ^''^  oJ-l  »«hool,  dominant, 
and  watchful  of  the  proprieties  on  the  quartet  deck. 

On  one  occarion  in  1828,  when  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland. 

MiiiJanrn*"?r™"'  **'  ^^^^  ^"^«'  «°^  i^-<j3^ 

Maitland,  had   taken   passage  with   him  from  York   to 

accused  him  of  undue  exclusivenesa  on  th«  "Canada"  to 
the  annoyance  of  other  passengers. 

To  this  the  doughty  "Captain  and  Managing  Owner" 

17}^  ^f  /  i*""'  '°  '""^'^  *"*  ^""^  t^  accusation  and 
added:     As  long  as  I  command  the  "Canada"  and  haw 

I  '^*  'fT  ***  ^*'^'  "-^  P™"^^*  '^''y  "^ll  be  when 
It  floats  at  the  masthead  indicative  of  the  presence  and 
commands  of  the  representative  of  my  King." 

The  departure  of  his  steamer  from  port  was  announced 
in  an  exceptional  manner,  as  stated  in  the  concluding 
words  of  his  advertisement  to  the  public:  "N.B  A  gun 
will  be  fired  and  colours  hoisted  twenty-five  minutes  be- 
fore  starting." 
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In  another  controversy,  which  arose  from  the  contract 
for  carrying  the  mails  on  the  Niagara  tod*«  havftig  been 
withdrawn  from  the  steamer  "Canada>"  it  was  developed 
that  while  the  pay  to  the  steamer  was  only  Is.  3d.  per  trip, 
the  Government  postage  between  York  and  Niagara  was 
7d.  on  each  letter.  This  charge  the  captain  considered 
excessive,  but  as  the  postmaster  at  Niagara  now  refused 
to  receive  any  letters  from  his  steamer  be  regretted  he 
had  to  make  public  announcement  that  he  was  obliged 
(in  future)  to  decline  to  accept  any  more  letters  to  be 
t«ken  across  the  lake. 

1  le  captain-commander  of  a  lake  steamboat  in  those 
days  was  a  person  of  importance  and  repute.  Unquestion- 
ed ruler  on  his  "ship,"  he  represented  the  honour  of  his 
Flag  and  obedience  to  his  Country's  laws. 

Most  of  them  had  been  officers  of  the  Royal  Navy  and 
had  served  during  the  1812  War,  having  been  trained  in 
the  discipline  and  conventions  of  His  Majesty's  service, 
and  similarly  on  the  American  boats  had  served  in  the 
United  States  Navy. 

At  the  present  day  on  our  Muskoka  and  inland  lakes, 
the  advent  of  the  daily  steamer  is  a  crowning  event,  bring- 
ing all  the  neighbourhood  down  to  the  waterside  dock,  in 
curiosity  or  in  welcome.  Still  more  so  it  was  in  those  early 
times  when  the  mode  of  steam  progression  was  novel  and 
a  source  of  wonder,  and  the  days  of  call  so  much  more  in- 
frequent. 

The  captain  was  no  doubt  the  bearer  of  letters  to  be 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  friends,  certainly  the  medium 
of  the  latest  news  (and  gossip)  from  the  other  ports  on 
the  lake,  and  was  sought  for  tidings  from  the  outside,  as 
well  as  in  welcome  to  himself.  In  particular  evidence  of 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  and  in  his  gallantry,  he  was 


is 


1 


»  A  ('ENTIBY  OP  SAII,  AND  STEAM 

Thor..  were  in  1820  five  steamers  running  on  the  Ni« 
»".    Ok,1,.,„i„„„.  ,„„|  ,|„.  "OajiiK),..  ,„  York  .nT'S 

n  i»J4,  (.,,,„„  Van  Clcve,  of  Lcwinton,  served  for  man. 

»    "w'  ";■„"  ™Y  ■""-«".  o.e„u  h  h„  hiator, 
r„,.f  V    ".^"'-     ^°  ^^2b  she  ran  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Andrew  Este«  between  Youngntown  ZTork 
Y«u„«.t„w„  was  then  a  port  of  ,„uch  importance    It  was 
he  shipping  place  of  a  v^ry  considerable  hard  JoodtL 
Lormg  business  the  trees  being  brought  in  from  t^  ^r 
rounding  country.    Its  docks,  situated  clo«  to  Se  lake  on 
an  eddy  separated  from  the  rapid  flow  of  the  river  forl^ 
an  easily  accessible  contr,  for  the  hatteaux Td  Sni 
ojjo        ^'°"""""-^'^'  -^"  tJ'e  Eastern  porta  on  Uk! 

A  c„„si.l.M.nbIe  ,„antity  of  grain  was  also  at  that  time 
'."sul  i„  the  district,  providing  material  for  the  stone 
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flour  mill  built  in  1840.  This  mill,  grinding  two  liundre.1 
barrels  per  day,  wa*  in  those  days  considered  n  marvel  of 
enterprise.  Though  many  years  ago  disused  for  such  pur- 
pose it  is  still  to  be  seei  just  a  little  afwve  the  Niagara 
Navigation  Company's  Youngstown  dock. 

In  the  way  of  the  nomenclature  of  steamers,  that  of 
the  "Alciope,"  built  at  Niagara  in  1828  for  Mr.  Robert 
Hamilton,  and  first  commanded  by  Captain  McKenzic, 
late  of  the  "Prontenac,"  is  unusual.  This  name  in  ap- 
pearance would  appear  to  be  that  of  some  ancient  goddess, 
but  is  understood  to  be  taken  from  a  technii^al  term  in 
abstract  zoology.  Possibly  it  may  at  the  time  have  at- 
tracted attention,  but  was  evidently  not  considered  satis- 
factory as  it  was  changed  in  18:{2  to  the  iiion;  suitable  one 
of  "United  Kingdom." 

More  steamers  come  now  in  quick  succession.  The 
Hon".  John  Hamilton  in  1830  brought  out  the  "Great  Bri- 
tain" (Captain  Joseph  Whitney),  of  700  tons,  with  two 
funnels,  and  spacious  awning  deck. 

The  route  of  the  "Martha  Ogden"  had  reverted  back 
to  the  lake  trip  between  Lewiston  and  Ogdcnsburgh.  It 
was  her  ill  luck  to  run  ashore  in  1830  and  having  sought 
repairs  in  the  British  Government  naval  establishment  at 
Kingston,  Captain  Van  Cleve  mentions,  with  much  satis- 
faction the  cordial  reception  given  to  the  American  crew 
by  Commodore  Barrie,  and  the  efficient  work  done  for  the 
ship  in  the  Royal  Dockyard.  The  "Martha  Ogden"  closed 
her  days  in  1832  by  beingi  lost  oflF  Stoney  Point,  Lake 
Ontario. 

The  sailing  times  of  the  through  boats  from  the  river 
at  this  time  are  given  as  ' '  the  steamer  Great  Britain  leaves 
Niagara  every  five  days,  the  Alciope,  every  Saturday  even- 
ing, the  Niagara  every  Monday  evening  at  6  o'clock,  and 
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the  Qtutntton  every  Tuewity  morning  at  9  o'eloek  for 
Kingrton,  Broekville  and  PrMoott  (board  ineladed)  $8.00. 

On  the  American  aide  the  Vnit$d  Staiei  and  Oiwtgo 
made  a  aemi-weekly  line  between  Lewiaton  and  Ogdena- 
burg,  calling  at  all  intermediate  porta. 

In  1882  added  "William  IV.,"  an  unusual  looking  eraft 
with  four  funnela;   1884  "Commodore  Barrie,"  built  at 
Kingatou  by  the  Oilderrieeyee,  and  aailed  by   Captain 
Junea  Sinclair  between  (aa   the   advertiaement   atated) 
Preacott  Toronto  (late  York)  and  Niagara."    Commo- 
dope  Bwrie,  after  whom  the  ateamer  wa«  named,  had  a 
^ng  and  creditable  naval  career.    Aa  lieutenant  he  had 
been  with  Vancouver  on  the  Pacific  in  1792,  served  at 
Copenhagen  in  1807,  and  aa  eantain  of  "H.M.8.  Dimgon," 
74  guna,  had  taken  part  in  tae  auocesaful  expedition  at 
Penobaoot  Maine  in  1814.    In  1830  he  had  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Royal  Navy  Yard  at  Kingaton. 

Shipbuilding  on  the  lake  began  now  to  take  a  more 
definite  and  eatabliahed  po<ition.  The  "Niagara  Dock 
Company"  waa  formed  in  lf,35.  Robert  Gilkiaon,  a  Cana- 
dian,  of  Queonaton,  who  had  been  educated  in  ahipbnUding 
ai  Port  Qlaagow,  Scotland,"  returned  to  Canada  and 
waa  appointed  deugner  and  roperintendent  of  the  worka 
•t  Niagara. 

A  number  of  ahipa  were  built  under  hia  charge  The 
first  ateamer  waa  the  "Traveller,"  145  feet  long.  286 
beam,  with  apeed  of  11  to  12  milea  foUowed  by  the  "Tran- 
Mt,"  "Gore,"  and  the  "Queen  Victoria,"  180  feet  long, 
23.6  beam,  with  50  horse  power,  a  «tated  speed  of  12  uiles, 
aad  dewiribed  aa  having  been  "fitted  in  elegant  style." 
This  steamer,  launched  in  April,  1838,  and  commanded  by 
Captain  Thomas  Dick,  introduces  a  family  which  for  many 
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yean  wm  oonneeted  with  steunboatiiig  on  the  Niagart 
River  Route. 

In  her  flret  waaon  Robert  Qilkinaon,  her  builder,  noted 
in  hi«  diary,  Jane  29th:  "On  the  celebration  of  Her  Ma- 
jetty 'a  coronation  the  Victoria,  with  a  party  of  aixty 
ladiea  and  gentlemen,  made  her  fint  trip  to  Toronto,  mak- 
ing the  diatanco  from  Niagara  to  Toronto  in  3  honn  and 

7  minutea,  a  rate  warcely  met  by  any  other  boat." 

"July  2.  Commenced  tripa  leaving  Niagara  7  a.m.,  To- 
ronto 11  a.m.,  and  Hamilton  4  p.m.,  arrived  here  (Nia- 
gara) 8  p.m.  Accompliahed  the  121  milea  in  ten  and  a 
half  houra,  a  rate  not  exceeded  by  any  boat  on  the  lake." 

Th«  advertiaementi  of  the  running  timea  u  then  given 
in  the  preai  are  intereating. 

"The  'Queen  Victoria'  leav«s  Lewiaton  and  Queenaton 

8  o'clock  a.m.  and  Niagara  8.30  o'clock  for  Toronto.  The 
boat  will  return  each  day,  leaving  Toronto  for  theae  placea 
at  2  o'clock  p.m." 

A  further  enlargement  of  the  running  connectiona  of 
thia  ateamer  on  the  route  in  1839  stated: 

"Paaaengen  will  on  Monday  and  Thursday  arrive  at 
Toronto  in  time  for  the  "William  IV."  ateamer  for  Kings- 
ton and  Prescott  Returning.  On  arrival  at  Lewiaton, 
railroad  cara  will  leave  for  the  Falla.  On  arrival  at 
Queenaton  stages  will  leave  for  the  Falls,  whence  the  paa- 
sengers  can  leave  next  day  by  the  steamer  "Red  Jacket" 
from  'hippawa  to  Buffalo,  or  by  the  railroad  cara  for 
Manchester." 

The  "Railroad  Cam"  were  thoee  of  the  "Buffalo  and 
Niagara  Falls  Railroad"  opened  in  1836,  then  running 
two  trains  a  day  each  way  between  Buffalo  and  the  Falla, 
leaving  Buffalo  at  nine  in  the  morning  and  five  in  the  af- 
ternoon.   Manchester  was  the  name  of  the  town  laid  out 
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t^clZ        T^'  ''  ^"^  "P«''*«^  «  ^t  manufactur. 
lag  centre  would  be  established. 

-teateXti^-M  "V"  .^  ^''''''  ^**''  ^^^^^  ™'°«°»«  t^e 
pawrarnvrh  '"    ^T'  ^"'^"''^  "*  »  «•"•  f«r  Chip- 

wnto'  Z        J  T  "*  Q^eer^n  for  steamer  for  To- 
ronto,  Oswego,  Rochester,  Kingston  and  Montreal. " 

The  "cars"  at  Queenston  were  those  of  a  horse  rail 

re^    T''*^  ^"''°^*^'  ""'  ^""''"^  ««»«  traces  ^11 
«tr^  J      '"''  ""^  '°°«  "'*^°  «'«P«"  f«-d  with 

f.r^n"""*  °°\«»«>°  the  "Queen  Victoria"  waa  char- 

offlLrT  !,^"°^°*'  ''*'•  ^"^^  0''^«"«.  being  ma^e^  by 
officers  and  men  from  the  Royal  Navy.     She  printed  a 

at  theTaro^^L"^.""  '^'''''  ^'"'  ^-t'ac^p^I^c: 
■I  ine  lake  ports  as  she  visited  them. 

the  In?.?"'*  T"^  ^^"  '"^^  distributing  point  at 
held  of  tI  nT^"  "^  '^'  ^''*"*  «'^«  ^^  the 
crossing  first  to  Toronto,  was  evidently  sought     In  1840 

tert^^T  £""°r.''-^'^^^^'^  B^bertVerr!!is  !^ 
vertwed  to     Leave  Lewiston  7  a.m.,  Niaitara  7  'in  «  « 

^anding  (wither  permitting)  at  Port' iSSe  ^nL  St' 

sS'wiiirvfaJf ^^^^^  ?  ^r'*^°  *^°*  "-• 

weather  n»ZM  ^    "  *"'*  ""''^°»  the  same  calls, 

weather  permitting,  arnve  at  Lewiston  in  the  evening  " 

boating  Tthetai:::'  r^^  T'^™^'^  '"^  ^°  «*^- 
was  hfw  fh.r^  ^  1  ^'^-  ^  ^f^^t  P"blic  meeting 
th?h«^M  ,  *^  ''^  Queenston  Heights  to  arrange  fo? 
the  building  of  a  new  monument  in  memory  oToTneral 
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Brock  to  replace  the  one  which  had  been  blown  up  by 
•ome  daatard  on  17th  April,  1840. 

DeputationB  from  the  military  and  the  patriotic  aaao- 
ciationti  in  all  parts  of  the  province  attended. 

Pour  Bteamers  left  Toronto  together  about  7.30  in  the 
morning.  The  "Traveller"— Captain  Sandowu,  R.N., 
with  Hia  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  Lord  Syden- 
ham, on  board;  "Transit"— Captain  Hugh  Richardson; 
"Queen  Victoria"— Captain  Richardson,  Jr.;  "Gore"- 
Captain  Thomaa  Dick.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara 
River  these  were  joined  by  the  "Burlington"— Captain 
Robert  Kerr,  and  "Britannia"  froni  Hamilton  and  the 
head  of  the  lake,  and  by  the  "Gildersleeve"  and  "Co- 
bourg"  from  the  Eastern  ports  and  Kingston. 

Amidst  utmost  enthusiasm,  and  with  all  flags  flying, 
the  eight  steamers  assembled  at  Niagara  and  marshalled 
in  the  following  order,  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Queen- 
ston : — 

TRAVELLER. 

GILDERSLEEVE. 

COBOURG. 

BURLINGTON. 

GORE. 

BRITANNIA. 

QUEEN. 

TRANSIT. 

The  sight  of  this  fleet  of  eight  steamers  must  have  been 
impressive  as  with  flying  colours  they  made  up  the  stream. 

Judge  Benson,  of  Port  Hope,  says  that  his  father, 
Capt.  Benson,  of  the  3rd  Incorporated  Militia,  was  then 
occupying  the  "Lang  House"  in  Niagara,  overlooking  the 
river,  and  that  he  and  his  brother  were  lifted  up  to  the 
window  to  see  the  flotilla  pass  by,  a  reminiscence  of  loyal 
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ftryor  which  has  been  vividly  retained  through  a  long  life, 
la  it  not  a  sufficient  justification  and  an  actual  value  re- 
sulting from  special  meetings  and  pageants  that  they  not 
only  serve  to  revivify  the  enthusiasm  of  the  elders  in  an- 
nals of  past  days,  but  yet  more  to  bring  to  the  minds  of 
youth  actual  and  abiding  touch  with  the  historic  events 
which  are  being  celebrated  t 

The  meeting  was  held  upon  the  field  of  the  battle,  the 
memories  of  the  struggle  revived  and  honour  done  to  the 
fallen. 

The  present  monument  was  the  result  of  the  enterprise 
then  begun. 

Much  rivalry  existed  between  the  steamers  as  to  which 
would  open  the  season  first,  pa  tite  boat  which  got  into  Nia- 
gara first  before  Ist  March  was  free  of  port  dues  for  the 
season.  In  this  the  "Transit"  excelled  and  sometimes 
landed  her  passengers  on  the  ice. 

The  Niagara  Dock  Company  in  1842  turned  out  the 
"Chief  Justice  Robinson"  commanded  by  Captain  Hugh 
Richardson,  Jr. 

This  steamer,  largely  owned  by  Captain  Heron  and 
the  Richardsons,  was  spedally  designed  to  continue  dur- 
ing the  winter  the  daily  connection  by  water  to  Toronto, 
and  so  avoid  the  long  stage  journey  around  the  head  of 
the  lake.  For  this  purpose  her  prow  at  and  bdow  the 
water  line  was  projected  forward  like  a  double  furrowed 
plough,  to  cut  through  the  ice  and  throw  it  outwaitb  on 
each  side. 

This  winter  service  she  maintained  for  ten  seasons  with 
conunendable  regularity  between  the  outer  end  of  the 
Queen's  Wharf  at  Toronto  (where  she  had  sometimes  to 
land  passengers  on  the  ice)  and  Niagara.  On  one  oeesr 
sion,  in  a  snowstorm,  she  went  ariiore  just  outside  the  har^ 
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boar  at  Toronto,  and  was  also  oocasionally  frozen  in  at 
both  ends  of  the  route,  bat  each  time  managed  to  extricate 
herself.  After  refitting  in  the  spring  she  divided  the  daily 
Lewiston-Toronto  Boute  after  1850  with  the  second  City 
of  Toronto,"  a  steamer  with  two  separate  engines,  with 
two  walking  beams  built  at  Toronto  in  1840,  which  had 
been  running  in  the  Royal  Mail  Line,  but  in  1850  passed 
into  the  complete  ownership  of  Captain  Thomas  Dick. 

The  steamer  "Rochester"  is  also  recorded  as  running 
betwen  Lewiston  and  Hamilton  in  1843  to  1849. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Expansion  op  Stkamboatinq  on  the  Nuoaba— Its  Dl^ 
CUNB— A  Pinal  Flash  and  a  Move  to  the  North. 

pvURING  this  decade  the  Niagara  River  was  more  in- 
l^  ereasingly  traversed  by  many  steamers,  and  becamo 
the  mam  Ime  of  travel  between  the  Western  and  Centre 
States  by  steamer  to  Buffalo,  and  thence,  via  the  Niagara 
River  to  Boston  and  New  York  via  Ogdensburg  and  Al- 
bany, or  by  Montreal  and,  Lake  Champlain  to  the  Hudson. 
Lewiston  had  become  a  place  of  much  importance,  be- 
ing the  transhipping  point  for  a  great  through  freighting 
business.    Until  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  all  the  salt 
used  in  the  Western  States  and  Canada  was  brought  here 
by  water  from  Oswego,  in  thousands  of  barrels,  from  the 
Onandaga  Salt  WeUs.    Business  in  the  opposite  direction 
was  greatly  active,  report  being  made  of  the  passing  of  a 
consignment  of  900  barrels  of  "Mississippi  sugar,"  and 
200  hogsheads  of  molasses  for  Eastern  points  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

In  addition  to  the  sailing  craft  five  different  steamers 
left  the  docks  every  day  for  other  ports  on  the  lake. 

A  new  era  was  opened  in  1847  by  the  introduction 
with  great  eclat  and  enterprise  of  the  first  iron  steamers. 
The  "Passport."  commanded  first  by  Captain  H.  Twohey 
and  afterwards  by  Captain  Thomas  Harbottie,  was  con- 
structed for  the  Hon.  John  Hamilton,  the  iron  plates  be- 
ing moulded  on  the  Clyde  and  put  together  at  the  Nia- 
gara shipyard  by  James  and  Neil  Currie.    The  plates  for 
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the  "Magnet"  were  similarly  brought  oat  from  England 
and  put  together  for  J.  W.  Gtuin,  of  Hamilton,  the  prin- 
cipal stockholder,  with  Captain  J.  Sutherland  her  cap- 
tain. Both  these  steamers  in  their  long  service  proved 
the  reliability  of  metal  vessels  in  our  fresh  water.  Both 
formed  part  of  the  Royal  Mail  Line  leaving  Toronto  on 
the  arrival  of  the  river  steamers. 

In  the  early  "fifties"  the  "American  Express  Line," 
running  from  I/ewiston  to  Toronto,  Rochester,  Oswego 
and  Ogdensburg,  consisted  of  the  fine  upper  cabin 
steamers  "Cataract,"  "Bay  SUte,"  "Ontario,"  and 
"Northerner." 

The  "New  Through  Linci"  a  Canadian  organization, 
was  comprised  of  six  steamers:  the  "Maple  Leaf,"  "Ara- 
bian," "New  Era,"  "Champion,"  "Highlander,"  "May- 
flower." The  route  they  followed  was:  "Leave  Hamilton 
7  a.m. ;  leave  Lewiston  and  Queen;  o  "bout  half  past  8 
p.m.,  calling  at  all  north  shore  Ontaru  .ts  between  Dar- 
lington and  Prescott  to  Ogdensburgh  j.  Montreal  with- 
out traiMhipment  Returning  via  the  north  shore  to  To- 
ronto and  Hamilton  direct; "  The  through  time  down  to 
Montreal  was  stated  in  the  advertisement  to  be  "from 
Hamilton  33  hours,  from  the  Niagara  River  25  hours." 

A  good  instance  of  the  frequency  of  the  entrances  of 
the  steamers  into  the  harbours  is  afforded  by  an  amusing 
suggestion  which  was  in  1851,  ri:!ade  by  Captain  Hugh 
Richardson,  who  had  become  Harbour  Master  at  Toronto. 

The  steamers  running  into  the  port  seem  to  have  called 
sometimes  at  one  dock  first,  sometimes  at  another,  accord- 
ing, probably,  to  the  freight  which  may  have  ben  on  board 
to  be  delivered.  Much  trouble  was  thus  caused  to  cab- 
men and  citizens  running  up  and  down  the  water  front 
from  one  dock  to  another. 
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The  captain,  whose  views  with  respect  to  the  flying, 
and  the  distinctive  meanings,  of  flags,  we  have  alnady 
seen,  proposed  that  all  vessels  when  entering  the  harbour 
should  designate  the  dock  at  which  they  intended  to  stop 
by  the  Following  signals: — 

For    Oorrie's    Wharf— Union  Jack  at  Bowsprit  end. 

For  Browne's  Wharf— Union  Jack  at  Masthead. 

For  Maitland's  Wharf— Union  Jack  at  Staff  aft 

For  Tinnings  Wharf— Union  Jack  in  fore  rigging. 

For  Helliwells  Wharf— Union  Jack  over  wheelhonse. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  those  days  the  "  West- 
em"  was  the  only  entrapce  to  the  harbour  and  Front 
Street  without  any  buildings  on  its  south  side,  followed 
the  line  of  the  high  hank  above  the  water  so  that  the  sig- 
nals on  the  steamen  %uld  be  easily  seen  by  all.  The  pro- 
posal was  publicly  endorsed  by  the  Mayor,  Mr.  J.  0. 
Bowes,  but  there  is  no  record  of  its  having  been  adopted. 

In  1853  there  was  built  at  Niagara  for  Mr.  Oliver  T. 
Macklem  the  steamer  "Zimmerman,"  certainly  the  flnest 
and  reputed  to  be  the  fastest  steamer  which  up  to  that 
time  sailed  the  river.  She  was  named  after  Mr.  Samuel 
Zimmerman,  the  railway  magnate,  and  ran  in  connection 
with  the  Erie  and  Ontario  Railway  from  Fort  Erie  to 
Niagara,  which  he  had  promoted,  and  was  sailed  by  Cap- 
tain D.  Milloy. 

In  this  same  year  there  was  sailed  regularly  from  Nia- 
gara another  iron  steamer,  the  "Peerless,"  owned  by  Cap. 
tain  Dick  and  Andrew  Heron,  of  Niagara.  This  steamer 
was  first  put  together  at  Dunbarton,  Scotland,  then  taken 
apart,  and  the  pieces  (said  to  be  five  thousand  in  number) 
sent  out  to  Canada,  and  put  together  again  at  the  Nia- 
gara dockyard.  These  two  steamers  thereafter  divided  the 
services  in  competition  on  the  Niagara  Route  to  Toronto. 
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These  yean  were  the  lenith  period  for  ateamboating 
on  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Niagara  River,  a  constant  bqc- 
cesnoa  of  steamers  passing  to  and  fro  between  the  ports. 
Progress  in  the  Western  States  and  in  Upper  Canada  had 
been  unexampled.  Expansion  in  every  line  of  business 
was  active,  population  fast  coming  in,  and  the  construc- 
tioD  of  railways,  which  was  then  being  begun,  creating 
large  expenditures  and  distribution  of  money.  The 
steamem  on  the  water  were  then  the  only  method  for 
speedy  travel,  so  their  accommodation  was  in  fullest  use, 
and  their  earnings  at  the  largest. 

The  stage  routes  around  the  shores  of  the  lakes  in 
those  dajrs  were  tedious  and  trying  in  summer,  and  in 
winter  accompanied  by  privations.  The  servi<^es  of  the 
steamers  in  the  winter  were  greatly  appreciated  and  main* 
tained  with  the  utmost  vigour  every  year,  particularly  for 
the  carriage  of  mails  between  Toronto,  Niagara,  Queens- 
ton  and  Lewiston,  for  which  the  steamer  received  in  win- 
ter £3  for  each  actual  nmning  day,  and  between  Toronto 
and  Hamilton,  for  which  the  recompense  was  £2  for  ser- 
vice per  day  performed.  • 

In  1851  the  Chief  Justice  BoUnson  is  recorded  (Gor- 
don's Letter  Books)  as  having  run  on  the  Niagara  River 
during  11  months  of  the  year.  The  remaining  portion, 
while  she  was  refitting,  was  filled  by  the  second  City  of 
Toronto. 

It  is  mentioned  that  at  one  time  she  went  to  Oswego 
to  be  hauled  out  on  the  marine  cradle  there  at  a  charge 
of  25  cents  per  ton. 

In  1852-53  the  services  were  performed  by  the  same 
steamers.  In  1854  the  Peerless  made  two  trips  daily  dur- 
ing ten  months,  the  Chief  Justice  Robinson  taking  the  bal- 
ance of  this  service  and  also  filling  in  during  the  other 
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months,  with  the  second  City  of  Toronto  on  the  Hamilton 
Route. 

The  winter  service  to  the  Niagara  River  for  1855  was 
commenced  by  the  Chief  Justice  Bobin.s.jn  on  1st  January, 
the  steamer  crossing  the  lake  on  22  days  in  that  month. 
February  was  somewhat  interrupted  by  ice,  but  the  foil 
service  between  the  shores  was  performed  on  23  days  in 
the  month  of  March. 

So  soon  as  the  inner  water  in  the  harbour  of  Toronto 
was  frozen  up  all  these  services  were  performed  from  the 
outer  extremity  of  the  Queen's  Wharf,  und  in  the  mid- 
winter months  mostly  from 'the  edges  of  the  ice  further 
out,  the  sleighs  driving  out  alongside  with  their  passengers 
and  freight.  It  seems  difficult  for  us,  in  these  days  of 
luxury  in  travel,  to  comprehend  tha  difficulties  under 
which  the  early  travellers  laboured  and  thrived. 

There  was  a  wonderful  and  final  exploit  in  the  winter 
business  of  the  Niagara  River  Route. 

The  "Niagara  Falls  and  Ontario  Railway"  was  opened 
as  far  as  Lewiston  in  1854  and  by  its  connection  at  the 
Falls  with  the  New  York  Central  Railway  brought  during 
its  first  winter  of  1854-55  great  activity  to  the  Niagara 
steamers. 

The  Crimean  War  was  in  progress  and  food  products 
for  the  armies  in  the  field  were  being  eagerly  sought  from 
all  places  of  worljl-supply  and  from  America.  Shipments 
were  accordingly  sought  from  Upper  Canada.  In  sum- 
mer the  route  would  be  by  the  Erie  Canal  to  Albany  or 
by  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Montreal,  but  both  routes  were 
closed  in  winter. 

The  New  York  Central  had  been  connected  as  a  com- 
plete rail  route  as  far  as  Albany,  where,  as  there  was  no 
bridge  across  the  Hudson,  transportation  was  made  by  a 
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fMTjr  to  Um  Eud$on  Bivtr  RtiOrMd,  on  Um  «nMt«  ■horv 
for  New  York,  or  to  tbe  WetUm  Bnlroad  for  Boston. 

TkoN  wM,  at  that  time,  no  railroad  arovad  tiie  head 
of  Laka  Ontorio  so  a  Freight  Route  by  tteanier  aeroa  the 
lake  waa  (q>ened  to  Lewirton,  from  where  rail  oonneetion 
eoold  be  made  to  the  Atlantio. 

In  Jantury,  1855,  large  ahipmenta  of  flour  made  from 
Upper  Canada  milla  along  the  north  riiore  of  Lake  On- 
tario began  to  be  collected.  The  enterprising  agent  of  the 
PterUu  (Mr.  L.  B.  Gordon)  wrote  to  the  Central  that  he 
hoped  to  "make  the  consignment  up  to  10,000  barrels  be- 
fore the  eanal  and  river  opens."  This  being  a  reference 
to  the  competing  all-water  route  via  the  Erie  Canal  and 
Hudson  River. 

The  first  winter  shipment  of  a  consignement  of  3,400 
barrels  was  begun  by  the  Chief  Justice  Robinson  from  the 
Queen's  Wharf  on  17th  January. 

The  through  rates  of  freight,  as  recorded  in  Mr.  Gor- 
don's bo<^  are  in  these  modem  d^ys  of  low  rates,  re- 
markable. Not  the  less  interesting  are  the  proportions  ac- 
cepted by  each  of  the  carriers  concerned  for  their  portion 
of  the  service,  which  were  as  follows : 

Floor,  per  barrel,  Toronto  to  New  York— 

Steamers-Queen's  Wharf  to  Lewiston  12V^ 

Wharfage  and  teaming  (Cornell)   6 

Now  York  Central,  Lewiston  to  Albany 60 

Ferry  at  Albany  3 

Hudson  River  Railroad  to  New  Yoric 37V& 

Through  to  New  York $1.19 

What  would  tlie  Railway  Oommiisioners  and  the  pub- 
lic of  the  present  think  of  sndi  rates! 
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The  ■UpmenU  were  largely  from  the  pradoeto  of  the 

^•org^town,  being  t«imed  to  the  docke  .t  OakvOU  JdPort 
tredi/  from  where  they  were  brought  by  the  iteuners 
Queen  CUy  wd  Chief  Juetice  Bobifuan  .t  6e  per  bbl.  to 

he  Que«'.  Wh«f.  Toronto,  imd  from  ther,  taton  aero- 

the  lake  by  the  Chief  Justice  Bobinton  and  the  PeerleuT 

The  propeller  St.  NichoUu  took  a  direet  load  of  3,000 

barrel,  from  Port  Credit  to  Lewirton  on  Feb.  2nd.    Ship- 

ment.  were  al«,  .ent  to  Boeton  at  $1,24V4  per  bbl,  on  which 

he  pr^ion  of  the  "New  York  Central"  wai  68c.  and 
the^Weetem  Railroad"  wceived  35c  per  bbl.  aa  their 

Nearly  the  whole  oonaignment  expected  waa  obtained 
Another  novel  route  waa  al«,  opened.  Conrignment. 
ot  flour  for  local  uw  were  sent  to  Montreal  during  thia 
winter  by  the  New  York  Central,  Lewiaton  to  Albany,  and 
thence  by  the  "Albany  Northern  Bailroad"  to  the  iouth 
«de  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  whence  they  were  moat 
probably  teamed  acroia  the  ice  to  the  main  city. 

Northbound  ehipmentg  were  also  worked  up  and  re- 
ceived at  Lewiaton  for  Toronto-principally  teaa  and  to- 
baccoa-con«gnmenta  of  "Engliah  Bonded  Qooda"  were 
rated  at  "second-claaa,  same  aa  domeatie  aheetinga"  and 
earned  at  63c  per  100  pounds  from  New  York  to  Lewia- 
ton. 

It  was  a  winter  of  unexampled  activity,  but  it  waa 
the  closing  eflfort  of  the  steamers  against  the  entrance  of 
the  railways  into  their  all-the-year-round  trade. 

Immediately  upon  the  opening  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway  from  Niagara  Palls  to  Hamilton  in  1855  and  to 
Toronto  in  1856,  and  of  the  Grand  Trunk  RaUway  from 
Montreal  in  1856,  the  steamboating  intereata  suffered  sUU 
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fDrthar  and  great  dt^y.  In  the  flnaneial  erUi  of  1857 
manjr  iteamera  were  laid  up.  In  1858  all  the  Amerioan 
Line  itaamen  were  in  bankruptey.  and  in  1660  the  Zim- 
merman abandoned  the  Niagara  River  to  the  PterUu,  the 
one  ateamer  being  aofBeient. 

The  opening  of  the  American  Civil  War  in  1860  open- 
ed a  new  career  for  the  Lake  Ontario  iteamen,  aa  the 
Northern  Government  were  abort  of  iteamen  with  which 
to  blockade  the  Southern  porta. 

The  "Peerleia"  was  purohaaed  by  the  Amerioan  Qov- 
ernment  in  1861  and  left  for  New  Tork  under  eommand 
of  Captain  Robert  Kerr,  and  by  1863  all  the  American 
Line  ateamer*  had  been  aold  in  the  same  direction  and 
gone  down  the  rapida  to  Montreal,  and  thence  to  the  At- 
lantic.   A  general  clearance  had  been  affected. 

The  "Zimmerman"  returned  from  the  Hamilton  Route 
to  the  Niagara  River,  which  had  been  left  vacant  by  the 
removal  of  the  "Peerlea^"  but,  taking  fire  alongaide  the 
dock  at  Niagara  in  1863,  became  a  total  Vom.  During  the 
winter  the  third  "City  of  Toronto"  waa  built  by  Captain 
Duncan  Milloy,  of  Niagara,  and  began  her  service  ou 
the  river  in  1864  and  thereafter  had  the  route  to  henelf . 
In  1866  the  "Rothaay  Castle"  brought  up  by  Captain 
Thomas  Leach  from  Halifax,  ran  for  one  season  in  com- 
petition, bat  the  busineas  was  not  sufficient  for  two  steam- 
ers so  she  was  returned  to  the  Atlantic.  The  "City" 
then  had  the  route  alone  until  1877,  when  tiie  "Southern 
Belle,"  being  the  reconstructed  "Rothsay  Castle."  re- 
entered upon  the  scene  and  again  ran  from  Tinninga 
Wharf  in  connection  with  the  Canada  Southern  Railway 
to  Niagara. 

Such  had  been  the  courses  of  navigation  and  steam- 
boating  on  the  Niagara  River  from  ita  earliest  days— the 
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riae  to  the  zenith  of  proaperity  and  tbeo  the  immearaMOde 
fal  due  to  the  encircling  of  the  lakea  by  tiie  increaaioc 
railway.  The  old  time  paasenger  buaineaa  had  been  d^ 
verted  from  the  water,  the  docks  had  fallen  into  deoay. 
only  one  steamer  remained  on  the  Niagara  Rirer  Route, 
but  It  was  fair  to  consider  that  with  more  rimot  and  im- 
proved equipment  a  new  era  might  be  begun. 

The  decadence  of  trade  had  been  so  great,  and  the  proa- 
pects  of  the  Niagara  River  presenting  so  little  hope  that 
Captain  Thomas  Dick  had  turned  his  thoogbts  and  ener- 
gies into  the  direction  of  the  North  Shore  of  Lake  Huron 
where  mining  and  lumbering  were  beginning,  and  to  Lake 
hupenor,  where  the  construction  of  the  Dawaon  Road  as 
a  connection  through  Canadian  territory,  to  Port  Ch^ 
was  commenced.    He  had  Ksveral  years  preTioualy  traaa- 
ferred  the  second  City  of  Toronto  to  these  Upper  Lake  wa- 
ters, and  after  being  reboUered  and  rebuilt,  her  name  had 
been  changed  to  Algoma,  commanded  at  first  by  hia  half 
brother,  Capt.  Jas.  Dick,  and  in  1863  he  had  obtained  the 
contract  for  carrying  the  maib  for  the  Manitoulin  Island 
and  Lake  Huron  Shore  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

^.JLT'.  "'*"  ''"  *  '***°^''  "^^^^  <*««*▼«»  ^  Mae  of 
i'athfinder,  it  was  this  steamer  "Algoma."  It  was  aaid 
thnt  all  the  officers,  pilots  and  captains  of  Uter  days  had 
been  trained  on  her,  and  that  she  had  found  oot  for  tkem 
every  shoal  along  her  route  by  actual  contact.  Being  a 
sUunchily  built  wooden  boat  with  double  "walking  beam" 
engines,  working  independently,  one  on  each  wlieel,  she  al- 
ways  got  herself  oflf  with  little  trouble  or  damage  One 
trip  IS  personally  remembered.  Coming  oat  from  Bmee 
Mines  the  Algoma  went  over  a  boulder  on  a  shoal  in 
such  way  as  to  open  up  a  plank  in  the  bottom,  jost  in  fiont 
of  the  boilers.    Looking  down  the  forwaid  hatch  tiie  water 
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eonld  be  wafariied  u  it  boiled  up  into  the  fire-bold,  bat  as 
long  as  the  vbeela  were  kept  taming  the  pumpa  ooald  keep 
the  inrnuh  timn  gainingr,  ao  the  steamer  after  backing  <^ 
waa  eoBtinaed  on  her  journey. 

When  calling  at  docks  the  engines  were  never  stopped, 
one  going  ahead  the  other  reversed,  until  after  Sauli  Ste. 
Marie  had  been  reached  and  the  balance  of  the  cargo  un- 
loaded, when  the  steamer,  with  the  men  in  the  firehold 
woridng  up  to  their  ankles  in  water,  set  off  on  her  run  of 
400  miles  to  Detroit,  where  was  then  the  only  dry  dock  into 
which  she  could  be  put. 

After  a  long  and  successful  career  th<  rave  boat  died 
a  quiet  death  alongside  a  dock,  worn  out  as  a  lumber  barge. 

This  transferenoe  of  Captain  Dick's  interests  to  the 
Upper  Lakes  was,  sttangely  enough,  the  precursor  to  the 
events  wiiich  led  to  the  creation  of  another  era  in  naviga- 
tion on  the  Niagara  River.  This  "North  Shore"  route, 
althdagh  for  long  centuries  occupied  by  the  outposts  of 
the  Hudson  Bay  and  North  West  fur  companies,  was  so  far 
as  immigration  and  mercantile  interests  were  concerned, 
an  undeveloped  territory.  Along  its  shores  was  the  tradi- 
tional canoe  and  batteaux  route  from  French  River  to  Fort 
William  on  the  Eaministiqna  River  for  trade  with  the 
great  prairies  by  the  interlacing  waterways  to  Lake  Mani- 
toba and  the  Red  River.  At  intervals,  such  as  at  Spanish 
River,  Missassaga,  Garden  River,  Miohipicoten  and  Nepi- 
gon  River,  were  the  outlets  for  the  canoe  and  portage 
routeS;  north  to  the  Hudson  Bay  and  great  interior  fur 
preserves.  This  ancient  rival  to  the  Niagara  River  route 
had  remained  little  varied  from  the  era  of  canoe  and  sail. 
The  secrets  of  its  natural  products,  other  than  fnr.  being 
as  well  kept  as  were  those  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  the 
"great  Tione  Land."  under  the  perennial  control  of  the 
same  adventurers  of  Oharles  IT. 
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The  creation  of  the  "Dommion  of  Canada"  and  of  th. 

Province  of  Ontario"  under  ConfedeiZn  in  m?  JSS 

^  ertabl«hn.ent  «i  tJie  "Diatrict  of  Alg<ana"  brou«h"t 

d^^^m^tTfT"'"  "  *'*  P'<>vinc.tl^dat„7efnVa 
development  of  ita  unoccupied  poadbUitiea. 

The  aiae  of  the  conatituency  waa  phenomenal     Ita  ««♦ 
reprcaentative  in  the  Legidatnre  of  OnZTJta^r 
«crily  to  de«ribe  it:  "Where  ia  my  comrti^e^f  ^S^' 
Algoma.  u.  the  greateat  conatituency  on  e^ 31*^; 

XTeVrrr"^""^'^'    Onthe^S'ltlMTd! 
ea  by  tte  French  Biver,  on  the  aouth  by  aU  the  water,  nt 

householder.  Thus  it  )iap  »t»..^:  '     v  '       "*  * 

♦I,-*  *!.  .  *  ""y  ***  ''«^n>  thew  early  aeedlino. 

o^t  f^lTf  -nstituencie.  which  have  ain  "K^ 

able  CJ?":  ?^!f*  ?™«*"'**"'  ^^«  >«>«  l>«»  unreal 
of  voSr  •"  '°  °*'^  "'  ^•"'^  "<»  '°  varieti«i 

whinT.   — J*!..'  "Fiwr  uasea,  and  the  eircumataiieea 

river.  "«««T,  and  a  prelude  to  the  return  to  the 


CHAPTER  V. 


On  the  Upper  Lakes  With  the  Wolseusy  Expeditiok 
AMD  Lord  Du7ferin. 

The  way  having  been  opened  by  the  Algoma  between 
Georgian  Bay  and  the  Sault,  with  sundry  extra  trips  be- 
yond, N.  MiUoy  &  Co.,  of  Niagara,  brought  up  from  Hali- 
fax, in  1868,  the  even  then  celebrated  steamer  Chicora  to 
increase  the  service  to  Lake  Superior.  No  finer  steamer 
was  there  on  the  Upper  Lakes  than  the  Chicora,  and  none 
whether  American  or  Canadian,  that  could  approach  her 
in  speed;  she  could  trail  out  a  tow  line  to  any  competitor. 
She  had  arrived  opportunely  and  had  greatly  increased 
her  renown  by  carrying  the  Wolseley  Expedition,  in 
1870,  from  Collingwood  to  the  place  on  the  shores  of  the 
Thunder  Bay  where  the  expedition  for  the  suppression 
of  the  Kiel  Kebellion  at  Fort  Oany  was  landed. 

It  was  in  the  arrangements  for  the  movement  of  this 
Wolseley  Expedition  that  some  difficulties  arose  which  were 
due  to  a  want  of  harmony  between  the  local  govemmeot 
of  the  State  and  that  of  the  National  CiAinet  of  the  Fed- 
eral  Government  at  Washington,  a  condition  which  is  liable 
to  occur  at  any  time  under  the  peculiar  provisions  of  the 
American  Constitution. 

Having  been  compiled  in  the  time  of  stress  for  the 
avoidance  of  an  autocracy  and  for  the  development  of  the 
individual  rights  of  the  several  component  States,  the  rela- 
tions between  States  and  Federal  authority  were  strongly 
drawn.      While  in  the  Canadian  Constitution  any  power 


1 

i' 


I 


48  A  CBNTUBY  OF  SAIL  AND  STEAM 

which  has  not  been  Bpeciflcally  aUotted  to  the  Province,  re- 
mauM  m  the  Dominion  Government,  which  is  thus  the 
cMitre  of  all  power,  in  the  United  States  the  reverse  con- 
dition  exists. 

Speedy  dealings  with  foreign  nations  are  thus  somewhat 
hampered  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Federal  Gov. 
ernment 

The  only  canal  lock  at  that   time  at  the  Sault   by 

'^T?,.^  "^^^  "'  *''^  ^'*^*  ^"^"^  «"»J«J  ^  overcome 
and  the  level  of  Lake  Superior  be  reaehed  fwm  that  of 

l?Tf '  T~  «»  ««•  Michigan  side,  and  owned  and 
ewtroBed  by  the  State  of  Michigan.  As  an  aimed  force 
eonld  not  be  sent  by  nil  through  the  United  States,  it  was 
noeessary  that  all  supplies  and  the  men  of  the  Canadian 
forces  for  Fort  Garry  should  be  forwarded  by  this  water 
route  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  from  where  they  were 

traimt  to  Lake  Wmnipeg  and  the  scene  of  action.   A  cargo 
ofboato^  wag«ns,  and  general  supplies  for  use  by  the 

T^  ^  .^«T*  "P  ^^  ^^'^  "CJhieora"  (Captain  Mc- 
L.ean),  leaving  Collingwood  on  the  7th  May,  but  the  steam. 
♦?  "^"I*  I«™itted  by  th«  Michigan  authorities  to  pass 
th«.ugh  the  Sault  Canal.  Owing  to  this  action  immed^" 
J/SI*'^^"'?''''^  necessary,  pending  negotiations, 
toobtain  additMBal  tonnage  to  carry  forward  the  eipedi- 

«.*?♦  ^"^!j««»^.  ADC-.  M.P.P.,  was  «mt  on  a  secret 
^uty  to  Detroit,  where  he  succeeded  in  chartering  the 
Amencan  steamer  Brooklyn,  which  was  at  once  sent  off 
wrtli  inatruetions  to  report  for  orders  above  the  canal  at 

?«^        ""^  ^""^  "P  *^*  •'*'"-''  ^**>««*  obst««le,  the 
difficulty  was  immediately  relieved.    Fortunately  the  "Al- 
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gona"  was  at  the  upper  end  of  the  route  and  on  Lake 
Superior.  The  stipplies  and  stores  were  aeeordingly  un- 
loaded from  the  cAteoro  at  the  Canadian  Sault,  por- 
taged across  by  the  twelve  miles  road  to  the  wharf  at  Point 
Am  Pias,  on  the  Canadian  side  above  the  Rapids,  and  sent 
on  up  Lake  Superior  by  the  "Algoma,"  and  "Brooklyn." 
A  similar  course  was  obKged  to  be  adopted  with  the 
cargoes  of  supplies  for  the  expedition  brought  up  on  the 
Canadian  steam  barge  Shickluna,  and  on  the  schooners 
Orion  and  Pandora  towed  by  her. 

This  was  in  other  ways  a  remarkable  event,  as  being 
one  in  which  the  "Coasting  Laws  of  Canada"  were  for  a 
time,  cancelled  by  the  action  of  a  citizen.  The  "Brook- 
lyn" being  an  American  boat  could  not  legally  carry  cargo 
between  two  Canadian  ports,  such  as  Point  Aux  Pins  and 
the  Landing,  so  Col.  Cumberland  gave  Captain  Davis  a  let- 
ter* to  Mr.  Joseph  Wilson,  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  the 
Canadian  Sault,  authorizintj  him  to  permit  the  American 
vessel  to  trade  between  Canadian  ports.  As  Mr.  Cumber- 
land was  member  of  Parliament  for  the  district,  the  local 
authorities  gave  immediate  attention,  especially  as  every- 
one on  the  Canadian  side  was  ready  to  run  all  risks  and 
do  everything  in  their  power  to  help  the  expedition  along. 


„.  Detroit,  18th  May,  1870. 

The  StoBowr  BnMyn  pracMtU  to  Poiat  Aux  Pina  on  necial 
service.  ^^ 

In  cue  you  may  not  have  been  advised  by  the  head  of  your 
department,  I  am  authorised  to  inform  you  that  she  is  to  have  free 
access  to  all  Canadian  Ports  on  Lake  Superior,  movine  under  orders 
from  Col.  Bolton. 

I  am,  etc., 

I-     «ri  r>  II    .        tr^  (Signed)    F,  W.  Cumbbrland. 

Jos.  Wilson,  Collector  of  Customs, 
Sank*  Ste  Marie,  Ont. 
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Retarnfag  to  ColUngwood  the  "Chioont"  left  iMin 
on  the  14th  May  with  two  companiee  of  tiie  Ontario  Con- 
tingert  recrmted  from  the  Volunteer  Militia  of  the  Pro- 
vince, twenty-four  horses  and  more  arms  and  stores     Be- 
fusal    was  again  given  and   the  same  portaging  took 
place  M  before,  the  men  during  the  tnumfer  being  en- 
camped  near  the  oM  Hudson's  Bay  Port.    Urgent  repres- 
entaUons  had  been  made  to  the  local  State  authorities, 
pointSng  out  that  the  expedition  was  pressed  for  time, 
much  loss  might  be  occasioned,  and  the  rebelUon  spread 
if  the  troops  were  delayed.    The  British  Minister  at  Wash- 
mgtoo  was  using  every  endeavor  to  obtain  the  neceaury 
permission,  but  without  avuU.    The  "Chiooru"  returned 
^^0  CoUingwood  and  left  agaih  on  21st  May  with  Ool.  Gar- 
net Wolseley  (afterwards  Viscount  Wolseley),  a  detach- 

w  »  ^  i?^  "^^^^  ®'''*""  "'  ^^'  ^«^"  (tl»e  Regiment  of 
U.B.H.  Pnnce  Arthur)  and  the  balance  of  the  expedition 
m  the  absence  of  the  expected  permission  the  same  pro- 
cedure was  again  followed,  and  when  everything  on  board 
had  been  unloaded  the  Chicora  was  passed  empty  through 
the  canal,  and  reloading  the  soldiers  and  aU  the  equipment 
at,  the  Point  aux  Pins  proceeded  up  the  lake  to  her  destina- 
tion. 

Canada  has  since  then,  for  her  self  control  and  tbe 
protection  of  her  trade,  built  a  great  caoal  on  her  own 
aide,  through  which  ever  since  it  was  oonstmcted  the  Unit- 
ed States  vessels  have  been  freely  aUowed  to  pass  upon 
exactly  the  same  terms  as  her  own. 

Navigation  upon  the  Upper  Lakes  was  in  those  years  in 
the  most  primitive  condition. 

When  the  "Chicora"  landed  the  Wolseley  Expedition  at 
Prince  Arthur's  Landing  there  was  no  wharf  large  enough 
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fw  her  to  be  moowd  to,  10  .he  hiid  to  Mchw  off  the  thow, 

-« «  ♦  K  J^^Jf^*^  **"•  "••*»"  ^  »  «>»boat  he 
l"  "•.  ,^J^  ^  ^^™"  Mark..  .  principd  merchant,  and 
Mr.  Wm«un  Murdock,  C.E.,  who  wm  then  in  ooodnot  of 

lor^?/^*°*^^'ir*^  Exploration  Survey,  from  the 
•AOM.  of  Thunder  Bay  to  Port  Garry  for  what  after- 
ward,  became  the  Canadian  Pacific  BaUway.  The  Col- 
onel, finding  on  enquiry  that  the  place  had  no  particular 

•hould  be  called  "Prince  Arthur'.  Landing."  Thi.  wa. 
to  be  in  honour  of  Prince  Arthur.  Duke  of  Connaught. 
who  wa.  then  Mrving  in  hi.  battalion  of  the  Rifle  Brigade 
at  that  tune  Rationed  in  Montreal.  The  name  wa.  im- 
mediately  adopted  and  wa.  kept  unchanged  until  1883 
wlwn.  to  mark  the  eartem  end  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
and  to  oorreepond  with  "Port  Moody,"  the  then  accepted 
terminu.  at  the  wertem  end.  it  wu  changed  to  "Port 
Arthur.  The  name  and  reminiwence  of  the  Boyal 
Pnnoe  u  in  thi.  way  rtiU  happily  retained. 

Eivalrie.  had  begun  between  the  long  established  hamlet 
duatered  around  Fort  William,  the  ancient  post  of  the 
Hudwn  Bay  Company  on  the  bank,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Kanirtiqua  River,  and  the  newly  created  viUage  on  the 
diore.  of  the  Lake  at  the  "Landing."  To  appease  the 
vodferon.  claimants  of  both,  the  expedition  wa.  divided 
one  part  being  unt  up  by  the  lower  river  from  "Port  Wil' 
bam.y  the  other  by  waggon  on  land  from  the  "Landing  " 
to  join  together  again  at  a  point  on  the  Kaministiquia 
above  the  PaUs.  from  where  they  proceeded  together  by  the 
mixed  transport  of  water  and  waggon  on  the  "Dawson 
Route"  to  Port  Garry. 

There  were  then  few  lighthouM.  on  the  lake.,  and  no 
buoy,  in  the  channel..  When  a  rteamer  left  the  rtore.  of 
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0«orfkn  Bay  notUiiff  was  IimrI  of  her  notil  she  eune  in 
tii^t  again  on  h«r  retarn  after  being  away  tea  dayi,  for 
there  were  no  telegraphs  on  the  North  Shore  nor  eren  at 
the  SaoH. 

The  hamlets  were  few  and  far  spread,  being  mainly 
smallflriiing  villages,  Bmoe  Mines  with  its  copper  mines, 
then  in  foil  operation,  was  perhaps  the  most  important 
place,  with  a  popnlation  of  2,500.  The  Sanlt  had  perhaps 
500,  Silver  Islet,  with  its  mysterious  silver  mine,  1,500, 
and  Prince  Arthnr's  Landing  about  200  reiidenti,  wlflk 
whatever  importance  was  given  by  its  position  at  the  head 
of  the  lake,  and  as  being  the  starting  place  of  the  Dawion 
Road  to  Port  Garry,  and  the  supply  point  for  the  develop- 
ing mines  of  the  interior. 

Whatever  meat,  flour,  or  vegeUWe  foods  the  people  ate 
had  to  be  carried  up  to  them  from  the  Ontario  porta. 
Westwards  the  decks  were  filled  with  catte,  hogs,  and  all 
kinds  of  merehan£se,  but  there  was  little  freight  to  bring 
back  east  except  fish  and  some  small  quantities  of  highly 
concentrated  ores  from  the  mines. 

The  business  had  not  developed  as  had  been  ezpeetad, 
and  the  "Chioora"  was  foond  to  be  too  good  for  t]ie  Lake 
Superior  route  as  it  then  existed.  Her  freiglrt-eanying 
capacity  was  light,  cabin  aecommodation  in  excess  of  n- 
qnirenieuts,  and  her  speed  and  expenses  far  b^<ond  what 
was  there  needed.  So  the  boat  had  to  be  withdrawn  from 
service,  distmaotled,  and  laid  up  alongside  the  docks  at 
CoUingwood  in  the  season  of  1873. 

One  splendid  and  closing  charter  there  had  been  in  the 
season  of  1874,  when  tiie  "Chicora"  was  chartered  for 
the  months  of  July  and  August  to  be  a  qteeial  yaeht  for 
the  progreai  of  the  Governor-Qeneral,  Loid  Dufferin,  and 


ON  THE  NIAQABA  RIVEB 


Ui  fuite,  through  wlut  were  then  tke  aortiiem  diitrieti 
of  Ontario  «nd  tbroogfa  the  Upper  l^km. 

Ool.  F.  W.  Coinberluul,  M.P.,  Oeoenl  Maiu«er  of  the 
Northern  Railway,  was  alao  Provineiai  Aida-de^anp  to 
^  Qovemor-Oeneral  and  tfaua  in  general  charge  of  the 
arrangemenU  for  the  tour,  particularly  on  the  Northern 
Bailwajr,  through  whoee  diatriets  the  party  wai  then  tra- 
veling. The  further  portions  of  the  tour  were  thnmgfa 
the  diatrict  of  Algoma,  oomprising  all  the  ooantry  along 
the  north  shores  of  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  whieh  OoL 
Cumberland  then  represented  in  the  I'rovincial  Parliament, 
being  the  first  Member  for  Algoma. 

Washago,  at  the  first  crossing  of  the  Severn  Biver,  was 
th«n  the  "head  of  the  track"  of  the  "Moskoka  Branch," 
whieh  was  under  construction  from  Barrie.  Beyond  this 
point  the  party  were  to  proceed  through  the  byways  and 
villages  of  Muskoka  by  mixed  conveyance  of  boats  on  the 
lakes  and  carriages  over  the  bush  roads  to  Parry  Sound, 
where  they  were  to  join  the  "Chicora." 

Every  minute  of  the  way  had  been  carefully  planned 
out  to  satisfactorily  arrange  for  the  reception  en  route, 
stopping  places  for  meals  and  rest,  stays  over  night,  and 
allowance  for  all  possible  contingencies,  for  the  Gtovernor- 
Oeneral  insisted  that  he  should  make  his  arriral,  at  eaoh 
place  on  the  way,  with  royal  precision. 

There  was  therefore  no  room  for  the  insertion  of  the 
many  special  demands  for  additional  functions  and  time, 
which  increasingly  arose  as  the  days  drew  near,  for  the 
fervor  of  the  welcome  became  tumultuous. 

The  Presbyterian  clergyman  at  Washago  had  been  par- 
ticularly insistent  and  had  called  to  his  aid  every  local  in- 
fluence of  shipper  and  politician  to  obtain  consent  that 
the  Governor-Oeneral  should  lay  the  oomer-stone  of  the 
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B«w  diarah  which  the  adhennto  of  th«  "Auld  Kirk"  wen 

;^  h  :'  "'•»  "fT  '''^  '''^^  ''-  -"*««»  '^wn 
r„»?*i  ■*  ^  "^^  *'^*  **  ••««>"  b«  .mdwiched 

tato  tha jrrangem«to  on  condition  th.t  crcrything  .honld 
be  m  pcdinc*,  and  that  the  proceeding,  dionld  not  exceed 
Mteen  minute.,  for  there  wa«  .  long  and  rocky  drire  ahead 
l!r**^v°"'"  *"  <5"^'«»"«t.  wtew  •«  important  af- 
iv^r^',"°*  '"""  •''  **•  eountrydde  and  a  reception 
by  HbBxcdlenoy  «»d  the  Connte.  of  Dnfferin  had  be«. 
amngieci, 

WMhage  rtaUon  had  bem  «ifely  got  through  when  the 
GoTeraor  and  party  walked  orer  the  granite  knoll,  to 

^ntltV  J'"!'""  ?  ^  *"****•  '^^'  '<«*«««>  o'  «he 
.viUage,  which  11  srtuated  between  two  arm.  of  the  MuAoka 

*ver,  i.  on  the  unrelieved  outcrop  of  the  Mudioka  gnnite, 
whwh  warred  and  rounded  by  the  glacier  action  of  geo! 
logical  ages,  i«  everywhere  in  evidence. 

On  the  knoU,  more  level  than  the  other.,  wa«  the  church 
party  ^taut  At  their  feet,  perched  upon  a  little 
cemented  foundation  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  diameter, 
built  oo  flw  aohd  granite,  wa.  the  "comer  .tone,"  a  cube 
ofgijnite  «>me  thwe  inche.  square.    A  miniature  rilver 

Govenior.  who,  holding  it  in  hi.  fingem  nnoothed  down  the 
morwl  of  mortor  and  the  comer  stone  wa.  duly  laid. 

The  Minirter  then  announced  "Let  u.  engaee  in 
prayer,  and  raising  hi.  hands  and  closing  his  eyes  he 
at  once  began. 

It  wa.  a  burning  hot  noon-day  in  July.  Having  sot 
fairly  rtarted  the  minirter  .eemed  to  be  in  no  way  di^ 

^J^^'i  /*  «^«  "r*-  a  <^h*ir  and  umbrella  were 
brought  fbr  Udy  Dufferin.    At  ten  minute,  motion,  were 
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madt  to  ploek  th*  miniirtar'i  eott  toils,  but  no  one  dared. 
The  fervid  appeal  oovering  aU  poenble  eonUngenciee,  and 
meandering  into  varied  "We  give  Thee  thanki  aJ^"  lUll 
continoed  ao  the  Governor  and  Lady  Dufferin  and  their 
Suite  quietly  aUpped  away  from  the  group  and  going  to 
the  carriagea,  which  were  waiting  in  readine«w  near  by, 
drove  away. 

Shortly  afterward*  the  miniater  ceased  and,  opening 
hie  eyee,  took  in  the  situation. 

He  at  least  had  succeeded  in  having  his  corner-stone 
laid  by  a  Governor-General  and  was  satisfied,  even  though 
he  had  loat  that  portion  of  his  audience.  There  were 
others  also  who  were  satisfied  as  o(ne  of  the  devout  con- 
gregsUon  who  said  as  we  walked  away,  "Wasn't  the 
Meenester  powerful  in  prayer  t" 

Lord  Dufferin 's  private  secretory  and  myself,  having 
•een  our  duties  to  this  point  satisfactorily  completed, 
returned  to  the  cars  and  proceeded  back  by  the  special 
train  to  Collingwood,  where  the  outfit  and  arrangemente 
of  the  "Chicora"  for  the  long  cruise  were  bf  iog  completed, 
and  active  operations  had  for  some  tme  been  going  on. 

"Kie  ship  was  a  picture,  resplendent  in  brightened 
brasses,  new  paint  and  decorations.  The  stoterooms  had 
been  re-arranged  and  enlarged  so  that  tiiey  could  be  used 
in  suites  wifli  separate  dining  and  reception  rooms 
arranged  for  various  oocasMms.  Strings  of  flags  of  all 
varieties,  and  ensigns  for  every  occasion  were  provided, 
including  His  ExceUency  the  Govemor-Q«neral's  special 
flag,  to  be  raised  the  moment  he  came  on  board.  Captain 
James  C.  Orr,  his  officers,  and  the  picked  crew  were  all 
in  naval  uniform,  and  naval  discipline  was  to  be  main- 
tained. 
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About  tea  o'ekxdc  ooa  aifkt  wt  mUmI  oat  of  CoUiaf- 
wood  to  BMko  Ml  oMjr  aigM  ma  aeraa  tlM  Q«oi«iaa  Bay 

and  arrive  ia  tb«  BMraiac  *t  Ptwy  Soaad,  wImt*  tlM 

OoTtraor-OoBonl  wm  to  Joia  th«  ateaaiflr  ia  tko  tftwaooa. 

W«  i«rer*  aataraUy  aazioaa  that  aoihiac  ^^toald  oeear 

oa  our  part  to  BMr-tba  arraac«BMati  for  llM  nodi  hataldid 
tour,  aad  M  I  turned  out  early  in  the  momiag,  eaUed  up 
by  Moie  iadiitinct  premonition.  Of  all  the  avila  that  ean 
befaU  a  ship's  eaptain  it  ii  that  of  a  too  mpreme  coa- 
fldenee  in  hie  owa  powers;  a  eonfidence  which  leads  him 
to  take  aaaecesssry  risks  and  ao  incur  dangers  whieh  a 
litUe  longer  waiting  would  avoid.  Of  this  we  now  met 
a  moat  striking  instance. 

There  are  two  routes  from  CoUingwood  to  Parry  Sound. 
The  outer  paauge,  outside  the  islands,  longer  but  through 
open  lake  and  safe,  the  other  the  inner  passage  winding 
through  an  archipelago  of  idands,  tortuoos  and  aarrow. 
This  latter  was  also  known  as  the  "Waubnao  Chaanel," 
from  its  being  the  route  of  the  steaaier  of  that  name,  a 
vessel  of  140  feet  and  the  largest  passing  through  it. 
As  a  seeaio  route  for  tourists  it  is  ansorpaasabie,  thread- 
ing its  way  amid  many  isUnds  with  abrupt  and  thriUiag 
turns. 

Captain  McNab,  one  of  the  most  experienced  and  oldest 
navigators  of  the  Upper  Lakes,  had  been  engaged  as  pUot 
for  the  tour  of  the  "Chicora." 

In  the  early  moraing,  instead  of  being  aa  had  be«i 
expected,  out  in  the  open  lake,  we  were  heading  into  a 
bay  with  the  shore  line  expaadiag  far  oa  eaoh  side  both 
esst  aad  west 

Going  forward,  Captain  McNab,  in  reply  tto  questions, 
ssid  he  intended  going  tfirough  the  Wanbuno  Channel,  and 
admitted  that  he  had  never  taken  a  boat  as  large  as  the 
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"Chioora"  through  the  channel,  but  was  sure  he  could. 
Amiable  suggestions  that  he  might  Uke  to  bet  $10,000  that 
he  could,  being  promptly  declined,  he  accepted  instruc- 
tions  and  the  steamer  was  at  once  turned  around  to  go 
by  the  outer  channel  for  which  there  was  plenty  of  time 
He  might  have  done  it,  but  there  was  a  doubt  in  it,  and 
supposing  he  had  not,  what  thenT  It  is  better  for  a 
captain  to  be  sure,  than  to  be  sorry. 

The  tour  was  a  great  success.  Wherever  the  bonnie 
boat  went,  whether  in  Canadian  waters  around  the  north- 
ern shores  of  Ukes  Huron  and  Superior  at  Sault  Ste 
Marie,  Nepigon,  Prince  Arthur's  Landing,  or  in  American 
waters,  at  Mackinac,  Lake  Michigan  and  Chicago,  her  trim 
appearance,  beautiful  lines,  and  easy  speed,  won  continued 
admiration. 


u 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

A  Novel  Idea  and  a  New  Venture— Buffalo  in  Sailing- 
ship  Days— A  Risky  Passage. 

AFTER  the  tour  with  Lord  Dufferin  had  been  conclud- 
ed the  "Chicora"  was  returned  to  CoUingwood  and 
laid  up  again  to  rest  her  reputation  great  and  widespread 
as  it  was  before,  having  been  still  more  enhanced.  At 
last  early  on  a  gray  morning  of  August,  1877,  under  tow 
of  a  wrecking  tug,  there  stole  gently  away  from  CoUing- 
wood the  steamer  which  had  been  the  greatest  glory  of  the 
port,  her  red  paddles  trailing  lifeless  in  the  water  like  the 
feet  of  a  wounded  duck. 

Where  was  she  being  taken  tot    What  had  taken  placet 
It  was  the  beginning  of  a  bold  and  sporting  venture. 

As  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent  (Oct.,  1873 
to  Jan.,  1878)  of  the  Northern  Railway  of  Canada,  the 
"Chicora"  as  she  lay  at  CoUingwood  was  much  under  my 
notice,  and  in  travelling  to  Buffalo  on  railway  business 
the  water  route  by  the  Niagara  River  was  most  frequently 
taken.  There  was  no  route  on  the  Upper  Lakes  upon 
which  the  "Chicora"  could  be  successfully  employed.  It 
was  considered  that  she  could  not  be  return-i  to  the  Lower 
Lakes  because  it  was  said  that  having  been  b^ought  up  the 
canals  from  Montreal,  the  "guards"  added  at  Buffalo, 
which  made  her  width  fifty  feet  at  the  main  deck  could 
not  be  removed  without  serious  damage  in  order  to  reduce 
her  to  the  then  Welland  canal  width  of  only  26  feet.  As 
under  the  then  trade  conditions  she  could  neither  be  pro- 
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fitabljr  run  nor  be  returned  to  the  Lower  Lakes,  the  Bteam- 
er  vna  of  little  worth  to  her  owners,  and  could  be 
readily  purchased.  It  had  for  some  time  appeared  to  me 
that  there  was  an  opening  for  a  good  boat  upon  the 
Niacara  Biver  route.  The  "City  of  Toronto"  plying  to 
Lewiston  and  the  New  York  Central  was  getting  insuf- 
fieient  and  out  of  date  in  equipment.  The  Canada  South- 
em  Bailway  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  "Southern  Belle."  Why  not  get  the  "Chicora"  and 
strike  out  for  a  career  of  one 's  own  t  So  I  started  to  study 
the  position  having  always  had  a  mechanical  turn  and  had 
practical  experience  in  railway  and  machine  construction. 
Keeping  one's  ideas  to  one's  self  the  boat  was  examined 
and  careful  scrutiny  ascertained  that  the  "guards"  could 
be  removed  and  replaced  without  interference  with  the 
hull,  so  that  this  first  obstacle  to  her  being  brought  to  the 
Lower  Lakes  could  be  overcome. 

But  there  were  other  obstacles  which  ciopped  up.  To 
begin  with,  a  pier  of  one  of  the  smaller  locks  in  the  Wel- 
land  (150  x  26)  was  said  to  have  inclined  inwards  so  that 
tliere  was  not  sufficient  width  even  after  the  "guards"  had 
been  removed,  for  the  26-ft.  hull  to  pass  through. 

Again,  Chicora  was  230  feet  long.  If  the  vessel  was 
broogfat  down  in  two  pieces  through  all  the  locks  to  Lake 
Ontario,  there  was  no  dry  dock  on  the  lake  of  sufficient 
length  into  which  she  could  be  placed  so  that  these  parts 
might  b«  put  together  again.  A  further  obstacle  and  a 
fatal  one.  The  only  place  where  the  two  parts  could  be 
put  together  again  her  full  length  of  230  feet  long  was 
Muir's  dry  dock,  at  Port  Dalhousie,  but  that  was  above 
the  last  lock  of  the  canal,  which  required  to  be  passed  to 
get  down  to  Lake  Ontario,  and  this  lock  was  only  200  feet 
Um0l 
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The  game  was  apparently  impracticable     It  waa  not 
more  impo«ible  to  put  a  quart  into  a  pint  bottle  Z^t 

Zh:  '"V\'  '""■"^^•^  '''■'^'  ^*'^''^«  into   he'2SS,; 
Dalhousie  lock  and  lower  her  to  Lake  Ontario.    No  rnd^r 

T:j.7tX  '''-  '''  '-'  "^'  -'  ^^«  -eamer^-1^' 

nr^i'^h  1^"*  *^''  *'™'  ^  "^'^'^^^  "°  announcement  in  the 

preas   hat  m  order  to  provide  for  the  construction  o?  the 

ower  locks  at  the  Ontario  end  of  the  new  Welland  Canal 

Ihe  Canadian  Government  intended,  after  the  ciS  of 

water  in  the  five-mile  level  above  the  Port  Dalhousie  lock 
between  there  and  St.  Catherines. 

the^JjJ)^  f  T'-  f  T'  ^^y  ""*  P"t  ^^^  f^f'icora  into 

the  200-foot  lock  with  the  upper  gate  open,  so  that  al 

hough  she  would  extend  30  feet  beyond  the  reX  Lk 

she  would  then  be  in  a  total  actual  lock  of  five  Slls  lo^g' 

was  carefully  surveyed.    It  was  found  that  on  the  trouble 

TZt^X  *'' u  r  *''--^"«t-  ot  an  inch  ^^Z'^ 

hat  trick  could  be  turned  successfully.    Closer  inv^tiiT 

tion  developed  that  the  200-foot  lock  problem  at  PoTZ 

solved  than  appeared  on  the  surface.    It  was  now  evident 

Zy^^r'  °' '''  "^^"^  ''""^^  ^  «^---- 

?r„;  w   *  fi"t  railway  service  had  been  in  that  of  the 

at  LondTr™."^"""^  '°  '^'^-'^  '^  *•»«  divisional  office 
at  London,  and  afterwards  in  charge  of  the  terminal  yard 

stipe's."  "^^^-^'  "^^-  ^^-  ^-  ^-  Wood/ard' 
During  that  time  the  General  Manager  was  Mr   W  K 
Muir,  who  had  transferred,  and  was  now  General  Mana^r 
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of  the  Canada  Southern  Railway,  operating  the  branch 

de«tt'r\^f "'"  ""'  ^^-«"«     Enquiry  fed  to  T^. 
de«tandxng  that  a  contract  could  be  made  for  a  full  Z- 

Tn  ih   t\  "  "***""  '^**««"  Toronto  and  Niagara- 

Bui-?:^     .K°  "°°°'f '"°  ^"'^  '^'  ™"t«  *«  the  Falls  and 
Buffalo,  as  the  «ze  of  the  «o«/Aern  Belle  was  not  satisfac 

thelT^'"''*'/"  '•*''  information,  and  having  made  up 

he  estima  es  of  cost  and  possible  earnings,  the  whole  mat 

ter  was  laid  before  the  Hon.  Prank  Sm"h,  who  th  uTad 

teThorr "  ^'i'^**'''"-"'  '^'^«  p-p*^"-  --that 

tTrouI  h  T  i''  '*'"  °"°^"'  ^"°«  the  CWa 

ErSi  ""?  P"*  ^'''  "°  ^•^^  ^'««"''  R«"te,  where 

She  could  earn  good  money. 

in  f tat  r  f  ^^  '^'  ''.'"'^  ^^  '^'  ^*^«'  to  find  the  back- 
ng  for  the  funds  required.    In  this  way  for  him  a  dead 

whlleT'  "^  """' ,r  "  «"^  ^"*"-  ^°-*-"t  found 
while  the  junior  would  enter  into  a  work  in  which  with 
energy  he  would  be  able  to  secure  a  lasting  reward  for  his 
enterprise  and  abUity  in  transportation  business  He 
agreed  and  we  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  project  The 
purchase  was  made  early  in  1877,  the  original  purchasers 

Sfr*"'?«  r°!r  "^  *^*  "^^^^^  heing  Hon.  Prank 
Smith  and  Barlow  Cumberland. 

In  this  way  began  a  partnership  which  lasted  through 
hfe.  Sir  Frank  (k-nighted  in  1874)  was  a  man  of  quick 
decision,  of  great  courage,  and  indomitable  will  Every 
company  with  which  he  became  identified  felt  the  influ- 
ence of  h«  virile  hand.  A  charter  for  the  Niagara  Naviga- 
tion Company,  Limited,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  was 
Obtained  from  the  Dominion  Government. 

.  J'^l^^V'""^  °^  ^^^  'tock  of  the  Company  was  entirely 
subscribed  by  the  Frank  Smith  and  Cumberland  repre 
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sentatives  and  the  transfer  of  the  boat  to  the  new  company 
made  in  1878.  The  first  Board  of  Directors  were:  Presi- 
dent, Hon.  Prank  Smith;  Vice-President,  Barlow  Cnmber- 
land;  Directors,  Col.  Fred.  W.  Cumberland,  John  Foy,  and 
R.  H.  McBride;  Barlow  Cumberland,  Manager;  John  Foy, 
Secretary.  Preliminary  work  had  been  actively  in  pro- 
gress at  Collingwood  in  dismantling  the  steamer  and  pre- 
paring her  for  a  long  and  eventful  journey.  As  the  engines 
had  been  laid  up  and  would  not  be  required  until  after 
the  reconstruction  at  Toronto,  they  were  not  again  set  up, 
but  the  tug,  J.  T.  Robb,  was  brought  up  from  Port  Col- 
borne  to  tow  the  vessel  to  Buffalo. 

Here  began  the  closing  era  of  this  century  of  steam 
navigation  in  the  Niagara  River.  The  story  of  the  next 
and  final  thirty-five  years  is  the  story  of  the  rise  and  ex- 
pansion of  the  Niagara  Navigation  Company,  its  vicissi- 
tudes and  competitions,  and  the  final  success  of  the  enter- 
prise. Reminisence  of  the  series  of  hot  competitions  which 
were  worked  through  and  of  the  men  and  methods  of  the 
period  are  set  out  as  matters  of  record  of  an  eventful  series 
of  years  on  the  route. 

The  long  cabins  on  the  upper  deck  were  removed  and 
parts  sent  to  Torontp,  where  they  now  are  the  upper  draw- 
ing room  of  the  Chicora. 

The  cabins  on  the  main  deck  were  left  undisturbed  to 
be  used  by  the  crew,  while  coming  through  the  canals. 

Captain  Thomas  Leach  was  in  charge  of  the  voyage 
to  Buffalo,  where  Captain  William  Manson,  of  Colling- 
wood, took  charge  of  the  crew  with  some  carpenters  and 
the  engineers.  Mr.  Alexander  Leach  was  purser  and  con- 
fidential agent.  A  more  faithful  officer  and  devoted  ser- 
vant never  was  found.    He  had  been  purser  of  the  steamer 
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Cumberland  until  ahe  was  wrecked  on  Isle  Boyale,  Lake 
Superior,  5  August,  1876. 

The  tow  from  CoUingwood  was  uneventful  and  the 
steamer  arrived  at  Buffalo  and  was  placed  in  the  Buffalo 
Dry  Dock  Company's  Works,  they  having  put  her  to- 
gether when  brought  up  from  Halifax.  Two  barges  were 
purchased  and  put  alongside  the  guards,  unriveted  and 
lowered  upon  the  barges  in  single  pieces. 

The  paddle  boxes  were  removed,  the  wheels  taken  to 
pieces,  numbered,  and  put  on  the  barges,  and  everything 
stripped  off  the  sides  of  the  hull,  so  that  she  was  reduced 
to  her  narowest  width,  cleared  of  everything,  to  go  through 
the  canal.  The  steamer  was  then  put  into  dry  dock,  cut  in 
two  and  the  parts  slid  apart. 

It  was  intended  to  take  the  steamer  across  Lake  Erie 
to  Port  Colbome  as  a  single  tow.  Two  Jong  sinxteen-ineh 
square  elm  timbers  were  placed  on  deck  across  the  open- 
ing and  strongly  chained  to  smaller  timbers;  timbers  were 
also  put  fore  and  aft  to  take  the  pull  and  keep  the  two 
parts  of  hull  from  coming  together.  It  all  reads  easily, 
but  took  much  consideration  and  time  in  working  out  the 
problems.  And  as  the  enterprise  was  unusual  and  not 
likely  to  be  repeated  the  details  are  given  as  matters  of 
interesting  record.  It  was  a  strange  looking  craft  that 
came  out  of  dock.  Two  parts  held  far  apart  from  one 
another  by  the  big  timbers,  and  the  water  washing  free 
to  and  fro  in  the  opening  between.  It  was  a  tender  craft 
to  moor  in  a  narrow  river  where  heavily  laden  vessels 
coming  and  going  banged  heedlessly  against  one  another. 
We  were  fortunate,  however,  in  obtaining  the  permission 
of  the  United  States  Marine  Department  that  we  might 
lie  unmolested  and  alone  alongside  Government  wharf  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  while  waiting  for  weather.    A 
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tuT.nH         P«W>o  ".terest  wa.  being  taken  in  the  ven- 

1^2«  V'?  ^T"^  **  '^'^''^  «'"*''°»  ""d  ready 
««»tance.  Mr.  David  Bell,  who«  daughter  had  married 
Mr.  Ca«mir  Qzowski.  of  Toronto,  was  especially  heS 

TrDrDlf  ;"  "  "  '''  '•'"'"'^^  anjta  Jne  aC 
ihe  Dry  Dock  Companies  seemed  like  old  frienda  the 
cunoua  public  often  viaited  us,  and  the  enterprising  new' 
paper  reporters  kept  us  well  in  the  readers'  view  i  we 
towed  out  of  dock,  droppe.1  <lown  the  river  and  tied  up 
at  our  ,Uotea  berth.     The  barges  with  their  strang'lk" 

Port  i.  ::;  T  '^^''™**''^  *«^«»  *°  the  canal  to 
i'ort  Colborne  at  the  first  opportunity. 

nniL"""  ?u  ^»'°°'°«  °f  October  when  the  weather  was 
uncertain  the  water  restless,  and  we  had  to  be  veiy  care- 
ful in  selecting  a  day  to  take  such  a  crazy  craft  as  a 

"r/f  r  opeTir  '"^ ""  ^"" ""'"" ''-  '''-y^^- 

wh«?"f*'"  '!'  **"  '"'''"*'""  *^  ^  ^«'y  '»''f«'«»t  P'ace  from 
and  r  '^"*  r^^"*-  The  lower  city  alo-gside  the  river 
?or  s^L"^  Street,  crowded  with  cheap  boarding  houses 
for  sailors  and  dock  gangs,  reeked  in  ribaldry  and  every 

tt^ori  ":;"*'  r**™^"^^  ^'•^  ves.eh'ire.uenUn^ 
the  ports  in  those  days  were  mainly  sailing  vewels  the 
era  of  great  steam  freighters  not  having  come.    The'stay 

1   irt     T  """'  '"°^^'-'  *'»«•'•  '^^  ™«re  numer 
ous,  and  being  less  permanent,  were  easy  victims  to  the 

t«trn      ^  ""^'  ^**"*''*^'  °'  ^"'^"'o  »'«<1  then  a  repu-' 

tation  and  an  aroma  peculiarly  of  its  own. 

Cra^  horse  cars  jangled  down  the  main  Main  Street 
to  the  docks.    The  terminus  of  the  Niagara  Palls  Railway 
operated  by  the  New  York  Central,  w^f  at  the  Pen^  Sta 
tion,  the  cross-town  connection  to  the  Terrace  and  Ex- 
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change  Street  not  having  been  put  in.  The  Mansion 
HouM  waa  the  principal  hotel  of  the  city,  and  its  lower 
storey  on  the  street  level,  entirely  occupied  by  the  ticket 
oflBce.  of  all  the  principal  railway  and  steamship  com- 
panie.  of  the  United  States.  The  business  centre  of  the 
town  was  in  the  vicinity. 

Arrangements  had  been  established  with  the  Unite.1 
States  Weather  Bureau,  whose  office  was  well  up  town  to 
give  us  earliest  advice  of  when  they  thought  there  would 
be  from  six  to  eight  hours  of  fair  weather  ahead.  Manv 
a  messenger  trotted  between,  and  many  an  hour  was  spent 
in  their  office,  waiting  for  news,  for  there  were  no  tele- 
pnones  to  convey  information. 

The  elements  seemed  against  us.    For  a  fortnight  we 

had  a  succession  of  blows  from  almost  every  direction,  one 

following  the  other  without  giving  a  sufficiently  calm 

nterval  between.      It  was  wonderful  to  see  how  quickly 

JLT.  T  '°?/'"  ^"  '^'  ^"^~"-  A  steady  blow 
from  the  west  would  pile  the  water  up  at  this  east  end  of 
the  lake  and  we  would  rise  six  feet  alongside  the  wharf 
in  a  few  hours,  to  fall  again  as  the  wind  went  down  or 
changed,  the  outgoing  water  creating  quite  a  rapid  cur- 
rent as  It  ran  out  of  the  river. 

It  was  during  this  waiting  time  an  incident  occurred 

?i;t.?rv  ^^^^."°  '"'  "^  ^""^«  «°  «°«J  *«  «"«  ««eer. 

fh.  hTw  "l'°  ?'  '"''""^  ^  ^"'^  ^^  "J^^y"  '»«d«  from 
the  hotel  to  the  boat  to  see  that  all  was  well.     In  front 

of  the  face  of  the  Government  Wharf  there  was  a  con- 
tinuous Ime  of  "spring  piles"  for  its  protection,  with  the 
heads  cut  oflP  to  the  level  of  the  dock.  One  dark  and  rainy 
night,  when  stepping  from  the  deck  of  the  steamer,  mis- 
taking the  opening  in  the  darkness  for  the  edge  of  the 
wharf  the  next  step  put  the  leader  into  the  opening  and 
ho  dropped  through  into  the  river.     Hoon  Manson's  voice 
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WM  bMrd  caUiiig.  "Aw  70a  th«n,  Mr.  Cnmbtrlandf "  A 
tamp  WM  lowend;  the  dlMuee  from  tke  floor  of  the  doek 
to  the  watw  wm  mum  nx  or  eight  feet,  and  muiv  iion 
•pihee  projeeted  throufh  the  pilei. 

A  etonn  wm  rahnding  and  the  water  mnninc  oat 
fMt,  bnt  by  holding  on  to  the  ipikM  a  way  wm  worked  ap 
until  a  hand  wm  reached  hy  MaMon  and  the  adventurer 
WM  hauled  up  to  the  top.     Sitting  on  the  edge  of  the 
wharf  with  dripping  lege  dangling  in  the  opening  Man- 
wna  exolamation  wm  heard,  "SakM  aMve;  he'a  got  hie 
pipe  m  hia  mouth  atiU!"    They  My  the  reply  waa,  "Do 
you  auppowi  I'd  open  my  mouth  when  I  went  under!" 
It  WM  a  oloae  call,  and  Mn.  CumberlaMl  wm  alwaya 
anxioua  untU  at  laat  we  got  the  CMeorm  lafely  to  Toronto 
At  length  adviee  wm  received  from  the  Bureau  that 
we  could  etart,  eo  the  tug  wm  called  and  about  6  a.m.  we 
were  under  way.    We  had  tried  to  get  aome  inaurance  for 
the  run  acrosa,  but  the  rate  aaked  wm  exceaaive  that  we 
determined  to  go  without  any,  a  determination  which  added 
zeat  to  the  enterpriae.    We  didn't  want  to  low  the  boat 
and  wouldn't  have  taken  any  the  lea  care  or  precaution 
even  if  the  inaurance  companiea  would  have  carried  the 
riak  for  nothing.     In  thia  connection  it  ia  open  to  con- 
sideration whether  the  moral  hazard  of  a  marine  riak  ia 
not  of  more  importance  even  than  the  rating  of  the  veaael, 
and  that  good  ownera  are  surely  entitled  to  better  rates 
than  simply  the  "tariff  achedule"  which  their  veflael'a 
rating  calla  for.     The  prevailing  inconaistent  system  is 
very  much  like  that  of  the  credit  taUor  whose  solvent  ena- 
tomers  pay  for  his  losses  on  thos*^  who  fail  to  pay  their 
billa. 

The  morning  wm  cold  and  calm.  We  made  down  the 
river  and  rounded  out  into  the  lake,  on  which  there  still 
remained  aome  motion  from  previous  gales.    It  wm  curious 
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to  aUnd  on  the  edge  of  the  deck  and  we  the  chips  and 
floating  debria  carried  along  in  the  wide  opening  between 
the  two  parta. 

We  had  come  by  a  slanting  course  down  and  across 
the  laku,  reaching  in  under  Point  Abino  in  good  shape  and 
were  rejoicing  that  the  larger  portion  of  the  croaaing  was 
well  over.  As  we  rounded  from  under  the  lee  of  the  Point 
and  passing  it,  changed  our  course  for  Port  Golborne,  a 
nasty  sea  come  down  from  the  northwest  with  an  increas- 
ing breeae.  We  were  soon  in  trouble,  the  bow-p«rt  began 
to  roll  and  jump  on  its  own  account  at  a  different  rata 
than  the  more  staid  and  heavy  after-part,  sometimes  ris- 
ing up  on  Mid  and  then  seeming  to  try  and  take  a  dive, 
but  held  from  going  away  by  the  long  elm  tirakara  which 
writhed  while  their  chains  8(|uealed  and  rang  under  the 
strain. 

The  worst  sensation  was  when  the  seas,  coming  in  on 
the  quarter,  swept  through  the  opening  between  the  two 
parts,  swishing  between  the  plates  and  dashing  against 
the  after  bulkhead  made  it  resound  like  a  drum,  sending 
the  spray  up  over  the  deck  while  they  coursed  through  the 
lOwer  side.  It  was  very  exciting,  but  not  at  all  comfort- 
able. The  pace  of  the  tug  seemed  to  get  slower  and  slower, 
but  all  we  on  board  could  do  was  to  keep  the  long  timbers 
and  their  fastenings  in  their  places,  see  that  the  bulkheads 
held  their  own,  and  stand  by  and  watch  the  contest  with 
the  waves. 

At  length,  as  we  got  more  under  the  lee  of  the  land, 
the  waves  subsided,  the  pace  increased,  and  at  last  we  were 
safe  between  the  piers  at  Port  Colbome. 

Making  all  artungements  for  the  next  few  days,  the 
leader  hurried  home,  fagged  nut,  but  exultant,  for  the 
worst  part  of  the  journey  was  over  and  we  had  put  the 
rest  of  the  way  fairly  under  our  own  control. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Down  Thbouoh  the  Wellani^The  Misebies  op  Hobse 

Towmo  Times-Port  Daliiousie  and  a  Lake  V^ 

EBAN— The  Problem  Solved— Toronto  at  Last. 

The  barges  with  the  "guards"  on  them  had  been  sent 

Jr:  ?   J*u  °**'^  "*^''y  "''^'^^  «*  **»«  Ontario  level  in 
the  outer  harbour  at  Port  Dalhousie,  there  to  await  thla^ 

the  canal  to  join  the  main  expedition. 

Starting  from  Port  Colbome,  the  two  parts  of  the 
steamer  were  separated  to  go  down  the  canal.  The  bow 
part  was  kept  in  the  lead,  but  both  as  near  one  «ottr 

T.r^     J"''  ''l''^^^  '^'^  "^  P'^'J  the  nights.    Th^ 

tug,  but  teams  were  employed  in  towing  for  aU  the  re- 
mamnig  portions  of  the  canalling.  Memories  of  thi,^ 
as  they  then  existed  on  the  old  Welland  are  in  striS 
contrast  to  the  conditions  obtaining  at  the  present  dT 

nf  «.  rr'!^  ?  ^'^''  ''"^^  «°  *»»«  "°»iddle  passage" 
of  the  Atlanuc  have  been  dilated  upon  until  ^^hy 
mth  their  sufferings  has  abounded,  but  it  is  doGbJful  i^ 
they  were  in  any  way  worse  than  those  of  the  miserable 

Snd  0^ r  ^  - '''  --^^  ^--«  «>«--  -^- 

m'  "T^  ^"^  ^""^  ^"'^  P"*^"  ^«^«  a  sticky  mush 
which  in  those  autumn  months  was  churned  and  stam^d 
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into  a  continuous  condition  of  soft  red  mud  and  splashing 
pools.  Prom  two  to  six  double  teams  were  employed  to 
haul  each  passing  vessel,  dependent  upon  whether  it  was 
light  or  was  loaded,  but  in  either  case  there  was  the  same 
diJl,  heavy,  continuous  pull  against  the  slow-moving  mass, 
a  hopeless  constant  tug  into  the  collars,  bringing  raw  and 
calloused  shoulders. 

Poor  beasts,  there  was  every  description  of  horse, 
pony,  or  mule  forced  into  the  service,  but  an  all- 
prevaihng  similarity  of  lean  sides  and  projecting  bones  of 
staring  unkempt  coats,  gradually  approaching  similar 
colour  as  the  red  mud  dried  upon  their  hides.  Rest!  they 
had  in  their  traces  when  mercifully  for  a  few  moments  the 
vessel  was  in  a  lock,  or  when  awaiting  her  turn  at  night 
they  lay  out  on  the  bank  where  she  happened  to  stop.  It 
was  the  rest  of  despair. 

The  poor  devils  of  "drivers,"  boys  or  men,  who  tramped 
along  the  canal  bank  behind  each  tottering  gang,  were 
little  better  oflP  than  their  beasts.  Heavy-footed,  wearied 
with  lifting  their  boots  out  of  the  sucking  slush,  they 
trudged  along,  staggering  and  half  asleep,  until  aroused 
by  the  sounds  of  a  sagging  tow  line,  with  quickened  stride 
and  volley  of  hot-shot  expletives,  they  closed  upon  their 
luckless  four-footed  companions.  What  an  electric  wince 
went  through  the  piteous  brutes  as  the  stinging  whip  left 
wales  upon  their  sides!  A  sudden  forward  motion  brought 
up  by  the  twang  of  the  tow  line  as  it  came  taut,  sweeping 
them  off  their  legs,  until  they  settle<l  down  once  more  into 
the  sidling  crablike  movement  caused  by  the  angle  of  the 
hawser  from  the  bow  to  the  tow  path. 

The  new  Welland,  with  its  larger  size  and  tug  boats, 
has  done  away  with  this  method  of  torturing  human  and 
horse  flesh.    One  wonders  whether  it  is  the  ghosts  of  these 
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deputed  equinei,  that,  revisiting  the  scenes  of  their  tor- 
ture, nuke  the  moanings  aloiif  the  vaUey,  and  the  whist- 
luigi  on  the  hiUs,  as  th«qr  miiS  and  whinny  in  the  winds 
akuig  the  eanal. 

We  had  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  at  first  in  onr  canal- 
img,  espedaUy  in  meeting  and  passing  vessels.  The  after- 
^rt  took  every  inch  of  the  locks,  and  was  unhandy  in 
■tape.  However,  hy  dint  of  rope  fenders,  long  poles  and 
a  plentiful  and  willing  erew  we  got  along  without  hurting 
anyone  else  or  ourselves. 

It  was  in  one  of  these  sudden  emergencies  which  some- 
tim^anse  that  Captain  Hanson  was  thought  to  have  got 
a  stram  which  developed  into  trouble  later  on.  He  was 
a  splendidly-buUt  fellow,  over  six  feet  in  height,  in  the 
plemtude  of  youth,  handsome,  laughing,  active,  and  of 
uncommon  strength,  the  sort  of  man  who  jumps  in  when 
there  is  somethiiig  to  be  done,  throws  in  his  whole  force 
«M  sa^es  the  situation. 

The  b«w-part,  being  short  and  light,  went  merrily  en, 
^  M*w  chaffing  the  other  for  their  slower  speed,  for 
waiui  there  was  much  excuse. 

<^e  day  on  a  cour»»  in  the  eanal  below  Thorold  we 
romided  the  comer  of  the  height  above  the  mountain  tier 
of  locks.  It  was  a  wondrous  sight  to  see  laid  out  before 
UMthe  wide  landscape  of  tableland  and  vaUey  spread  out 
ft2<»^,  throuij  which  we  were  to  navigate  and  drop  down 
aw  feet  on  the  next  four  and  one^iuarter  mfles.  To  the 
left  was  the  series  of  locks  which  circled,  in  gray  stone 
Jtructures,  Kke  a  succession  of  great  steps,  down  the  moun- 
tain side.  These  were  separated  one  from  the  other  by 
"naUpoBds  or  reservoirs  with  waste  weirs,  whose  little 
waterMs  tinkled,  foaming  and  glinting  in  the  sun.  Direct- 
ly m  front,  and  below  us,  were  the  houses  and  factorit,.  of 
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Memtton,  with  traina  of  the  Great  Wertern  and  vhe  Wei- 
land  BaUwaya  sporting  white  colomna  of  steam  and  nnoke 
M  the  engines  panted  up  the  grade  to  the  heights  of  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  from  which  we  were  about  to  de- 
scend. 

Beyond  these  eame  glimpses  of  the  canal  as  it  wound 
Its  way  toward  St.  Catharines.  Still  lower  down  the 
Escarpment,  spires  and  towers  of  the  city  itself,  and  yet 
lower  and  still  further  away  lay  on  the  horizon  the  blue 
waters  of  Lake  Ontario.  How  beautiful  and  hopeful  it 
waal 

As  the  Greeks  when  emerging  from  the  strife  and 
straggles  of  their  long  and  painfi'  homeward  march,  hail- 
ed the  sea  with  shouts  of  happy  acclaim,  for  beyond  those 
waters  they  knew  lay  home  and  rest  So,  too,  it  might 
have  been  for  us,  or  at  least  for  one  of  us,  for  another 
Krfc  had  been  gained  in  our  long  and  tryinsr  voyage.  Far 
away,  frwn  the  height,  we  could  see  Lake  Ontario,  the 
goal  of  tile  expediti(Hi,  the  ardently  sought  terminus  of 
our  labours,  and  on  the  other  side  of  its  waters  lay  Toronto 
and  the  future  for  the  bonnie  ship.  But  times  to-day  are 
more  presaie,  so,  taking  a  hasty  but  satisfying  look,  we 
tiHued  to  negotiate  the  next  lock. 

That  nii^t  at  the  bottom  of  the  tier,  the  stem  part 
moored  in  one  pond  and  the  bow  in  the  next  below,  a 
"jnbUation"  was  held  in  the  after-cabin  by  the  combined 
crews.  We  had  safely  got  down  all  the  steps,  and  had 
passed  the  large  boat  safely  through,  so  that  we  might 
well  rejoice. 

Beyond  this  day  there  was  not  much  that  occurred; 
the  way  was  simple  anrl  we  had  got  the  "hang"  of  things. 
At  St.  Catharines  half  the  city  eame  out  to  see  the  strange 
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looking  hulk  wending  its  way  down  the  canal,  and  through 
the  locks,  close  to  the  town. 

At  length  we  came  down  through  the  five  mile  level 
where  the  "Canadian  Henley"  is  now  held,  with  its  float- 
jng  tow  path  to  carry  the  teams,  and  arrived  at  Muir's 
Dock,  just  above  the  final  lock  at  Port  Dalhousie,  after 
five  days  occupied  in  coming  through  the  Canal.  The  two 
parts  were  moored  alongside  the  gate  while  waiting  for 
the  dock  to  be  made  ready  for  our  turn  to  enter. 

The  position  of  the  village  now  known  as  Port  Dal- 
housie was  originally,  in  1812  days,  being  cal!"sd  "Twelve 
Mile  Creek."    The  creeks,  or  river  openings  being  then 
named  according  to  their  distances  in  miles  from  the  Nia- 
gara Biver.    This  name  was  afterwards  changed  to  "Port 
Dalhousie,"  in  honour  of  Lord  Dalhousie,  the  Governor- 
Gwieral  at  the  time  the  first  canal  was  constructed.    The 
Port  '  m  those  days  of  the  horse  canal  wLen  we  arrived 
at  It  was  mainly  a  turning  place  for  the  canal  crews     Its 
one  principal  street  facing  the  canal  basin,  had  louses 
on  one  side  only,  mostly  drink  shops,  with  or  without 
hcense,  with  a  few  junk  and  supply  stores  intervening. 
Its  immediate  inhabitants,  a  nomad  collection  of  sailors 
and  towing  gangs,  waiting  for  another  job.    Around  and 
m  Its  neighborhood  there  was  a  happy  district  prQlific  of    • 
fruit  and  flowers,  but  in  itself,  with  its  vagrant  crews  cull- 
ed from  the  world  over,  it  was  a  little  haven  not  far  from 
the  reilm  of  Dante's  imaginations.    Times,  methods  and 
circumstances  have  all  since  changed. 

Capt.  D.  Muir,  the  proprietor  of  the  Dry  Dock,  with 
whom  both  now  and  later  many  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent 
was  a  fine  old  character,  and  although  then  on  the  far  side 
of  sixty  he  held  himself  with  square-set  shoulders  upright 
and  sprightly.    He  had  sailed  the  lakes  until  his  face  had 
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taken  on  a  permanent  tan ;  eyea  a  deep  blue  with  ahaggy 
overhanging  browa,  a  itrong  mouth  and  imperturbable 
countenance.     He  was  not  greatly  given  to  oonvenation 
and  had  a  dry,  pawky  humour  which  gave  mueh  point  to 
hii  ilowly  apoken  words,  but  when,  aa  Mmetimes,  he  waa 
in  narrative  mood,  he  wonld  string  off  incidents  of  early 
sailing  days  on  the  lakes  the  while  he  chewed  or  turned 
from  side  to  side,  some  sliver  of  wood  which  waa  invari- 
ably held  between  his  teeth.    He  had  no  fancy  for  metal 
veaaela,  or  "tin-pots,"  as  he  called  them.  "Givs  me,"  said 
he,  "good  aound  wooden  veasela,  built  right,"  (aa  he  aaid 
this  you  would  glean  from  hia  emphaaia  he  meant  "aa  I 
build  them.")   "If  ye  hit  against  anything  in  the  Canawl, 
ye  don't  dint;  if  ye  go  ashore  ye  don't  punch  holes  in  your 
bottom,  and  ye  ken  pull  yer  hardest  without  enny  fear  nv 
rippin'  it  out." 

There  is  this  to  be  aaid  that  whatever  work  waa  done 
in  hia  dock,  was  well  done. 

Aa  aoon  aa  possible  the  two  parta  were  put  into  the 
dock,  the  bulkheada  taken  out,  the  parta  drawn  together 
on  launching  waya  (very  cleverly  d<me  by  Muir'a  men), 
and  the  plates  and  beama  rivetted  together  again  by  rivet- 
ters  brought  down  from  Buffalo.  The  hull,  both  inside 
and  out,  was  diligently  acraped  in  every  part  and  thor- 
oughly oiled  and  painted.  The  main  deck  waa  relaid  and 
Ckieora  waa  a  ahip  again. 

While  all  this  waa  going  on,  Mr.  J.  G.  Demary,  the 
"Overseer"  of  this  section  of  the  canal,  and  I,  had  been 
carefully  looking  over  the  canal  lock  and  arranging  the 
procedure  for  putting  the  boat  in  for  the  final  lowering 
down  to  Lake  Ontario  level. 

Cloae  examination  had  proved  that  the  conditions  of 
the  Port  Dalhousie  lock,  under  water,  were  much  more 
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favorable  thM  appeared  on  the  uurtnce.  The  lock  had 
been  built  about  thirty  year,  previously  and  there  wa- 
very  httle  local  knowledge  about  it 

men?liSrlL;r".''",  '"^  '^*  ""  '"^'  ''»i<J«  »«"««»- 

lower  «Lw'  ""/?.^  "'  '^'°»  *"'''  ^''^  ^"«^  o''h« 
^wer  gate  were  of  the  same  height,  an.l  the  lock  it^jlf 

Zp°  /i  "P^'  «"^**  "°*^  '*  «•«»«  to  the  "breaat 
wall  of  the  upper  level.  With  the  upper  gates  0Den3 
pressed  against  the  sides,  there  wa.  SL  cCera^  ^n 

the  230-foot  steamer,  as  is  shown  in  the  accompanying 
drawing,  u^^  „  ..^y  welcome  and  satisfactory  Llu2 
which  investigation  below  the  water  level  disclo^ld 

Like  many  other  problems,  it  all  seems  very  simnle 
when  once  the  unknown  has  been  studied  out  Z  iTS 
.ults  revealed  and  so  it  was  in  this  ca«,.  The  ^j^  Jd 
1  ^^.V^'  **•"'*  '""''^'^  »'  bringing  the  ^AiTro 
dow^had  been  created  by  close  -earch  kJolndition^  by 
^adapting  of  a  sudden  opportunity  which  happened  to 

all  other,  had  considered  to  be,  and  was,  impossible. 

It  wa.  a  trying  risk  and  worthy  of  a  good  reward. 

In  an  undertaking  so  exceptional  as  this  was  it  w.. 
unavoidable  that  unexpected  difficulties  should  W  tC 

dlSr  *"^'  ""  '^''  e^***"  ^'^'  y«*  «°'y  *«  ^  overcome  by 
decwion  and  pertinacity.    Another,  at  this  stage,  cropped 

lock,  and  the  water  run  off  so  a.  to  bring  her  to  the  Lake 
Ontario  level,  or  11  feet  6  inches  below  the  upper  .^fal 
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level.  It  WM  now  found,  when  trying  out  ever:^  noh  of 
the  propoeition,  that  under  the  water  a  froi  of  the 
breaat  wall  there  was  a  big  boom,  or  beam,  extending  aeroM 
the  lock  from  side  to  side. 

Demary  did  not  know  how  it  wai  held  in  podtion,  for 
It  had  been  there  before  he  came  into  the  aervice,  but 
h«  understood  it  had  been  intended  to  stop  v  easels  laden 
too  deeply  from  coming  op  the  canal  and  striking  and 
damaging  the  stonework  of  the  breast  wall. 

Enquiry  at  the  Canal  Ohice  at  St.  Catharines  result*  i 
iM  learning  that  there  were  no  records  of  it,  although  M.-. 
K.  V.  Bodwell,  who  wm  then  the  Canal  Superintendent, 
gave  us  every  aid.  That  beam  had  to  be  got  out  of  the 
way  or  difficulty  might  be  caused,  so  permission  was  ob- 
tained from  Ottawa  for  its  removal  at  our  own  expense. 

First  we  thought  we  would  saw  it  through,  but  soon 
found  that  it  was  sheeted  from  end  to  end  with  plates  of 
iron,  so  we  had  to  begin  the  long  job  of  cutting  the  iron 
under  water.  Many  a  pipe  was  smoked  while  watching  the 
progress,  when  one  day  it  was  noticed  that  heads  of  the 
round  rods  which  held  up  the  beam  in  the  grooves  were 
square,  suggesting  screws  on  the  lower  end.  So  huge 
wrenches  were  forged,  blocks  and  tackle  rigged  up,  and 
after  an  afternoon's  work  with  a  team  and  striking  blows 
with  sledge  hammers,  we  succeeded  in  getting  the  screws 
moving  and,  happy  moment,  the  beam  dropped  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  lock,  where,  no  doubt,  it  still  remains.  So  an- 
other kink  had  been  untwisted. 

Navigation  ceased  for  the  year,  the  canal  was  closed 
for  the  passage  of  vessels  and  the  upper  gates  of  the  lock 
were  opened  and  firmly  secured.  The  Chicora  was  brought 
from  her  mooring,  and  placed  in  the  lock  with  her  bow 
up-stream.    The  water  in  the  lock  was  now  the  same  level 
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M  that  of  the  apper  level.  On  the  6th  December,  1877, 
the  prootM  of  drawing  off  the  water  of  the  flTe-mile  lerel 
WM  begiui,  unwaterinf  the  eanal  aa  f ar  aa  St.  Catharinea. 
It  took  ten  daya  or  ao  before  the  wider  areaa  of  the  drown- 
ed landa  were  nnoovered. 

•t  xZlira^'l  ^^'  '?*•"  '•"'"«  '"*•'  "d  ^•'  antil 
•t  ength  the  steamer  began  lowering  into  the  look.  Being 
luuy  aeenred,  nhe  waa  held  in  poaition  clear  of  all  obataelea 
AU  waa  goinK  well,  but  alowly.  the  time  taken  fbr  the  laat 
few  feet  aeeming  to  be  interminable.    At  laat  aoapenae  waa 

IZ!^    ""  L^*  ^^  '''^"'^'  '•  '^P**"^  thXT  gate 
and  Chicora  floated  out  into  the  harbour  at  the  Lake  On- 

ano  level!     The  barge,  were  quiekly  brought  alongdde, 

he  gu«-d.  were  jacked  up  nnd  faate ned  back  iatoT«^ 

0  be  complete!  after  we  reached  Toronto,  and  the  mT 

S  L'd  JoLlli'^  '""'••*  ^'^'^  ^  '"^  '^^^^  «>'■ 

thelrZT*  ^^  ^  "■*'  "^^  ^•P*-  H11  to  k«,p 
the  tug  Bobb  in  oommiaaion  to  be  ready  to  tow  ua  over 
Being  teUNrraphed  for  the  tug  dul/arrived,  and  a^i 
noon  on  24th  December,  atarted  out  from  Po^  DdlSZ 
with  Chtcora  in  tow.  -wuwe 

Navigation  had  long  been  cloaed  and  we  wero  the  only 
boata  out  on  the  lake.  ^ 

A  i!J!- "'  ""^ ""'^  ''°*  »•«"'  "^  ''•  k^d  •  fine  paaa>ge 
dehghtmg  greatly  when  the  building,  of  Toronto^ 
clearly  ,nto  view-HKwn  we  would  enter  the  haven  where 
we  f„n  would  be.  A.  we  cro«ed  the  lake  a  Jlrtand  " 
crea«ng  bre«e  roae  behind.  A.  we  came  abreaat  of  the 
shoal  near  the  New  Fort  (now  called  SUnleyX,!^) 
and  rounded  up  to  make  for  the  entr«,ee  to  thehXJr 

wrong  with  the  engine.    Carried  on  by  our  way  we  JWng 
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bro«dride  to  the  ■hora  under  our  lee.    A  quarter  of  mi 
hour,  half  an  hour,  three-qutrten  of  »n  hour  pMMd  as 
w«  were  ateadily  drifted  by  the  breeze  nearer  and  nearer 
to  the  beaoh.    We  ooald  not  do  anything  for  ouraelve*- 
■till  there  waa  no    movement  from  the  tug^would  ahe 
never  start  again  t     A  little  nearer  and  we  would  go 
•ground  among  the  sand  and  bouldera,  to  atick  there  per- 
hapa  through  the  whole  of  the  winter  which  waa  so  clow 
•t  hand.    After  working  out  our  enterpriae  to  far,  were 
we  to  be  wrecked  juat  when  safety  waa  leas  than  a  mile 
•w«y»    It  seemed  hard  lines  to  be  so  helpless  at  such  a 
■tage.    But  fortune  had  not  abandoned  her  adventurers, 
for  just  in  the  nick  of  time  we  saw  the  tug  moving,  the 
engine  had  started  again  an^  in  half  an  hour  the  Chicora 
was  inaide  the  harbour,  tied  up  alongside  the  old  North- 
em  Railway  Dock,  her  journey  from  Collingwood  ended 
on  thu  the  afternoon  of  the  day  before  Christmas  Day. 

Capt  Hall,  who  waa  on  his  tug,  had  suffered  aa  much 
from  anxiety  aa  had  we,  for  he  knew  that  every  other  tug 
on  the  lake  had  been  laid  up,  so  there  would  have  been 
nothing  left  to  pull  the  Robb  off  had  she,  as  well  aa  we, 
been  carried  upon  the  bouldered  shore. 

The  Robb  was  the  largest  Canadian  wrecking  tug  then 
on  the  lakea.  She  had  done  service  in  the  Fenian  Raid  of 
1866  at  the  time  of  the  engagement  at  Port  Erie  between 
the  Welland  Battery  and  the  Feniana,  some  of  the  bullet 
marka  still  remaining  on  her  wheel-house.  After  a  long 
and  honourable  career  she  was  grounded  at  Victoria  Park, 
where  her  hull  was  used  to  form  a  portion  of  the  landing 
PK-r,  and  where  some  of  her  timbers  may  still  remain. 

What  a  happy  relief  it  was  to  be  back  on  old  familiar 
ground  again,  to  meet  the  cheery  greetings  and  congratu- 
lations of  the  "Old  Northerners"  of  the  yards  and  ma- 
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chine  shops  who  took  the  utmost  interest  in  this  enterprise 
of  their  President,  Hon.  Frank  Smith,  and  their  General 
Manager,  Mr.  P.  W.  Cumberland,  and  formed  an  affection 
for  the  Chusora  which.is  lasting  and  vivid  to  the  present 

Christmas  was  a  happy  and  well-earned  rest.  We  had 
completed  the  first  part  of  the  undertaking,  but  not  for 
unmeasured  wealth  would  the  «xperience  be  repeated 
Youth  18  energetic  and  looks  forward  in  roseate  hope,  so 
the  anxieties  and  ri^  were  soon  forgotten,  and  all  nerves 
turned  toward  the  business  engagements  and  profits,  which 
now  that  we  had  her  safe  in  hand,  the  boat  was  to  be  set 
to  earn. 

The  balance  of  that  winter,  and  the  spring  of  1878 
were  fully  occupied  in  rebuilding  the  upper  works  of  the 
steamer  m  their  new  form  adapted  to  her  service  as  a 
lay  boat  and  in  overhauling  and  setting  up  the  engine 
after  their  long  rest.    Not  long  after  our  arrivel,  Captain 
Manson  developed  a  severe  inflammation,  which  confined 
hira  to  his  room  in  the  Richmond  House.      Here,  bright 
and  cheerful  to  the  last,  he  died  on  29th  Pebruary  and 
was  buried  in  Collingwood  on  March  2nd,  deeply  re- 
gretted by  aU  sailorfolk  and  particularly  by  our  crew 
Five  others  of  that  crew,  lost  with  the  Wabuno  and  Aria 
found  watery  graves  in  the  waters  of  the  Georgian  Bay' 
1  he  writer  is  now  the  sole  survivor,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  M  Mc- 
Bnde,  and  he  the  only  remaining  members  of  the  oriirinal 
company.  ° 

Por  the  interior  work  a  party  of  experienced  Prench- 
Canadian  ship  jomers  were  brought  up  from  Sorel,  no 
centre  of  ship  carpentering  existing  in  Ontario  at  that 
time. 
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The  comely  main  stairway  which  gives  such  adornment 
to  the  entrance  hall  waa  then  erected  in  all  its  grace  of  re- 

«i  /k"?""'  °''°***  P*"""'  *°^  fl«^^8  -weep  of  head- 
tin,  "''^*»'°"*'«'^«•  ^e°  one  thinks  of  the  unnumberi 
thou«inds  of  traveUers  who  have  passed  up  and  do^^ 
convenient  steps  ones  admiration  and  resect  are  ^ 
for  the  French-Canadian  Foreman  who  designed  its  form 

sht  '^71,'*  "^^^  ™^^  "'"•«'*  *-^  -P«We  workma™ 
8h^,  that  to-day  it  still  displays  its  lines  of  beauty  without 
a  creak  or  strau. 

h,/il  •^*'««°*»7l»e«l-l»ouBe  of  the  upper  lakes  which 
had  been  brought  by  rail  from  Collingwood  was  re-ereoted 
J.  h  .^  columned  sides  and  graceful  curving  cornice  un 
fZeZ'Z'^rB'^'  ^^  ""^^  blockade-running  bell, 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

ThB    NUQAIU    PoBTAb-HlSTOBY    OF    NaMIS    AT    NbWABK 

AND  NuoAHA— A  WlNTEB  OF  ChANOBS— A  NbW 

BlVALBT  BbqUN. 

On  the  south  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  opposite  Toronto, 
w  the  Niagara  Portal,  where  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara 
Hiver  with  high  banks  on  either  hand,  makes  its  entrance 
u>to  the  lake,  forming  the  only  uninterrupted  deep  water 
harbour  on  that  shore. 

Here  the  rapid  waters,  outfall  of  all  the  gatherings  of 
the  inland  Upper  Lakes,  pour  out  in  fullest  volume,  en- 
abling entrance  even  in  winter,  when  all  other  harbours  are 
closed  in  the  grasp  of  ice.  It  is  worthy  of  its  mighty 
source,  the  product  of  the  greatest  Fresh  Water  Lakes  in 
all  the  world. 

Over  the  west  bank  floats  the  Union  Jack  on  Fort  Mis- 
Msuaga,  and  over  the  east  on  Fort  Niagara,  the  Stars  and 
Stnpes,  each  the  emblem  of  the  British  and  United  States 
nationalities,  between  whose  possessions  the  river  forms 
the  boundary  line. 

The  first  port  of  call  on  the  Canadian  side  at  the  mouth 
of  the  nver,  now  known  as  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  had  in 
olden  times  an  importance  and  a  past,  which  much  belies 
Its  present  outlook  of  quiet  and  placidity.  Once  it  was 
the  principal  and  most  noted  place  in  the  Province  of 
Upper  Canada,  and  the  centre  of  legislative  power,  making 
Its  surrounding  neighborhood  full  of  reminiscence 
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The  rocoeMive  changes  in  the  name  of  thia  ancient 

C!^  *  "'  T  "**^««ti°«'  "  in  themaelye.  they  form 
footpruUa  in  the  paths  of  history. 

The  French  had  entered  the  St.  Lawrence  in  1534  and 
«  we  have  seen,  had  fully  established  their  fi^  mite  of 
eonnechon  to  the  Upper  Lakea  and  the  inner  Xrradini 
districts,  via  the  Ottawa  and  Lake  Nipissing.  "hlNia 
gara  R^r  ~ute.  via  Lake  Erie,  had  Ln  learned  of  by 
them  in  1669  under  Pere  GaUinee.  and  foUowed  bv  the 
enterprise  of  the  Griffon  in  1678.  but  th^^^f  forVn^ 
after,  was  oo  fiercely  occupied  by  hostile  Indian  tS 
to  be  greatly  avaUable  for  commercial  use.    A  Lt  al 

Surde'^rr '  '"^^--^'^^  ^  -"P^  the  route  Ler 
Front.n./Ar  f"!'  ""^  ^t^'-^^Pted  by  the  Indians  at 
Frontenac  (Kmgston)  and  driven  back  to  Montreal. 

..J°ii5^-  "''**'**''  *^''*°**  ^°'*  possession  of  the  river 
rj^!  K    ?  "»<*  P«J««de  upon  the  projecting  ,.  iut  on 

bTwhil  ?/  ?***u*'*'^  """"^  ^'^^  Niagara,  the  name 
by  which  the  place  has  ever  since  continued  to  be  known. 

The  little  garrison  was  not  long  able  to  keep  its  foot- 
hold Be«jt  by  Indians  and  cut  off  by  the  faUure  of  food 
applies  expected  from  their  compatriots  in  the  eal  tZ 

tTaTrS"-  T-  "k™'"''  '°*  '''  ^^^  "^'^-^  outT'hipS 

Do^  J^  nT  *  ^"^  f"^"-  ^*  *^  ^'^*"«.  Col.  Thomas 
Dongan,  Qovemor  of  the  English  Colony  of  New  York 
^en  loya^  mibjects  of  Jame.  II..  made  demand  that  the 
French  should  evacuatae  the  fort,  as  it  was  in  Britirii  ter- 
ntoiy  The  British  colonists  of  New  York  and  New  Jer- 
sey had  recently  joined  hands  with  the  Colonies  of  New 
England,  in  a  Britirii  union,  for  united  defence  iJZ 
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the  French.  Upon  the  English  Home  Government  having 
indicated  to  the  French  authorities  its  support  of  the 
Colonial  demand,  the  Marquis  de  DenonviUe,  Governor  of 
Canada,  ordered  the  garrison  to  retire.  This  they  reluct- 
antly did,  but  before  leaving  raised  in  the  centre  of  the 
fort,  under  the  influence  of  Pere  Millet,  their  Jesuit  Mis- 
sionary, a  great  wooden  cross  18  feet  in  height,  upon  which 
they  cut  in  large  letters: 

,  "REGN:  VINC:  IMP:  CHRS:" 
Regnat;  Vincit;  Imperat;  Christus; 
(Christ  Reigns,  Conquers,  Rules.) 
The  place  was  being  for  a  .while  abandoned  as  a  mili- 
tary post,  but  by  this  they  left  notice  that  it  was  still  held 
as  on  outpost  of  their  religion.  ' 

Here  again  at  Niagara  an  episode  was  being  repeated 
exceedingly  similar  to  that  which  had  been  developed  at 
Quebec  a  century  and  a  half  before. 

Jacques  Cartier  and  his  explorers  had  entered  the  St 
Lawrence  and  endured  their  first  winter  at  Stadacona 
(Quebec).    Decimated  by  scurvy  and  privations,  and  in 
extreme  danger  from  the  hostiUty  of  the  Indians,  he  de- 
termmed  to  return  to  France,  taking  with  him  the  rem- 
nants  of  his  expedition.    On  3rd  May,  1536,  three  days  be- 
fore  leaving,  he  raised  upon  the  river  bank  a  cross  35 
feet  in  height,  on  which  was  a  shield  bearing  the  Lilies  of 
France,  and  an  inscription: 
"Pranciscus  Primus  Dei  Oratia  Prancorum  Regnat." 
As  Cartier  had  returned  and  established  their  strong- 
hold at  tidewater,  near  Quebec,  so  the  survivors  of  the 
party  of  Pierre  de  Troyes  at  Niagara,  in  1688,  hoped  they, 
too,  might  again  return  and  repossess  for  their  nation  this 
centre  from  which  they  were  so  reluctantly  retiring.  These 
two  events  so  far  separated  in  time,  are  striking  evidences 
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ofthe  oonrtancy  with  which  the«  pioneers  of  Prance  even 

"s^^rfth^i:^-^--  -'  --- -«H^ 

™o«  t  X'a ?o  "''  "'"'  ^'"^^  '^  ^->-«'  -- 

to  I^i    P°"t'«"//  Fort  Niagara,  commanding  the  route 
to  their  aenea  of  f orta  on  the  Une.  of  the  Ohio  and  M^i^^ 
«PPi,  waa  considered  by  the  French  as  second  in  im^rt 
ance  only  to  that  of  Qnebec.  and  con«H,n^y  ^t  JSl' 

S:^ir';ol'Tf°°.  ^"^-^-Setheya^e^^r 
''£^ cJt.  *^f  ?v*?^  *'***^  "  "^"^  storehonse,  caUed 
enlnl  ^i'  Z^f.  "  «tiU  to  be  seen.    Farther  st^engT 

BeX  ^  ''•P*-  ''°^°*'  "'  *'»«  BattdKf 

In  1759,  notwithstanding  Puchot's  gaUant  defence  the 

Hon.  and  thus  both  ndes  of  the  river  came  under  Britid, 

Thr^B  nationalities  in  succession  had  striven  for  its 
PO«e«on,  the  Indians,  the  French  and  the  British,  from 
whom  It  was  never  again  taken  by  assault 

fortf*ai?nlT^'"i?  '^  ?"'  ^"  •»'  '^'  B«^»l««on  the 
Pi^  1783  to  rf '™,  '"?^"  ^«'-«'  ^^  *»>«  Treaty  of 
N^«  ^*?  transferred  to  the  United  States.  Fort 
Nu^a,  with  some  others,  was  held  in  hostage  for  the 
^Ilment  of  the  reparations  promised  byT  Federal 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  be  made  by  the^^ 

naa  stood  by  the  King  during  the  Rebellion 

h.^*^  ^«P«™tions  were  never  made,  but  after  the  guns 

the  it^;  "r:*^  '"  ^'"'*  ^~'8«'  «°  *»»«  Canadian  S 

:t:rr"A:i7r^  ^"^'  "°^  ^^^  ^-  ^-^^' 
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t,l  the  War  of  1812.  when  in  reUliation  forZiu^g 
of  Newark,  the  fort  waa  aaaanltwl  and  taken  by  .torm  by 
the  Britiah  under  Col.  Murray  on  the  night  S  wZ^ 
ee^l^r.  1813.  and  the  Union  Jack  waa  ofce  JH^ 

i«if  ""T*  """"^^J  »  *J^  Po-ition  unta  in  February. 
1814.  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  Fort  Niagara  wa.  once 
nvore  gracefully  given  over  and  again,  and^  pTe,^ 
fetara  and  Stripes  took  the  place  of  the  Red  CroW  Ja^k. 
„,  .u  T,"^!^"^""  *PP«*"  ^«™»«  the  opening  period 
fl^T  ^f  *•"'  °«Shborhood,  but  applied  particuli^y  to 

«de^»nH *rr  °''^,i«««°  t°  «'««  the  river  to  the  weatem 
«de  and  Abner  Gilbert  reports  in  1761,  the  beginning  of 
a  village  called  Butlersberg,  on  the  west  shore.Xed  Jfter 
Colonel  Butler,  the  Commander  of  the  celebrated  "But- 
ler  .  Ra^ra"  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  which  waa 
afterwards  largely  settled  by  United  Empire  Loyaliata. 

to  ^^  °*?*!  T.  *""'^  "'"°«*^  *°  ^^t  Niagara  in  order 
to  distmguiah  it  from  Fort  Niagara. 

At  the  advent  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Simcoe.  in  1791 
and  presumably  at  hi.  instance,  a  new  name  Newark,  afte^ 
a  town  in  Nottinghamshire.  EngLnd.  was  given  t^  this 
town  on  the  west  bank,  and  in  1792,  by  royal  procUuna- 

lol  ?"  fu'"'  "^™  *"  °®*''*^  tranaferred  from  the 
town  to  the  surrounding  townahip. 

*-i  Newark  then  became  the  seat  of  Government,  and  Capi- 
tal of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  pUce  of 
reudence  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  This  dirtinction 
and  advantage  it  enjoyed  unrestrictedly  until  1793  when 
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"oeat  rictory  of  HRR   ♦!.   *J?**  <»' Jo*.  «  honor  of  a 

Although  Go^e^of  a^fj  .'  ??*  "'  ^^'^'^  '"  '"'•"'J*"- 
denceT  V^2    u  ^  ""^  *'"°*"  removed  his  rem- 

Cimd*  oontmued  to  hni7^'  •         ^'•''•'nents  of  Upper 
the  town  toTTh.  „^-  .        '  '*"'*""'  **  N«^A.  "d 

Simca.    fi„.i7r  «a«ell,  the  micceMor  of  Governor 

«^^coe,  finally  removed  the  Provincial  headquartersto 

'«.» Tori.  Swi,  ™i  r^'',;*",'"*  •'°''"«' 

Old  nam«i  die  hard,  so  we  find  John  Maude  in  isnn 

Newa^t  Tetents  J3?  ^^  '"^^^  *»>«  -ame  of 
writing  in  1811  Z^^I^™  J  "T"*  '^''^  ^^^l^' 
the  rZr,  the  wind  w-  K.  "''°  ****  "^^^^  "^e  of 

cro«  to  New«r  ""'"^  ""  ^"^  *••«*  '  ^"W  "ot 

town'l^e.ttt ^wTblr;^^^^^  -^'^  ^»-  -  ^'•e 

had  obtained  pirio„™1h^     '  •^™'"'"^  ^'^P"'  ^^o 
mea  possession  ,n  the  previous  spring,  but  were 


if 


ft. 


ill 


8«     A  CENTURY  OP  SAIL  AND  STEAM 

!rR?*T!°'  '"''"  ''  '°  con^quenee  of  the  i«lv«,ce  of 
the  Bntwh  troops  under  Col.  Murray;  the  American.  Gen- 

WalTTw  *K°°  ****  •P*'*  ^  '^^  ^°***^  States  Secretary  of 
War  at  Waahuigton  and  describing  in  his  official  report  of 
the  position  of  affairs  writes:  "The  village  of  Newark  is 
now  m  flames."  This  destruction  and  the  infliction  oJ 
great  privations  upon  the  inhabitants  and  children,  in 
the  nudst  of  a  severe  winter  may  have  been  justified  under 

er«i  inhuman.  General  McLure  and  hi.  forces,  however, 
.7h1^  ?  Pf««P«tely  across  the  river  to  the  United  States 
mtt  .^  i  T  f  *•*"  *''°'''  200  tents  of  their  encamp- 

whtltK  r.^"^'*'  "'""'*'"»'  """^  *•»«  »«^  barracks 
which  they  had  just  completed  untouched,  so  that  we  may 
hope  that  some  of  the  women  and  children  were  not  with- 
out temporary  shelter. 

With  this  total  destruction  in  1813  seems  also  to  have 
passed  away  the  name  Nev  rk.  and  the  town  arose  from 
Its  ashes  as  Niagara. 

In  after  times,  as  the  towns  and  villages  in  this  Niagara 
district  increased  u.  number,  not  a  few  difficulties  were 
wcasioned  by  a  similarity  of  names,  such  as  Niagara  Palls 
Niagara  Palhi  Centre,  Niagara  South,  Niagara,'etc.  In 
1900  the  name  of  Niagara-on-the-Lake  was  introduced  as 
being  a  geographical  and  distinctive  name,  appropriate  to 
the  lakeside  position.    This,  while  not  at  first  accepted  by 

rV  *  )!« ^*^''  *''*^°"'  y^*  ^''^'°«  ^°  authoriajd  by 
the  lost  Office  Department,  is  now  the  correct  address 
Ihe  name  is  certainly  one  expressing  the  individuality  of 
the  town  and  its  -merampled  position  as  an  interesting 
place  of  resort,  and  jMihaps  is  better  than  that  of  Old 
Niagara,  which  some  people  still  use  in  speaking  of  it 
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for  the  C 'nadr^:the™"Lf;^^^^^^^^^^ 

•r«ct  for  the  performance  of    he  LJi  e™  t/T^."""^ 
rail  and  water  route  between  Rnff-^  v-  combined 

was  negotiated   and  afw         u  ?  J  ^^"'*'""'*  ""'^  '^°™«to 
had  been  rft;d  ;ndtule7wth  tt\^^    consideration 

ed  for  final  execution     rXmlm^t"  ?^  '"""^ 
Hon   Frank  «4.„uk     wi.   ?  ""*"«""  nt  was  also  made  by 

Mr.  Robert  K«.rr  h«^  k_         ^"         *"*  P'^cedmg  year 
•ad  Pawnger  Agent  of  th,  N^jfr  ?    "•'  *^'"«*' 

A  ticket  office  was  opened  by  Mr.  CnmbcplanH  f™  fh. 
N..^ra  route  and  the  Upper  Lake,  with """'t^I' 
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Wyatt  of  th«  Intnan  Line,  and  0.  W.  Irwin,  Cuatoma 
Broker,  at  35  Yonge  atreet,  under  the  then  Ameriean 
Hotel  on  the  north-eaat  corner  of  Front  and  Yonge  atreeta, 
now  covered  by  the  building  of  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Trade.  The  agencies  of  all  the  ocean  and  inland  ateamahip 
companies  were  at  that  time  located  either  on  Front  or 
on  Yonge  streets,  in  this  neighborhood.  Donald  Milloy. 
the  agent  of  the  Richelieu  and  Royal  Mail  Linea  and  the 
C'Uy  of  Toronto  waa  on  the  Front  street  side  of  the  Ameri- 
can Hotel,  while  thia  for  Upper  Lakes  and  the  Ckicoro 
waa  on  the  Yonge  atreet  front. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  caipe  a  bolt  from  the  blue. 
The  oportunities  for  another  steamer  in  the  Niagara  River 
route  had  evidently  attracted  the  attention  of  other  people 
as  well  as  ourselves.    There  had  been  rumors  that  Mr.  R. 
0.  Lunt,  of  Predericton,  New  Brunswick,  might  bring  his 
fast  river  steamer  the  Hotkesay  up  to  Lake  Ontario,  or  the 
St.  Lawrence  River.    His  route  on  the  St.  John  River  be- 
tween Predericton  and  St  John  had  been  spoiled  by  recent 
railway  construction;  he  was  thus  open  for  a  new  route. 
Mr.  Donald  Macdonald  of  Toronto  was  his  brother-in-law, 
so  that  he  was  not  without  local  advice  and  influence.  The 
announcement  was  now  made  that  an  arrangement  had 
been  come  to  between  the  City  of  Toronto  and  the  Rothe- 
say to  run  together  on  the  Niagara  route.    The  Hon.  Prank 
Smith  a*  once  sent  for  Mr.  Donald  Milloy  and  was  sur- 
prised to  be  told  that  the  undertaking  which  had  been 
made  to  run  the  City  of  Toronto  in  connection  with  the 
Chicora,  would  not  be  fulfiUed  and  that  it  was  not  binding 
on  the  owners  of  the  steamer.    Needlesa  to  say  Mr.  Smith 
was  enraged,  and  bringing  his  hand  down  with  a  decisive 
smash  declared  that  he  would  see  them  through  various 
places  for  their  perfidy. 
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ftii«I  to  dfcwr  a.  to  I^TTLkIT  t^  J'"**»' •«»  »► 
i- .«.. -U.!^^  J2;:JJ^  «^-^-«ld  not  M  « 

■-i  withct  •ither^^rpSjTr  "'-^  "*  *^ 

»«*  "Wifllt    The  only  do^^l^T^L^  iVS^  ^^ 

Town  rtoqt  .  StoTiJrS  ^^  ''-  «»  th.  Uppr- 

•»  iti  "PPT  JTd^  i^hTlT''^  riflit.  of  tU.  do3 

^--S^^^^rnot^^  *•  ;r-  »^  »-«-.d 

«•  hotd  Md  Iwir^S^  ^'^*'  no  douH  Wag  to 
Plenfahtd.  H  not  iS^JZLT      "^  "^^'^  •»**  "»• 

:X'^'  0.  inte^TeioX^  sr  tC Lr 

»J»e  other  rte.m«w.  ^oul  '^^  *"  connection  with 

«'«dtodoio.    iSd^;^  "y*"'**  '•"•'  **•-  -""^ 
"■  aoe«  1.  ui  many  wvi  .  mneh  roperior 
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boating  point  than  any  other,  but  as  the  next  best  place  we 

Becured  entry  at  the  west  side  of  Yonge  Street  at  "Mowat'g 

Dock."  afterwards  called  "Geddes'  Dock."  and  now  the 

Lity  Dock.  '  our  berth  being  along  the  face  fronting  the 

Another  bolt  was  now  to  come.    All  the  details  of  our 
contract  with  the  Canada  Southern  had  been  settled  early 
in  the  spring,  the  documents  drawn  and  requiring  only 
the  signature  of  the  President.     Unfortunately  at  this 
juncture  a  change  of  control  came  and  the  Canada  South- 
ern passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Michigan  Central,  and 
under  another  President,  who,  on  being  interviewed  at 
Cleveland,  was  quite  pleasant,  sent  for  the  contract,  read 
it  over,  but  said  decisively  that  it  had  not  been  signed  and 
there  would   be  no   contract!    In  his   opinion  it  was  not 
desirable  to  make  a  term  of  years  contract,  tying  his  com- 
pany to  any  one  boat,  but  under  the  special  circumstances 
agreed  to  give  us  a  connection.    I  pointed  out  that  we  had 
gone  to  all  the  risk  and  expense  and  had  brought  the 
V  Atcora  down  on  the  faith  of  that  contract,  but  as  he  said 
he  wouldn't  adopt  it,  he  was  at  once  assured  that  we  would 
work  just  as  hard  for  expansion  of  the  traffic  and  would 
earn  and  win  his  company's  support,  so  we  parted  on 
friendly  terms. 

There  was  nothing  else  for  it.  We  might  just  as  well 
take  It  pleasantly  for  it  was  good  to  have  even  half  a  con- 
nection with  one  of  the  railways  on  the  river.  It  certainly 
felt  a  disappointment  not  to  have  contract  control  of  that 
section  of  the  traffic,  but  one  is  disposed  to  think  that  it 
was  for  the  best,  and  indeed  has  so  proved.  We  have  built 
our  way  up  by  providing,  at  the  instance  of  the  railways, 
all  the  requirements  that  that  water  traffic  needs.  It  is 
better  to  deserve  a  route  and  hold  it  by  efficient  sei-vice  for 
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r*!!!"^!*""**'  *™"*'°«  *°  J""*  «°'*  ^'nicsble  endeavor 
contract '  '  "*'**''  **"""  *"  ^""^  "^''^  **""*  °^  *  ^^"°*' 
The  importance  of  the  ownership  of  landing  places  had 
been  80  impressed  by  the  recent  events  that  I  availed  of  an 
opportunity,  which  offered  to  purchase  the  dock  and  water 
ot  at  Queenston,  although  the  traffic  at  that  point  was 
then^so  light  that  it  could  scarcely  be  considered  a  port 

This  British  port  at  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario  naviga- 
tion at  this  upper  end  of  "Queen's-ton"  was  the  loyally- 
named  co-relative  and  partner  of  "King's  Ton"  at  the 
lower  end.  Its  glory  had  been  great,  but  had  long  depart- 
ed leaving  little  but  the  noted  "Queenston  Spring  " 
whose  pure  and  running  waters  still  pour  perennially 
from  the  side  of  the  bank  alongside  the  dock. 

The  purchase  did  not  at  that  time  receive,  much  ap- 
proval by  some,  but  fully  justified  itself  later  .a,  and  was 
the  first  step  ,n  that  policy  of  acquiring  the  wharf  pro- 
perties at  all  points  on  our  route,  which  has  ever  sLe 
been  consistently  followed  by  the  company. 

As  we  had  expected  that  our  intended  partner  would 
provide  us  with  railway  connections  on  the  river  and  with 
ticketing  arrangements  for  foreign  business,  we  had  not 
done  much  except  in  local  preparations.    The  "City"  re 
fused  to  present  us  to  the  railway  companies  and  tendered 

ov»ll  .  Tk  1.  ^''  P"*°''"'  "«  ^^'  '•«"^''y  companies 
loyally  stood  by  their  old  connection,  we  were  left  out  to 
do  the  best  we  could  on  our  own  account. 

We  had  now  to  prepare  all  these  matters  for  our- 
selves, a  pretty  considerable  work  of  organization,  but 

r^  T'^u"''^  """'*  °^''**^«  ^*  ""^  «t  »«"»th  pushed 
through.    The  main  difficulty  was  in  the  railway  connec- 
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tZu"  ^J^°"'  ""^  •*y*'°'*  ^^^'-J^'  'here  the  railways 
would  neither  accept  ticketa  for  u-.  nor  i«„e  tick^Zr 

Indltth  .J"'^  ^'°*"*  ""***°"««''  determined  to 
stand  by  their  old  connections  with  the  "City,"  and  would 
not  have  any  dealings  with  us.    The  Hon   Pra:^  Smi  h 

Sfl  L  th  *"'  "**"■**■  ^°  ^'^^  ^»*^'«t.  placing 

before  him  the  posiiion  which  had  been  anticipated  but 
had  been  disrupted,  with  the  "City,"  but  to  no'Lv^.    ? 

Me    ZrrT.  "°^  "^"^  "^"  °^«»»»  unsurmount- 
able.     Some  would  have  quailed  and  laid  down. 

veT^lTZ''"V'^"*  '^  '^*  ^°  I«»^h,  good  beam, 
StZTh.  rv'  ''1^''"*™!  <'"bin,-  a  more  commodious 
r-dav"  t«t  ^  ^.  ^•'^  ""^  particularly  well  arranged  as 
LJ^^  ^  *"•*  '''"  "P"*"^  t«  have  a  high  rate  of 
a^t^a^d.  Z^'"'''^  "'*  •'•^-  The  CWa  ^hort^y 
JJ  C'^^r'^'^i"'^"  *"*  ^^  ^"°»  *»»«  Northern  docta 
t»  frer  'Station.  The  contrast  between  the  two  steamera 
was  most  noticeable,  the  Rothesay  with  high  w^kir^" 
engine  and  broad  skimming  dish  appearanc^    ^1h  th^ 

the^iwr^i  '*  *'* "'"  ""*•»*  '^'''^^  »>«  »-*-- 

The  C»Vy  of  Toronto,  as  had  for  many  years  been  usual 
a  custom  coming  down  from  the  time  when  t^erTwerno 

;"  s  ;r  ? '''  '^r  °'  *••*  '-'^«'  opened  12:: 

on^mTrnLTliJP'  '^^™°*^  "*  '  ""-  '""^^  ^'^  *^« 
We  had  made  our  appointments  in  March,  Captain 
Thomas  Harbottle,  the  leading  favorite  of  the  R^yaf  MaS 
Line,  was  placed  in  command.    A  rnddy-faced  joSlper 
Bonage.  with  flowing  Dundreary  whiskers'^  inclining  to^" 
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cordial  manners,  a  good  seaman,  who  held  with  ever-in- 
crea«ng  respect  and  confidence  the  good-will  of  the  Royal 
Mail  Company  and  of  the  travelling  public.  Mr.  J.  Ellis 
Who  had  a  good  connection  in  Toronto  and  held  full 
marine  certificates,  as  captain  on  both  Atlantic  and  Inland 
lakes  was  appointed  First  Officer,  and  George  Moore 
Chief  Engineer.  Alex.  Leach  continued  as  Purser 
1  JJ^^'^'^st^nd  ""-1  lunch  counter  on  the  steamer  were 
^  to  a  young  ...an  then  in  the  employ  of  ChUholm 
Brother^  the  proprietors  of  the  similar  privileges  on  the 
Richelieu  &  Ontario,  and  River  St.  Lawrence  steamers 

As  steamers  were  added  by  us,  T.  P.  Phelan  grew  with 
tfie  line.  Subsequently  he  was  entrusted  with  aU  the 
catering  for  the  company.  Prom  this  he  advanced  to 
similar  business  at  all  the  refreshment  stations  of  the 

noTtH   ^^K'^t  ?™"'^  ''™'*  ^''''^^  K»"^»y".  00  that 
now  the  Canada  Railway  News  Co.  (which  is  T.  P  Phelan) 

18  the  largest  news  and  catering  company  in  Canada. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

PiKST  Skason  ok  the  Nuoara  Navioation  CO.-A  Hot 

Competitfon-Steamboat  Manoeuvred 

A  compKmentary  excursion  to   Niagara,  leavinir  at 

the  race.  "^  ^"''  ""^  «^«"™on  to  view 

Rive?so"ou:fi™;V"^""«^  *'«  P™^'«™«  «»  the  Niagara 
wiver  so  our  first  business  operation  wjw  in  a«„tu      j? 

U^HamUton,  bemg  introduced  by  the  following  a^rtT" 

QUEEN'S  BIRTHDAY 

24th  May,  1878 

GRAND  EXCURSION  TO  HAMILTON 

Magnificent  Steamer 

CH  ICORA 

Will  \tt\t  Mowart'*  dock  at  i  a  m  •..j  i  n 


Splendid  Band  of  .h.  RoTaTEnSrA^J:;^"- 
trip  irul^-^'Sr  °'^»~"«"  "-e  St.,^,'!:.,  _...  ^.'!!.""''  .»?."«^-- 


For  the  convenience  of  i>a.«n»,r^7l,rsr'  ""•"««"■•  ArtiUery  Battalion. 

Jarlo*  CumberUnd.  A  J.V  «  ^"'  "."""'  '^«*'*'  »<•'». 


Barlow  C^^^l^f  ^'^^  sZ? 
GOD  SAVE  THE  QUEEn!^ 
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The  PMults  were  highly  satiBfactory,  the  public  beina 
anxiou.  to  aee  the  steamer  and  intereiSd  in  L  progZ 
Another  charter  which  was  declined  may  be  mentioned 
he^ng  the  establishing  of  a  principle  which  was  not  depar" 

at  Oakv  He,  which  was  to  be  consecrated  and  opened  with 
n^uch  eclat  on  a  Sunday.  At  that  time  there  wer^e  no  trl^ 
th«  o      ."w"^'  ""  '^'  ^^'^^^^^  '"><1  Toronto  Branch  of 

ny?''"'Jr'™.""'T  ""'^  *'«  ''°^^  -'^y  ^^  -l^-h 
to  ^oin  '.nT  '°°*"'»^-'°*  ^^-^  Toronto  could  be  expected 
to  join  m  the  ceremonies  would  be  by  making  arrange- 
ments or  an  excursion  by  water.  There  would  have  been 
no  legal  objection  to  this,  as  the  rigidity  of  Sunday  legisla 

.on  had  not  then  been  introduced.    The  OakvilleVuThori- 

PrliSnTf.^'""'''"  '°  '^''''''  '^'  ^**^«''«'  ''°d  ««  the 
h11  P  ..f  ?'  r'!^''"^  ""^  *  ^""^  Catholic,  and  the 
Bomau  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Toronto  strongly  supported 
the  application,  they  felt  assured  of  compliance    A  Sy 

;?rLrt  ZV^^  "  f^  °°  the.Sunday  aftemoon^rom 
loronto  to  Oakville  and  back.    The  matter  was  considered 

fV^         t  *"**  .'*  """  unanimously  resolved  that  the 

thtT  T    .°°*  ^  ™°  °°  ^""^'^y^-    0°«  ^l  not  say 

tions.  aUhn'^TTv.  ""^  '""'■"'^  ^"^  *°  ""8^«"»  ««>°»dera 
tions,  although  these,  no  doubt,  were  not  without  weight, 
but  It  was  also  settled  upon  plain  business  principles 

wnnT^  '*!'""*''  ""^  '°*''"^«^  *  considerable  contest  and 
would  need  every  care.    In  a  competition  with  two  steam- 

the  highest  eflSciency.  This  could  not  be  done  if  we  ran 
the  s  earner  across  the  lake  on  every  day  of  the  week  The 
maintenance  of  the  regularity  of  the  steamers  and  the 
reputation  of  the  Niagara  River  Line  has  without  doubt 
boen  considerably  gained   by  confining  the   running  to 
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week  day.  only."     The    increwing    requirement,   for 

through  connection.,  particularly  from  thTAmerican  R." 

way.  on  the  «.uth  .hore.  where  Sunday  train,  have  ^Tt ly 

.ncrea«d,  may  «,»«  day  bring  about  a  change  ^ 

On  Saturday,  Irt  June,  Chicora  left  Toronto  dock  at 

and  n;^^  ,"  T  "**"'"  "'*""^"  ^=^«»"'°"  *«  Niagara, 
and  on  Monday,  June  3rd,  began  her  regular  double  trin 
•ervice  leaving  at  7.05  a.m.  and  2.05  p.m.  ^ 

A.  matters  on  the  Niagara  River  were  still  in  process 
of  organization  we  did  not  at  first  run  beyond  Niagara  ex 

St^^rrr^^  ""'  f'^''^'  afte^ool^X^t^e 
full  trip  up  the  river  to  Lewiston  was  made 

It  was  very  early  found  that  the  trip  up  the  river  is 
the  mam  attraction  to  the  rdute,  giving,  as  it  does  scen- 
ery unusual  and  without  compare,  a  r4ite  from  t^;  Tpen 
ake  and  allowing  a  stroll  on  shore,  either  at  Niagara  or 
Lewiston,  while  awaiting  the  return  journey. 

•  ^'^****t''*'^  beginning  the  competition  was  a  whirl- 
wind Mr.  Lunt  was  an  adept  at  steamboat  competition 
and  it  wa.  our  business  to  go  him  one  better,  and  aUM>  to 
have  our  steamer  and  facilities  made  as  widely  known  as 
po«ible  to  the  travelling  public. 

At  Toronto  the  entrances  to  the  two  docks,  alongside 
one  another  on  the  Esplanade,  were  trimmed  with  "^eil- 
ers,  who  finally  expanded  up  Yonge  Street  to  Front,  and 
even  to  King  Street.  One  thing  insisted  on,  so  far  ^  our 
men  were  concerned,  was  that  there  should  be  no  decrving 
of  the  character  or  condition  of  the  rival  boats. 

nm^"n*'?'*%''"'^  P"^  '°*°  **•"  ^«°^«  «'  e^e*y  Ticket 
Office  Broker,  Insurance  or  Real  Estate  Agent  in  Toronto. 

whether  up-town  or  down-town,  who  would  take  them  in 

provided  one  thing  only,  that  he  had  an  office  opening  on 
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the  itreet.  Every  hotel  porter,  with  hi.  .igter.,  hi.  couMniL 
and  h«  aunts,  was  created  .  friend,  and  the  itinerant  cab 
was  just  a.  welcome  as  the  official  bus.  We  were  out  to 
get  business  from  every  quarter. 

The  City  in  previous  years  had  issued  a  ticket  at  *10 
to  members  of  one  family  for  ten  round  trips  on  any 
afternoon.    We  put  a  general  rate  on  of  $1.00  without  anv 
restrictions,  and  by  gradual  reductions  it  reached  50  cents 
on   Wednesday   and   Saturday  afternoons.     This  was   a 
round  trip  rate  whjeh  had  been  introduced  by  the  South, 
em  Belle  in  1877  for  the  afternoons  of  Tuesday,  Thursday 
and  Saturday  on  her  route  from  York  Street  (Tinning's 
Wharf)  to  Niagara  and  return.     We  now  extended  it  to 
l^wiston  and  return,  giving  a  view  of  the  really  splendid 
scenery  of  the  river  which  had  never  previously  been  open- 
ed  at  reduced  rates.    The  public  quickly  took  in  the  idea 
and  gave  us  business.    In  addition  to  general  business  we 
energetically  xvorked  up  the  Society  and  Church  excur- 
sions, becoming  an  unpleasant  thorn  in  the  sides  of  those 
who  had  so  summarily  thrown  us  over  and  whom  we  were 
now  obliged  to  attack.  It  was  in  this  season  that  the  Cale- 
donian  Society  made  their  first  excursion  with  us,  a  con- 
nection and  comradeship  which  in  all  the  thirty-four  years 
has  never  once  been  interrupted. 

Matters  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake  were  somewhat 
different.  We  had  no  railway  connections  to  issue  tickets 
oyer  us  or  direct  passengers  to  our  boat.  We  had  to  pro- 
vide for  this  entirely  of  ourselves,  having  thus  to  promote 
business  on  both  sides  of  the  route.  Printer's  ink  was  ex- 
tensively used  by  newspaper  advertisements,  descriptive 
folders,  dodgers  and  timetables.  A  large  and  excellent 
framed  colored  lithograph  of  the  Steamer  was  issued  with 
the  lettering: 
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THE  NIAGARA  NAVIGATION  COMPANY'S 
STEAMER 


TORONTO 


CHICORA 

PLYING   BETWERN 


NIAGARA 


HON.  FRANK  SMITH, 
President. 


LEWISTON, 


BARLOW  CUMBERLAND, 
Managfer. 


offlll'*'!  ^1""^  i"T'^  distributed  to  the  hotels  and  ticket 
offices  introduced  the  steamer  in  her  new  conditions.  There 

ZlfAn  "^rV"^*  ^^*t  ^'^  we  fully  advised  the 
public  of  herself  and  movements,  but  all  this  advertising 
and  introduction,  cost  much  expense  in  money  and  energy! 
The  ticketing  arrangements  on  the  south  shore  were 
somewhat  difficult.  Passenger  business  thirty  years  a^ 
was  conducted  under  very  different  conditions  from  such 

no  S/'  Tr'.  '^^'''  ""'''  ""'  «"'''"•  regulations, 
no  State  or  Inter-State,  Authorized  Tariffs,  no  Railway 
Commissioners.  Each  railway  and  each  passenger  depart- 
ment  was  a  law  unto  itself  to  be  guided  and  regulated  by 
whatever  conditions  or  rates  might  at  the  time  be  consid- 
ered most  desirable  for  the  promotion  of  its  own  business 
oy  the  officers  in  charge. 

Ticket  "scalping"  abounded,  being  looked  upon  by  the 
public  as  a  protection  against  the  uncontrolled  ratings  by 
the  railways,  and  a  promoter  of  competition  where  com- 
bination might  otherwise  be  effectual.  There  were  several 
Associations  of  "Ticket  Scalpers,"  some  of  much  power 
and  reliability,  but  all  were  equally  denounced  by  the 
railways  Yet  therP  were  in  fact  not  a  few  instances  where 
the  regular  issues  of  some  of  the  (for  the  time-favoured) 
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raUway  companies  might  be  found  in  an  under  drawer  of 

energetic  workers  were  our  opportunity     All Th-       • 
«pal  ^alping  Offices  between  cC^lT^^Z^  "^Z 

S,t  oMicT'tf"'?"'  """^  ^^*''*°"'  ^-«  -'^d  S 

could  rn  j^%^:  ard'^buiLr'^^rwrr;^ 

mincng  matters,  we  were  in  the  fight  to  win  out^hll 

was'iTuru'  rr^^r-n  -^.^°*-'-"- 

anceships  and  conne:Lf  Zld '  s  Tn^f  p"rng^^^^ 

CoTh°v*''  '^r*'^™  ««""«y  -»»-  workTng  up  r^ew 
Couchiching  and  Muskoka  tourist  business  introduced  'n 
the  several  preceding  years.  ■^™aucea  in 

It  was  in  this  season  of  1878  that  the  converging  rail 

T^  Zl'Jt:^lV'^'  '™™  ''^  «.uth"r«,ut 
Zt^tJt^:  •^^*°  *  "^"^^'^  0^  fa"«e  excursions 
ror  tftree  days  to  Niagara  Palls  and  return,  on  soecial 
trains  both  ways,  and  at  rates  for  the  roun"  rfn  not  far 
from,  and  often  less,  than  single  L7  M^^Tlhl 
separate  railways  have  since  been  merL  in  to  s^L 
or  other  of  the  main  Trunk  Lines,  but  Sen'^y  w"er 

to  make  up  a  Through  Special."  The  most  successful 
excursions  of  these  were  the  series  which  came  ev^nei 
from  the  then  Wabash  District,  from  Indianra^d  JSe 
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WDthweit,  and  were  known  m  the  "Friendly  Hand"  <«. 
caraione.  The  name  aroae  from  a  apecial  trade  mark  whieh 
appeared  in  all  the  Wabaah  folden  and  announoementa,  of 
an  outatretehed  hand  with  the  thumb  and  flnger*  apread, 
on  each  of  whieh  waa  ahown  the  line  and  principal  ata- 
tiona  of  each  one  of  th.  contributing  railwaya  that  fed 
their  exeuraiona  into  the  main  stem.  The  excnraioniata 
were  energetic,  and  although  the  "Palls"  waa  the  foena 
of  their  route,  we  induced  large  numbers  of  them  to  eroaa 
over  to  Toronto.    A  prevailing  alogan  was: 

"One  day  to  Palls, 
One  day  to  stay, 
Next  day  Toronto 
And  then  'get  away.'  " 

Wheu  the  long  special  excursion  train  slowly  came 
down  the  curve  from  the  town  station  at  Niagara  to  the 
dock  to  join  ;he  steamers,  it  waa  gall  and  wormwood  to 
the  Ciiy  or  the  Rothesay,  lying  in  waiting,  to  see  the  crowd 
of  linen  duster  tourists  as  they  poured  out  of  the  train 
make  straight  for  the  Chicora,  "The  boat  with  the  two  red 
funnels."  We  got  them  all,  for  we  had  many  and  right 
good  friends. 

In  those  early  days,  before  the  "Park  Commlsaionera" 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  had  taken  public  possession  of 
the  surroundings,  there  were  few  places  at  the  Palls  from 
which  either  the  river  or  the  rapids  could  be  seen  without 
paying  a  fee.  The  proprietors  of  thr:e  places  issued  ticketa 
in  little  hooka,  containing  coupons  for  admittance  to  all, 
or  to  a  selection,  of  these  "points  of  interest,"  and  put 
them  all  in  the  hands  of  the  managers  of  the  excursions. 
The  advertisement  "dodgers"  announced: 
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Excursion  to  the  Falls 
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Tb*  R0|:iiUr  Prices 
for  AdiniMion  ara  to 


Suapeniion  Bridgre   and   Return  25c. 

Protpect  Park     ....  2V. 

Art  Gallery         ....  2Sc. 

MuMum  and  Opera.on  .  SOc. 

Garden  of  Living  Animal*  .  2Jc. 

Om  ticket  pwphsMd  o*  tk«  tnia  for  tl.OO 
Admit*  tb«  Holder  to  aU  Ikcse  re|ttlar  fricoa. 

A  ,f^  *!°"°^  commission  on  these  sales  wu  a  helpful 
"find"  or  side  cut"  to  the  energetic  young  railway  men 
who  personally    accompanied    these    excursions,  through 
their  trains,  on  the  way  to  the  Palls,  carrying  large  aatchela 
with  their  selections  of  "Points  of  Interest"  and  other 
tickeU,  and  answering  the  multitude  of  enquiries  made  by 
their  tourist  patrons.     An  extension  ticket  to  "Toronto 
and  Return"  was  a  pleasant  addition  to  their  warei,  and  a 
satisfactory  introduction  to  us.    Some  of  these  travelling 
passenger  men,  by  their  energy  and  successful  handling 
of  these  excursions,  brought  themselves  into  notice,  and 
afterwards  rose  to  be  heads  of  Passenger  Departments,  and 
even  into  Presidents  of  Railways!    As  a  reminder  of  their 
trip  each  tourist  was  given  by  us  a  souvenir  of  Toronto, 
and  even  if  excursionists  struck  a  rough  day  and  rendered 
up  their  tributes  to  Lake  Ontario,  it  was  of  novel  interest 
to  many  who  had  never  before  seen  a  lake  wide  enough 
to  have  been  "out  of  sight  of  land,"  and  saUing  over 
waves  big  enough  to  make  a  large  steamer  rock. 

In  this  way  began  what  has  since  been  so  greatly  de- 
veloped, the  Reduced  Rate  Excursions  to  Toronto,  via  the 
Niagara  River,  and  the  making  known  of  the  features  of 
the  City  as  a  Summer  Resort  by  this  advocacy,  and  the 
thousands  of  dollars  which  the  Niagara  Navigation  Com- 
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At  Lewirton  we  took  everyone  on  boani  that  wanted 
to  come;  in  fact,  our  "runner."  atrenuoualy  invited  them. 
The  moment  the  dmty  two-horw  "atage."  from  the  New 
York  Central  atation  unloaded  their  atill  more  durty  tra- 
vel  era  in  front  of  Cornell',  Hotel  at  the  top  of  the  bank 
at  he  ataircaae.  they  were  appealed  to  by  the  rival  touts 
or   he  competing  ateamera,  either  to  take  the  "black  fun- 

with  the  red  funnela"  further  down  the  dock.    It  waa  a 
little  bit  of  pandemonium. 

No  tioketa  were  collected  by  ua  at  the  gangway-it 
waa  come  right  on  board,"  the  ticketa  being  collected 
while  croaaing  the  lake  after  leaving  Niagara. 

If  the  traveller  had  no  ticket,  we  collected  fare  from 
him  at  full  tariff;  if  he  had  a  ticket  over  the  other  boata 
we  accepted  it  and  graciously  carried  him  aeroaa  free;  if 

w..  f  ^••'"'       °"''  ***"  "*'^'*«  ^^  •'"o^  embraeed  him. 
What  difference  did  it  make  to  ua  whether  the  ticketa  read- 
ing over  the  other  boata  were  oaahed  to  ua  or  not,  we  had 
the  more  ample  space  and  better  accommodatfen  on  oura. 
Ferhapa  the  passenger  might  esteem  the  compliment  and 
»?■>:;»»  twveller  over  ua  on  some  other  day.   Besides, 
people  like  following  the  crowd,  and  the  larger  number 
helps  to  make  a  show.    Times  have  been  known  in  com- 
petitions on  the  Upper  Lakea  where  the  central  cabins 
prevent  both  sides  of  the  steamer  being  seen  at  once,  when 
m  addition  to  the  avaUable  passengers,  every  one  possible 
of  waiters  and  crew  have  been  spread  out  on  the  passing 
side  of  the  upper  cabin,  when  meeting  a  rival  boat     It 
rfives  an  appearance  of  prosperity  and  suggests  the  ap- 
proval of  the  public. 
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Juit  hero  let  me  bear  toitiniony  to  the  ability  and 
fidelity  of  I'urwr  Aleck  Ix-nch,  who  had  been  puraer  with 
ine  on  the  Cumberland,  and  had  now  been  tran.ferred  to 
the  Chicora.  Kindly  and  courteou.,  yet  flrin,  he  never 
diaaatufled  a  paaaen^r.  ITntiring,  accurate,  faithful,  he 
never  divulged  anything  of  the  company '•  busineH,  and 
won  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  goodwill  of  every 
member  of  the  Board  and  Staff.  A  condition  which  wa. 
only  levered  by  hia  death.  At  no  time  were  theM»  abili- 
tiea  more  diaplayed  than  in  this  first  .trenuou.  year  on 
tbia  route. 

The  competitior  grew  hotter  an  the  season  progressed 
The  odds  were  greatly  in  favour  of  two  boats  with  an 
established  connection  against  a  single  boat  without  any 
yet  TAicoro  was  gaining,  and  every  point  in  the  passenger 
ticketing  game  was  being  played  against  them  by  her  man- 
agement. 

The  acrimony  and  the  rivalry  of  the  contest  is  fairly 
indicated  by  an  advertisement  in  "The  Globe"  on  5th 
August,  1878: 

TORONTO,     NIAGARA     AND     BUFFALO 
STEAMBOAT  LINE. 

The  Public  are  warned  that  spent  cheeks  of 
the  Steamers  City  of  Toronto  and  liothrsay  of 
their  line,  collected  and  issued  by  the  Steamer 
Chicora,  will  not  be  accepted  for  passage  on 
either  of  the  steamers  of  this  Line. 

Passengers  going  over  by  the  Chicora  on  Sat- 
urday last  were  furnished  with  such  by  the 
Chicora,  and  were  consequently  deceived,  as  these 
checks  were  refused  by  this  Line. 

D.  MttXioy,  AoBNT. 
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warn  her  to  keep  further  away.  ^  '^  *" 

When  coming  into  the  river  Chicora  had  to  be  driven 

,,n   -II    ?  '  1       '  '^°*'''  ""  the  Niagara  side,  to  be  brought 
up,  all  standing,  with  her  bow  only  a  few  feet  below  fh» 

Zr'T^.. '''''''  '*  '^'^^  -  though  1^^:^^ 

into  the  other  before  the  way  could  be  stopped,  and  t^at 
a  collision  must  take  place. 

-  J^r'^  V7'°  ^^'  "^"^  ^*  ^'««  «  '«««  dangerous,  but 
swiftly  in  the    quick    current    which    sweeps  nast  Fnrt 
George  to  the  docks.    As  on  or  each  day.ZhTe  othe 
steamers  lay  at  the  same  time  in  front  of  their  dock  the  r 
bulla  extended  far  out  into  the  stream,  and  Chicora  com 
ing  down  had  to  make  a  double  curve,  like  an  S.  to  1  her 
place  at  the  lower  dock.    It  was  a  pr;tty  thing  to  J£  b.U 
Harbottle  always  managed  it  by  just  skimm^g'but  no 
touching    the  other  boats'  side.     The  harmony  hetlee. 
hnn  on  the  bridge  and  Monroe  in  the  engine  ro^m  appar^ 

yaclt.  """^      '  '"'^  ^'^'''  ^**'''""«  «^««"  '"^«  « 

Rnit^J^''^'"^^^    l*"'"^    ""'"^    '^'''''    y«t  «^'«°  here  the 
Rothesay  would  edge  back  down  the  front. 
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In  order  to  avoid  all  powibility  of  tonching  the  ateamer 
ahead  when  he  was  leaving  Lewiston  dock,  Captain  Har- 
bottle,  uiatead  of  going  up^itpeam  and  afterwaixla  turn- 
ing down-stream,  always  sprung  the  stern  of  his  steamer 
out  from  the  dock  and  backed  over  towards  Vroomen's 
Kay  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

It  was  from  the  upper  point  in  this  bay  that  the  British 
bat  ery  played   with   much  success  upon   the   American 

^T^.  I.  ^^  """^^  **•*  "^«''  t«  ««««''  Queenston  on 
13th  October,  1812. 

Prom  here  he  turned  and  went  down  stream.  It  is  said 
that  this  was  the  course  which  had  been  adopted  in  olden 
tiays  by  the  large  steamers  Cataract  and  Bay  State  when 
leaving  this  Lewiston  dock. 

Another  manoeuvre  introduced  by  Captain  Harbottle 
18  still  continued.    After  making  a  first  call  at  Queenston 
the  steamer  on  leaving  the  dock  moves  further  up  the  river 
keeping  in  the  eddy  which  here  runs  up  along  the  shore  to 
the  foot  of  the  Queenston  Heights.    When  close  under  the 
Heights,  the  steamer  turns  quickly  outward  towards  the 
centre  of  the  river  and  the  engines  are  stopped.    Forging 
slowly  ahead  the  bow  enters  into  the  whitened  boilings  and 
swirls  of  the  surging  currents  of  the  rapids  pouring  out 
from  the  Gorge.     The  bow  is  caught  by  the  current  and 
the  steamer  then  rapidly  "spun  round"  by  its  swiftness, 
almost  as  though  on  a  teetotum,  the  engines  meanwhile 
ticking  up.    Just  as  soon  as  the  bow  heads  down  the  river 
the  engines  are  at  once  sent  ahead  again  and  the  steamer 
sweeps  at  an  e.xpresa  train  rate  past  the  jutting  points  of 
the  shore,  and  makes  her  landing  at  Lewiston.    It  is  a  very 
pretty  manoeuvre  and  surprising  to  see  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  stern  circles  round. 
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On  the  open  lako  CWcora  by  degreea  won  her  way    Be- 
JDg  much  the  fa«ter  boat  she  could  hold  or  pass  the  Citu  of 
lorontoRt  any  time  or  in  any  weather-with  Rothesay  it 
was  different.    On  a  fine  smooth  day  there  was  little  be- 
iweeu  them;  on  a  hot.  sultry  day,  without  any  wind  to  as- 
sist  a  draught  for  the  fires,  the  Rothesay  could  beat  the 
CAtcora  by  pne,  to  one  and  a  half  minutes  Toronto  to 
Wiagara,  but  if  there  was  even  the  slightest  motion,  Chkora 
could  walk  by  her,  and  on  a  rough  day  Rothesay  couldn't 
run  at  all.    She  was  a  very  light  tamarac  huU,  built  purely 
for  enclosed  river  service  in  perfectly  smooth  water,  and 
therefore  m  no  way  fitted  for  outside  wave  action.      We 
set  out  by  starting  behind  the  time  of  the  other  steamers. 
When  running  a  competition,  it  is  not  a  bad  thing  to  let 
the  other  boat  get  away  first.    It  makes  the  fellow  in  front 
uneasy.    He  doesn't  know  when  the  boat  behind  may  be 
going  to  have  a  dash  at  him,  it  makes  him  fretful  and  it 
IS  hard  to  tell  how  fast  he  is  going.    Both  engineers  and 
firemen  feel  the  strain. 

Boats  often  run  better  on  some  days  than  they  do  on 
others;  it  may  be  the  character  of  the  coal,  the  direction 
of  the  wind,  or  the  disposition  of  the  firemen,  thus  the 
boat  behind  can  choose  her  own  day  for  a  spin.  Watchea 
are  sometimes  different,  yet  from  all  one  hears  the  fastest 
trips  of  boats  are  generally  made  when  there  is  no  other 
boat  near.  We  had  determined,  and  had  given  instruc 
tion,  that  there  was  to  be  no  racing  done  by  Chicora.  We 
were  aiming  at  regularity  of  service.  One  presumes  the 
rule  as  to  speed  was  kept,  but  the  public  generally  fancies 
a  race  whether  there  is  one  on  or  not. 

One  breathless  Saturday  afternoon  trip  is  remembered. 
Instead  of,  as  on  most  days,  giving  us  a  wide  berth,  on 
this  one  being  such  as  suited  her,  the  Rothesay  came  over 
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close  alongside.  For  some  time  it  was  neck  and  neck  be- 
tween the  boats  but  gradually  the  Rothesay  began  gaining 
an  inch  or  two  and,  and  after  see-sawing  back  and  for- 
wards for  a  while  growing  to  a  foot  or  more.  Sitting  in 
the  after  deck  among  the  passengers,  listening  to  Marcica- 
no's  orchestra,  one  could  not  help  noting  the  relative  posi- 
tions, as  marked  by  the  lines  of  the  stanchions.  Just  then 
a  little  knot  of  men  came  over  and  one  of  them  bringing 
out  a  roll  of  bank  bills  said:— "Mr.  Cumberland,  we  know 
there  is  no  racing,  but  if  you're  keeping  down  the  speed 
for  sake  of  the  price  of  coal,  we'd  like  to  pay  for  an  extra 
ton  or  two."  Of  course  the  kindly  offer  was  declined  with 
thanks,  but  with  much  appreciation.  Whether  they  were 
more  successful  on  the  lower  deck  where  the  firemen  cool 
off,  or  whether  it  was  a  little  riffle  that  sprang  uu,  that 
made  the  difference,  I  do  not  know,  one  cannot  say,  but 
the  Chicora  that  afternoon  entered  the  river  first. 

So  the  season  ./axed  and  waned.  Chicora  did  her  work 
well  and  winning,  it  might  almost  be  said,  the  affection  of 
the  travelling  public.  Her  appointments  so  far  exceeded 
those  of  any  other  steamer  at  that  time  as  to  maLe  her  a 
specialty,  but  it  was  through  her  sea-going  qualities  which 
won  their  favor. 

The  regular  "pat-pat"  of  her  feathered  paddles  almost 
framed  themselves  into  rhythmic  melody  with  the  full  mel- 
lowed tone  of  her  whistle  whose  clear  resonance  carried  its 
sound  for  miles  through  the  city  every  evening,  with  such 
regularity  as  almost  to  be  accepted  in  the  homes  as  the 
signal  for  the  children's  bedtime. 

When  rough  days  came  the  Bothesay  stopped  in  port 
and  the  City  completed  her  trips,  while  the  Chicora's  fine 
qualities  as  a  seaboat,  easy  on  herself,  grew  more  and  more 
into  acceptance. 
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o..  tlhT\  ^^l  ""T"  "'"^^  ""^  ^'^  """*«  «"'  »«t  trip 
ou  2Jth  September,  having  maintained  the  two  trip,  per 
day  throughout  without  any  cessation 

.^J^'T  Tu  •^"''«™««^ '"  the  competitive  boat.,  no  doubt, 
^ad  when  the  season's  contest  was  over.  It  had  been.  &; 
us,  on.  of   intense   activity   and  never  ending  labor  and 

for  outside  solicitation,  and  ticketing  arrangements  had 
been  devised  and  installed,  as  well  as  the  sufficient  work  of 
the  daily  running  duties. 

A  new  compan,  had  to  be  introduced  on  an  old  route. 
"  had  fairly  succeeded  in  getting  into  it,  but  it  had  been 
"t  «  pretty  expense.  The  Ckicora  was  laid  up  at  the  North- 
nn  ""''j;-^^/^«'''«'-«»d  accounts  for  the  year  were  made 
:  ^^*"'!  ^''^  competition  had  cost  the  others  one  does 
not  knoH^  but  CAicora  was  a  long  way  on  the  wrong  side  as 
1  he  result  of  the  season.  This  was  a  very  serious  thing  for 
one  of  the  undertakers,  for  instalments  had  to  be  paid  up 
on  the  investment  and  at  the  wme  time  the  losses  met 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Chanoe  Partner-Rate  Cuttino  ano  Racino-H.nlvn 

AND  Toronto  Waterside-Passenger  Limitation 

Introduced. 

During  the  winter  of  1878-79.  changes  came.    The  City 
of  Toronto  had  tired  of  her  partner.     The  railway  com 

rrr.K  ^''""^"'xt'*  **•'  ^"'"^  ^'^  ^^^^^^  ""^^^  «f  t^^  steam- 
er of  the  Niagara  Navigation  Company,  and  the  ability  of 
Its  organizers  to  promote  additional  business. 

hv  .?7.i°  *'''."':'"  negotiation  the  Rothesay  was  dropped 
by  the  (tty  and  tne  line  for  1879  was  to  be  the  Citv  of  To- 
ronto  and  the  Chicora.  We  had  lost  money  but  had  won 
our  way  into  the  route. 

To  enable  obligations  to  be  fulfilled  monies  had  to  be 
earned  elsewhere,  so  another  position  was  sought  and  ob- 
tainedju.  General  Traffic  Manager  of  the  "  Collingwood- 
Lake  Superior  Line"  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  Lake  Super- 
lor   at  the  same  time  continuing  the  General  Ticket  and 
and  Freight  Agency,  at  35  Yonge  street.     In  April,  Mr 
Cumberland  resigned  his  position  as  manager  of  the  Nia 
gara  Company,  retaining  the  original  position  and  salary 
as  vice-president  and  assistant  in  passenger  and  executive 
work  and  Mr.  John  Foy,  the  secretary  and  son-in-law  of 
bir  Frank  Smith,  was  appointed  manager  as  well  as  secre- 
tary.   Sir  Frank  Smith,  recognizing  the  good  work  done,  in 
bringing  the  steamer  down,  the  organization  of  the  com- 
pany and   in  the   strenuous   contest   which  unexpectedly 
had  been  forced  on  us,  but  had  been  won  by  active  abiUty 
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P.«e»8«r  b«,ine«,  had  very  many  excellentTuaHtiL  and 

LT  r"°""''*^  f''"^  "'^  '"»«»'  '"  -bJqun    years 
for  the  advancement  of  the  company's  interests  and  inVh 

%  eloped,  he  was  able  to  enlist  their  goodwill   and  so  har 
mom^  and  satisfy  them  by  effectiveTrvice. 

The  season  of  1879  was  a  comparatively  easy  one  so  far 
as  executive  work  was  concerned,  for  ^ilcUyofTlnZ 
as  a  partner  we  were  included  in  direct  connecLn  ^TaU 
^e  railway  companies,  who  therefore  provided  aU  tTe  pal 

f'oTthry'"""/^'  '*"'  '"  '""^  ^^"^^  route  Uh'het 
tZn  tf.    ?"*'  "*'''*  '^'^'''  ^^'^  *"P»  »'«i«»  divided  t 
tween  the  steamers,  and  each  taking  its  own  earnin^^ 
The  time  tables  for  the  season  1879  were-Mav  16 

JuZZr^'  """'^  *"P^-    •'"°«  «'  ^*--aTa.m    aVm' 
June^ie,  CMcora,  or  C%  ./  r,,,„,,,  ^  . „,^  j ,'/ P^' 

leal":  TtTrm'^r'"""  "™^  *"""  '"*«™"*«^'  ^^e  one 
^-^PV^^^^L:^^  the 

-eet  dock,  the  same  d^J  ^s^lhe^^olh  r't:o 'rmir: 
concession   „  her  favor  made  by  Mr.  D.  MiCtw 

prices.    His  opening  rates  were:—  passenger 
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In  books  good  for  all  regular  trips. 

20  round  trips ^-^ 

50  round  trip,  ::;••  \l2 

100  round  trips gO  00 

lished  in  «.rTor„  .  '"'"'*^  announcement  was  pub- 

i«».ed  ,n  the  Toronto  morning  papers  of  August  ,6th,  1879 : 

STEAMER  CHICORA. 

Efkobts  or  Heb  Owners  ix,  Prevent  Rahno 

AND  Avoid  Collision. 

Nia^ri;:"'\"^""«  ''^  *•>«  directors  of  the 

Pr«iident,  Hon.  P.  Smith;  Col.  P   W    Cnm 
berlaBd.  Barlow  Cumberland/john  Foy       ^' 
(1)     Captain   Harbottle   made  a  full  renort 

^!   Z  rr"--   of  Saturd^  aS 
S         *   •     *^^   circumstances   in   which   the 

Z'Z'   ""^  ''^  '""^  '"'"^^  '^^  ^-  ot  the 
That  in  the  first  occasion  he  was  obliired  to 

s  ow  the  engine,  and  in  the  second  he  stopTed   n 

order  to  prevent  collision.  ^ 

(2)     That    before  the  seasoA  opened   Cant 

Harbottle  proposed  to  Mr.  Lunt.  the  o^^  of  te 
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ftoihenay,  that  in  order  to  prevent  all  po«ibiiity 
of  racing  the  flrat  steamer  clear  of  the  Queen'. 
Wharf,  or  Niagara  river  ahould  be  allowed  to  keep 
her  place  acron  the  lake,  but  thi.  Mr.  Luut  de- 
clined. 

(3)  That  a«  there  «eemed  to  be  a  determination 
on  the  part   of  the   HotkcMay  to  provoke  racing. 

he  above  offer  wai.  repeated  by  the  directors  in  a 
letter  dated  UJlh  June,  and  then  Mr.  Lunt  in  his 
reply  .lated  19th  June,  again  declined  to  accept 
the  proposition. 

(4)  That  under  all  the  circumstances  the 
solicitor  be  instructed  to  take  all  known  and  pos- 
■ible  proceedings  at  law  to  put  an  end  to  the 
dangers  arising  from  f he  action  of  the  captain  and 
the  owners  of  the  Jiot!<<x''y. 

(5)  That  the  thaniw  of  the  Board  are  due  to 
t  apt.  Ilarbottle  for  the  care  and  skill  he  has  exer- 
cised m  avoiding  the  Rolhfsny,  and  that  he  be 
re«iuested  to  continue  on  the  principle  that  safety 
w  the  first  consideratici. 

(6)  That  these  orders  of  the  Board  be  pub- 
lished for  the  information  of  the  public. 

(Sgd)        John  Poy  Frank  Smith, 

Manager  President. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  present  eastern  chan- 
nel from  the  harbor  did  not  at  that  time  exist,  but  that  the 
western  channel,  by  the  Queen's  Wharf,  was  the  only  one 
which  was  open,  and  was  not  then  wide  enough  for  two 
steamers  to  pass  out  together.  The  proposition  was  that 
the  first  through  this  channel  should  hold  its  lead. 

Toronto  had  then  a  papulation  of  only  70,000     There 
were  very  few  steamers  running  out  of  the  harbor   lake 


ON  TIIK  NIAOABA  KIVKR  li:j 

exciiniioii  buMineiw  may  b,.  «,i,l  to  hav..  bwu  only  in  ita 
intrwluction  nwl  infancy,  ho  that  ver>-  inuch  pemonal  and 
family  intereat  waa  taken  in  the  several  steamera  on  the 
routes,  thus  a  counting  for  the  public  announcement  of 
the  regulations  propoaed. 

The  publieation  had  tin-  d.-sired  effeet  of  preventing 
the  Uothrnan  from  coming  into  too  close  proximity,  but  did 
not  reduce  th..  monetary  competition,  in  fact  only  increas- 
ed It. 

The  Cihi  and  Vhkora  were  running  three  trips  daily, 
7  a.m.,  J.45  p.m.,  3  p.m.,  and  on  Saturdays  four  trips,  the 
advertisements  announcing  "No  oirrcrowding,  a.«  both 
»lfamerM  return  in  the  cvrning."  On  the  four  trips  beinff 
made  the.  alternating  steamer  left  at  8.30  p.m.  for  Niagara 
to  make  the  first  trip  from  there  at  8  a.m.  on  Monday. 
\Vhile  other  rates  were  maintained,  a  special  excursion  rate 
of  2i>  cents  was  made  for  round  trip  on  Saturday  after- 
noon. 

In  early  August  Rothimij  put  on  a  return  rate  at  25c. 
for  every  afternoon,   heading  its  announcements  "Keep 
d(ymn  the  rates."    The   Milloys  were  averse  to  reduction 
and  favored  holding  up  the  rates,  considering  that  better 
equipment  deserved  better  money.       In  this  midsummer 
season  the  liothcmy  was  getting  a  pretty  good  batch  of 
paasengers  every  afternoon,  a  process  which  would  help 
her  to  continue  the  competition.      She  was  then  running 
from  the  Yonge  street   slip  on  the   west  side  of  Milloy'a 
dock,  the  Cilu  and  Vhicora  both  being  on  the  east  side  out 
of  sight  behind  the  buildings.       We  had  the  next  move 
under  consideration.    The  Hon.  Frank  Smith  came  down 
on  the  dock  one  hot     afternoon     when  the     people  were 
swarming  down  the  street  for  the  2  p.m.  steamers.      We 
were  standing  and  watching  the  streams  dividing  to  go  <fn 
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board  the  two  .teamer..  th.  ChiconB  «,d  the  RotkeMoy  the 

iner  down  the  dock  and  behind  the  buildingi. 

There  wa.  quite  •  etream  taking  the  «o<Am«v     "Bv 

on  toTrd  Z  /"M      ""?  .'"""  ""^  "*"  waw^honae  going 
mat  I  than  t  aeu  hu  face,  but  /  knouf  hU  Ugi  " 

Mi.i  •"'ll!*' -"•"'^  ""''  ^'^^  •  j«"'t  "'eetin*  with  the 

o  Is  for  ;  """%:"  '''  '"'''•  ^'•«'  *»'«  round'tr  p  rite 
Of  250.  for  every  afternoon  wa.  at  once  adopted  and  all 
other  rate,  were  thereafter  to  be  the  «me  at  t'hel'L^ 

r«.»n?r  •  "°"*  '''""^'"'  '^"y*  >n  »hi«  sea«,n  wa.  the 
reception  given  to   E.lward   Hanlan   on  h.Tfnrn  #J. 

the IJ.^1  °"  *•''  ^*"  '"•*  '"  '^"'^'  ^«^«'  »»>"•  becoming 
E«g  and  '  m1.:?T'"  "'  ^r^-'  *••«  United  State,  and 
never  ;ih^^  charapo„B  have  .ince  been  welcomed  but 
never  such  a  welcome  a.  this,  for  it  wa.  the  oitv'.  flr-t  T 
fence,  her  flrat  World '.  Champion.  ^       "*  '*'' 

nem^r.  o^rS  °?"''"!::''"  ^^P"""  Committee  and  the 
member,  of  the  Hanlan  Club,  a  coterie  of  men  of  rtandine 
and  .porting  in.tinct..  who  financed  and  managS^  H^' 

loth.  It  wa.  one  of  the  raort  wonderful  scenes  ever  occur 
7»«°  Toronto  Bay.  The  CMWa  hadTen  a^Slv 
chartered  to  bring  the  Ckampion  into  Toront  atTp  m' 

Fill!  T  "'*  ""?''*"  '^'  ^'^''  ^y  «  fl«»t  of  steame™ 
hMgate  Empress  of  India,  Maxwell,  Jean  Bantiste  Ind 

Headed  hyChtcora,  the  procession  entered  the  bay  wHch 
was  covered  by  a  crowded  m««  of  boat,  of  eve^delllrip 
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tjon  ■•iliog.  rowing  or  .team,  nuking  it  neeeiMry  to  bring 

••If  on  he  top  of  th«  pilot  houM.  where  he  .tood,  euily 
jeen.  holding  one  hand  on  the  pinnacle  and  waving  a  re. 
turn  to  the   ..nthu.ia.tic   greeting   of  hi.  fellow  eitiwn.. 

It.  acclaim,  bell,  rang,  gun.  flred,  the  city,  half  of  which 
wa.  afloat  hailed  it.  I.land  bom  «,n  and  Champion  who 
had  brought  laurel,  and  renown  to  both  him*,lf  and 
tbem. 

The  citizen,  of  Toronto  had  alway.  been  partial  to 
boating  and  taking  their  plearore  in  water  nportM,  but  thcM 
victorie.  of  Hanlan  gave  a  renown  to  the  city  and  a  zert 
to  rowing  which  greatly  increawd  that  intereat  in  boating 
and  rowing  race,  which  ha.  ever  .ince  been  a  dominant 
feature  in  the  .porta  of  the  city  and  the  pleaauring.  of  it. 
young  people. 

Yet  it  i.  open  to  quction  whether  in  thcM  later  and 
more  mechanical  day.,  the  leiaure-rowing  and  paddling 
Mction  1.  not  Mmewhat  on  the  wane,  under  the  influence 
of  the  puffing,   .tench-apreading  and  lazy-luxury  motor 

♦V!*  fi.  f*'""  ""•  "  ^  *  "*"«>•  •»'  cooirratulation 

that  the  competitor,  m  the  racing  .helhi  and  canoe,  become 
■till  more  numerous,  and  in  every  way  energetic  a.  of  yore 
mainly  under  the  splendid  influence,  of  the  Argonaut,' 
uon,  and  other  amateur  boating  clubs. 

The  Rothesay  held  on  through  the  ueawn.  Mr.  Lunt 
being  an  energetic  and  capable  opponent,  apt  in  attack 
and  with  much  experience  in  the  way.  of  rteamboat  com- 
petition He  was  hard  to  shake  oflf  and  while  making  no 
money  himwlf  he  prevented  other,  from  making  any  The 
manager,  of  the  City  were  now  reaping  the  reward  of  their 
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broken  faith  and  their  having  introduced  him  to  the  route. 
Her  owners  were  obliged  to  make  an  aasignment  toward  the 
close  of  the  season  and  Cktcora  finished  alone  on  October 
18th. 

Competitions  such  as  was  this,  carried  on  with  inten- 
tion, only,  of  doing  damage  to  an  opponent's  investment, 
and  without  any  regard  as  to  the  number  of  passengers 
who  might  be  induced  by  low  rates  to  go  on  board  the 
steamer  cannot  be  conducted  at  other  than  with  greatest 
1^.  This  was  further  intensified  by  the  fact  that  the 
Government  inspection  limited  itself  to  inspection  of  en- 
gines and  boilers  and  no  discrimination  was  exercised  as 
to  the  service  in  which  a  boat  was  to  be  employed. 

Such  a  condition  would  seem  strange  in  these  present 
days  when  all  routes  are  specified  and  regulated,  but  in 
those  days  it  was  different.  Once  physicial  inspection  was 
paraed  it  made  no  difference  as  to  the  passenger  service  in 
which  the  boat  was  to  be  run,  whether  on  the  open  lake  or 
in  river  service,  nor  was  there  any  limitation  upon  the 
number  of  passengers  who  might  be  taken  on  board. 

This  condition  was  not  a  fair  one,  either  for  the  Public, 
who  are  not  always  discriminating  and  look  mostly  at  tHe 
lownesB  of  the  rate,  or  for  the  Owners,  who  were  not  being 
given  any  consideration  for  their  larger  expenditures  in 
producing  steamers  fit  for  the  routes  up<m  which  they 
were  to  be  employed.  This  gave  the  Rothesay  a  good  han- 
dicap and  one  which  enabled  her  to  longer  continue  a 
contest. 

Movements  were,  therefore,  initiated  by  us  for  the  in- 
troduction of  regulations  for  the  limitation  of  numbers, 
and  restriction  of  steamers  to  appointed  routes,  but  it  took 
much  time  to  bring  about  any  result. 


ON  THE  NIAGARA  RIVER 


117 


The  season  of  1886  found  the  City  of  Toronto  under 
Capt.  Donaldson  and  Chicora  under  Capt.  Harbottle,  still 
running  together  between  Milloys  wharf  and  Lewiston; 
the  Chicora  opening  the  season  on  4th  May. 

The  Rothesay  opened  her  season  with  renewed  vigor  on 
the  24th  May,  1880.    Mr.  Lunt  announced: 

"Thfe  Steamer  Rothesay  having  been  thor- 
oughly refitted  will  on  and  after  Monday  the  24th 
leave  Yonge  street  wharf  at  7.15  a.m.,  and  2.30 
p.m.  for  Niagara  connecting  with  the  Canada 
Southern  Railway  for  Falls,  New  York  and  all 
points. 

Quick  Time. — Five  hours  at  Palls  and  return 
same  day,  arriving  at  Toronto  7.13  p.m. 

Picinc  parties  will  be  taken  by  train  to 
Niiagara  Grove.  Tickets  on  sale  by  W.  A.  Ged- 
des,  Custom  House  Wharf,  and  Charles  Morgan, 
64  Yonge  street." 

In  addition  to  running  to  Niagara,  Rothesay  this  year 
dropped  over  to  Youngstown  on  the  American  side,  from 
where  connection  was  made  to  Lewiston  by  a  small  Ameri- 
can steamier.  She  also  worked  up  an  excellent  excursion 
business  for  the  Youngstown  and  Fort  Niagara  Park. 

The  City  and  Chicora  divided  the  route  as  previously 
with  one  trip  and  a  half  each,  all  trips  being  run  the  full 
length  of  the  river  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids  at  Queenston 
and  Lewiston. 

During  this  season  an  opportunity  offered  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  dock  frontage  alongside  the  Lewiston  dock.  The 
New  York  Central  had  not  then  been  extended  from  its 
v>pper  station  to  the  edge  of  the  river  above  the  dock,  and 
it  was  also  under  consideration  whether  the  railway  would 
make  a  new  move  to  reach  the  bank  of  the  river  at  Lewis- 
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was,  therefore,  considered  best  to  await  furfh-77     , 
ments  before  making  any  purchas^.  "•*'  '^^'''"P- 

wu  well  adapted,  ahe  waa  irithdrawn  to  the  St  l.„ 
At  length  our  competitor   was  tmno  i.     •      """""• 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Niagara  Camps  Pobmed-Mobe  Changes  and  Competition 
—Beginnings  op  Railroads  in  New  York  /State- 
Early  Passenger  Men  and  Passenger  Ways. 

The  Chicora  opened  the  season  of  1881  on  May  21st 
connections  being  made  with  both  Canada  Southern,  and 
New  York  Central  Railways. 

During  this  season  the  first  "Nia^.ara  Camp"  was  held 
On  the  5th  of  June,  the  Chicora  took  over  on  the  morning 
trip  the  Toronto  Field  Battery,  Mayor  Gray,  Lieut,  Beatty, 
Surgeon  McDonald,  sixty-five  non-commission  officers  and 
men,  twenty-seven  horses,  four  guns  and  five  companies  of 
the  31st  Battalion,  Col,  Brown,  Major  Cameron,  Capt,  and 
Adjt.  Pollard  and  Surgeon  Barnhart. 

Prom  modest  beginnings  began  this  annual  gathering 
of  the  volunteer  militia  of  Ontario  -vhich  has  since  assum- 
ed such  considerable  proportions  .i-  greatly  extended  in 
Its  sphere  of  operations.  It  has  been  found  by  experience 
that  the  attraction  of  a  visit  to  the  "Palls,"  which  is  pos- 
sible while  at  this  camp,  brings  more  willing  recruits,  and 
the  coming  into  actual  touch  with  the  battle  fi.  Ids  of  the 
defence  of  Canada  in  1812,  creates  a  sense  of  duty  and  of 
fervour  which  is  very  he'.pful  to  the  service.  Many  les- 
sons are  learned  from  the  remarkable  collection  of  relics  of 
early  days,  and  of  stirring  times,  contained  in  the  Museum 
of  the  Niagara  Historical  Society^   Recently  the  acreage  of 

•  Which  in  itself  is  a  monument  to  the  energy  and  years  of  faithful 
.erv.ce  of  M.ss  Janet  Camochan.  the  valued  HStorian  of  the  District. 
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the  camp  has  been  largely  added  to  and  Port  George  the 
embanked  aneient  fortress,  just  above  the  steamboat  dock 
has  been  repaired  and  renewed. 

Just  below  the  ramparts  is  to  be  seen  a  long  one  story 
'T.        building    th,  ,,,t  ^^,„„i,,j^^  p^^^.^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^jy 

Wavy  Hall,  the  headquarters  of  Lieut.-Governor  Sim- 
coe,  where  the  meetings  of  the  first  Parliament  of  Upper 
Canada  were  held  in  1792  and  where  he  entertained  Jhe 
Due  de  Liancourt  .n  1795.  The  other  buildings  of  the 
group  88  shown  in  the  drawings  of  Mrs.  Simcoe,  were  de- 
stroyed or  removed  in  the  construction  of  the  Erie  &  On- 
tano  Railway. 

The  biwiness  on  the  Collingwood  Line  had  so  much 
increased   to  Lake   Superior  that   another  steamer  was 
now  needed    and  the  Steamer  Campa„a  was  purchased 
m    England.       Her   career    had    been    a    romantic   one. 
While  running  on  the  River  Plate  in   Brazil,  she  had 
been   chartered   to  take   a  cargo   of  700  mules  to  South 
Africa  for  the  Kaffir  War  of  1878.    The  mules  were  land 
ed  at  Capetown,  but  the  supercargo,  or  purser,  who  was  in 
charge,  collected  the  purchase  money  and  the  freight  earn- 
ings and  then  disappeared.     The  steamer  was  summarily 
sold  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  crew  and  was  then  brought  to 
theThames  where  she  was  purchased  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Smith. 
aITk  7.  <'»'»P«ny,  and  brought  out  to  Montreal. 

%  S"""  """*  225  feet  long,  45  ft.  beam,  with  ton- 

not  been  completed  to  Welland  Canal  size,  four  being  still 
of  the  old  length  of  180  ft.  only,  Mr.  Cumberiand  was  en- 
gaged to  superintend  her  cutting  in  two  and  bring  up  the 
two  sections.  * 

With  a  vessel  of  such  size  this  entailed  great  difficulties, 
ahe  being  the    largest    ship    that    had    been    up  till  then 
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brought  ap  the  eanalg  and  »pid«,  but  the  novel  problems 
were  solved  and  the  way  paved  for  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Steamers,  Alberta,  Algoma,  Auiniboia,  built  in  Scotland, 
which  next  followed  on  the  same  methods. 

Campona  was  the  first  twin-screw  iron  passenger  and 
freight  steamship  to  pljr  on  the  Upper  Lakes,  and  intro- 
duced the  system  of  making  a  round  trip  a  week  between 
Ontario  ports  and  Lake  Superior. 

In  this  year  the  Maid  of  the  Mitt,  72  ft.  long,  17  beam, 
depth  8ft.,  startled  the  vessel  world.  Her  business  from 
the  elevator  stairways  to  the  foot  of  the  Horse  Shoe  Palls 
had  fallen  off.  It  was  said  that  behind  was  the  sheriff, 
in  front  the  Whirlpool  Bapids  and  beyond  on  reaching 
Lake  Ontario  a  satisfactory  sale.  Capt.  Robinson  deter- 
mined to  run  the  risk  and  on  15th  June  started  down  the 
river.  The  first  huge  wave  of  the  rapids  threw  the  boat  on 
her  beam  ends  sending  the  smoke  stack  overboard,  almost 
submerged  by  the  next  she  righted,  and  by  a  quick  turn 
evading  the  whirlpool  emerged  from  the  Gorge  in  little 
over  ten  minutes.  The  watchful  collector  at  Queenston 
seized  the  opportunity  for  fees  and  had  the  Maid  enter 
with  him  the  Customs,  the  first  and  probably  the  last 
steamer  ever  to  register  as  having  come  down  from  above 
the  Bapids. 

In  August  we  met  our  first  loss  by  the  death  of  Col. 
F.  W.  Cumberland,  General  Manager  of  the  Northern  ft 
Northern  Western  Bailways,  and  our  senior  director.  Hav- 
ing taken  the  utmost  interest  in  the  enterprise,  his  tech- 
nical knowledge,  energy  and  judgment  had  been  through- 
out of  infinite  value,  and  his  hearty  personality  was  great- 
ly missed  not  only  in  business  but  in  comradeship.  He 
was  a  man  who  had  the  forceful  faculty  of  engaging  the 
affection  and  loyalty  of  men  who  worked  with  or  under 
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North  wJ;«J*"iL\  '"'  ^""^'"^'^  °'  *»•«  Northern  and 
T«  t^^.  "•''*"^'  ""*'«  •'-"'•bed  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Ra.  way.  erected  a  monu.nent  to  hi.  memory  at  the 

ness  m  bronze  of  their  late  chief. 

Mrs.  Seraphina  Cumberland,  wife  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent,  waa  appointed  to  the  vacancy  on  the  Board. 

Dlac^TnTh*^'  '""u"'"  '"'1881-82  further  changes  took 
M.lL  wh  rr?'P  "'  '^'  ^*'^'  ^••«'«»'y  Mr.  Donald 
eeald'trt  h  ^"  '"  "'"'^  °'  »""  "^  »«  ^^ia  time. 
Lv    ^  K-         f  '"«"«»•"«  "Kent,  and  Mr.  William  Mil 

The  new  management  declined  to  renew  the  previous 
arrangement  and  determined  to  run  on  their  own  ln7Z. 
ZkTr     "  "  "'"  -"--cement  made  with  the  CanTi 

caot'i^'';!;  ""^''.1.'''  '*"'  "^''^  *"»•  ^''-  William  Millov  as 
Maa^ra  on  the  arnval  of  the  Canada  .Southern  train  qTs 
returmng  leave  Toronto  3  p.n^,  connecting  with  Canali 

Jw  ra^r-  '"*^"  ^^^"^  ^-  -^"^  --'8 

trips  w"t"'  "'r^  *'"^'  ''''•  ^**^'"-«  '«-""'«^  the  ^al 
m^^Z2T  ".  "L  '  "•'"•  "°^  2  p.m..  connecting  at 
vTp  '^;**»,^„«"f«  Southern  and  at  Lewiston  with  New 
York  Central  Railway.-" r,c*.<,  from  W.  R.  CallawZ 

berland,  35  Ton^e  ,treet,  and  24  Tor*  a<rec/. 
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Mr.  CWlaway  then  reprewnted  the  Credit  Valley  Rail- 
way in  Toronto,  and  on  their  company  being  absorbed  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  as  part  of  a  throngh  line 
from  Wind«)r  to  Montreal,  he  became  ita  Western  PaaM>ng- 
er  Agent.    His  wonderful  faculty  for  attractive  advertis- 
ing and  catching  phrases  had  immediate  effect  in  creating 
the  company's  passenger  business  against  its  older  rival, 
and  when  the  "Soo"  road  was  added  to  the  C.P.R.,  Mr. 
Callaway's  genius  for  developing  traffic  was  transferred  to 
Minneapolis,  where  he  achieved  similar  results.    The  ticket 
offices  at  York  street  wera  principally   for  steerage,  and 
Italian  business.    Passenger  business  toward  the  west  was 
«t  that  time  exceedingly  active.      The  Canadian  Pacific 
then  under  active  construction  around  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Superior,  and  to  the  further  west,  called  for  large 
importations  of  laboring  men,  making  the  beginning  of  our 
Italuin  population.     Manitoba  and  our  North-West  were 
attr^sting  much  attention  and  the  railways  beyond  Chi- 
cago, not  having  been  merged  into  large  corporations  but 
working  independently,  were  offering  large  ticket  commis- 
■ions,  each  acting  on  its  own  account. 

The  contest  across  the  lake  now  created  was  not  pleas- 
ant, there  being  an  introduction  of  a  certain  amount  of 
local  rivalry  which  was  undesirable.  The  season  was  a 
rough  one  and  towards  its  close  the  City  grounded  on  the 
boulders  at  the  entrance  to  the  Niagara  River,  and  was 
succeisfully  pulled  off,  but  did  not  finish  out  the  season 
Notices  were  inserted  in  tho  public  papers  that  the  City  of 
Toronto  "would  be  rebuilt  for  next  season  and  that  work 
would  commence  directly  navigation  closed."  Chicora 
therefore  finished  the  season  alone. 

The  season  of  1883  found  the  steamers  running  in  the 
same  manner— CAworo  under  Capt.  Harbottle  to  Niagara 
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Bgreeahle.  '»°''^t'ul  one,  weather  cool  wd  di 

the  LpetiZ  '"''°  ~'"*'  '''•'«"'  •«»  to  clo«.  of 

Wand,  and  e"en  .wInJn  *  "*°°'"«  ''*»^"y  o°  ^e 

harbor  "  bS^"Sn.lr  'M'"'  '«"•*•  ^  *»»• 
0/  rain  and  .leetTt  te^lu  T^^r  f.^  '^^^  "^^ 
from  Niagara  but  CA?.Z\  ,,  ^''*5*'l'  had  come  aoro« 
morning  ^r  nor  h«J  •  "°*  '^°  *»»  <»»»  '<>'  the 

for  the*a{Si,Z.        "'  ""^  "**""«"  «»'  -""^-^  ^er  out 

i-tnaetion  that  if  rCweiTo^?  rl"^  ""^  "^  «*^«» 
but  on  no  account  to  p«  hT  Canf  r'll?  *"  '"""* 
were  walkinir  un  .n^   T     !;.     ^*-  ^^'hottle  and  aelf 

Where  the  KaTay  ta^h^*  tJ^H^'  ''''''''''  '^ 
wa-  lying  at  MiUoy'.  Vr«  ^f^^t^'*^''  '"«»' 
had  for  the  third  tin,!  i.  .^    ^°^'  '~°»  ''hioh  w« 
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fo,!?^*''  ^"  •"**•  '"''  "••*  *"  ■•nt  to  Port  Dalhouiie 

1884  founU  u«  without  any  further  partners  and  alone 
on  the  route.  It  had  been  •  long  .trife.  No  wonder  we  h-.l 
^ved  the  Ckicora  for  like  a  good  l^  .he  had  Zay.  eh^' 
fully  re.ponded  to  whatever  Ae  wa.  called  upon  t^  do 

Her  ieaworthine*  gained  the  confidence  of  the  Dublie 
0  .uoh  an  extent  that  there  were  not  a  few  tlLSL  Ltle 
cty  who  preferred  the  rough  day.  for  their  Tt^Jnd 
jome  men  among  other..  Mr.  WihK.n  of  the  B^SJTm" 
ZLZ^k "^  '"'^r'"^  '«°*  ^0  ">«'»  wl^en  "there 
noon  2  p.m.  excortion. 

ri.oi^t't?riS""''  ^n'""  ^"^  'PP^'"***  »«  •  portion  on 
More  in  the  Marine  Department,  hi.  place  on  thTckicon, 

C«<fc  and  had  run  her  between  Toronto  and  Niagara  in 

Sltuth^.  ^'*  '''  "-'-'  -"—  ^^^^ 

at  Inth'*T  V^  ^^  ^"^y  ^««°  »>«'ore  we  learned 
of  another  intended  competitor.  The  .teamer  Rupert  IZ 
bemg  brought  up  to  run  in  connection  with  the  Canrd" 
Southern  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

Thi.  .teamer  duly  arrived  at  Milloy's  dock  and  wa. 

m^atio'  T*'''^'^*  '^'''*  *^*'  "'»»'  -"«»^  deck  accT 
modation  for  many  traveller..    Going  on  board  the  wTd 

One  of  the.e  wa.  held  at  midriiip  at  block..  Taking  out 
the  wedge  and  turning  the  barrel  a  kick  set  it  rolZ  tl 
ward  the  Aip  .ide.    A.  it  went  the  boat  keeled  over  to  U 
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Without  Mying  or  Meinff  anything  mora,  th«  inyeatifBtor 
walked  off  and  going  up  to  the  offlce  told  Mr.  Poy,  "John, 
you  needn't  be  afraid  of  the  Rnptrt.  She'll  frighten  her 
paMengera  ■onie  day,  ahe'a  crank,"— and  m>  ahe  waa. 

The  competition  did  not  laat  the  whole  aeaaon,  but  buai. 
neaa  waa  increasing  on  the  route,  to  the  iimall  ateamer 
Armenia  waa  chartered  to  make  an  early  morning  trip 
from  the  Niagara  River  to  Toronto.  It  waa  not  a  aueoeaa, 
but  ahe  waa  uaeful  when  the  fruit  aeaaon  opened. 

This  year  1884  began  alio  another  route  in  competition. 
The  Welland  Railway  had  paaaed  into  the  handa  of  the 
Grand  Trunk,  and  the  Empreu  of  India  waa  engaged  to 
make  the  lake  aervice  between  Port  Oalhouaie  and  Toronto 
in  connection  with  a  faat  train  from  Buffalo  and  Niagara 
Falla.  No  doubt  thia  diverted  aoine  buaineaa  from  the 
through  route,  but  the  principal  eaminga  were  from  its 
own  local  diatrict.  With  the  superlative  attraotiona  of  the 
■cenery  of  the  Niagara  River,  thia  Port  Dalhouaie  route 
will  never  aucceaafuUy  compete  for  through  or  ezeuraiou 
travel  with  th«/  Niagara  River  route,  but  it  haa  the  City  t'f 
St.  Catharines  and  an  aggregate  of  thriving  towna  wlu^u 
will  give  a  fine  local  and  paying  buaineaa  with  Toronto. 

In  1885  we  were  at  last  in  aole  poaaeaaion,  having  won 
the  established  connection  with  both  the  railways,  at 
Niagara  with  the  Michigan  Central,  which  had  absorbed 
the  Canada  Southern,  and  at  Lewiaton  with  the  New  York 
Central. 

It  had  been  eight  long  years  of  anxioua  and  intenae 
application  of  wits,  energy  and  expense.  One  year  in 
bringing  the  steamer  down,  and  aeven  in  constant  compe- 
tition, in  wearing  out  competitors  and  winning  the  route. 
We  were  now  able  to  turn  all  our  energies  to  the  jnore 
pleasant  work  of  development.    The  officials  of  the  railways 
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had  learned  to  have  eonfldence  in  lu  and  appreciated  that 
we  were  not  only  ready  to  give  good  aervice,  but  to  add  to 
it,  and  to  improve  aa  the  traffic  needa  of  the  route  ahowed 
to  be  re«|uiaite. 

When  we  entered  npon  the  route,  Mr.  C.  B.  Meeker 
w«»  Oeneral  I'awnngi'r  Agent  of  the  New  York  (Vntral— a 
man  patterned  after  the  old  Commodore's  taate,  namely, 
that  there  waa  only  one  railroad  in  the  world  and  that  was 
the  New  York  Central.  This  faith  permeated  not  a  few  of 
the  minor  official!,  so  that  in  their  opiniona,  to  be  permitt- 
ed to  travel  on  the  N.Y.C.,  waa  to  be.conaidered  by  a  paa- 
aenger  aa  a  high  privilege,  and  the  utmoat  courtesy  was  to 
be  used  toward  the  immaculate  and  auperior  conductor, 
who  honored  him  by  taking  up  hia  ticket.  Yet  there  waa 
some  reason  for  it.  It  waa  the  beginning  of  great  things  in 
railway  enterpriae  and  service,  for  out  of  a  series  of  small 
separated  local  roads  it  had  been  from  between  1853-55, 
gathered  together  under  a  master  hand  and  thereafter  was 
continuing  to  be  built  up  into  a  great  and  united  aystem, 
giving  the  travelling  public  facilities  they  had  never 
dreamed  of,  advantages  which  would  have  been  impoasible 
without  the  combination. 

In  the  earlier  days  of  steam  railroad  enterprize,  there 
was  little  thought  of  the  possibility  of  creating  communica- 
tion between  far  distant  centres,  as  was  afterwards  found 
practicable,  when  the  working  of  the  steam  engine  became 
better  underatoo<l.  Building  short  local  railroads  by  local 
subscriptions  joining  neighboring  towns,  appears  to  have 
been  the  method  most  prevalent.  These  railroads  were  in 
fact  only  improved  stage  routes.  Some  idea  of  the  then 
conditions  is  afforded  by  the  list  of  railroads  opened  or 
under  construction  in  1836  in  the  State  of  New  York,  given 
in  Tanner's    American     Traveller,  1836:  —  Buffalo  and 
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S^*  ^«»- B«a«»ad.  14  mae.;  Mohawk  &  Hud«,n  BaU- 
road,  from  Albany  to  Schnectady,  16  mile.;  SchnJ^to^ 

aatavia  Railroad  (in  progress),  28  miles;  Troy  ft  Ballston 
Railroad  (now  in  progress).  22  miles,    ^verai  other  rill 
roads  are  proposed."  '" 

tion'^L^^h!"**  "  n*™  T'  ^"''"""y  »"^"«»»t  «to  «o™bina. 
tion  m  the  one  Central  System  for  their  mutual  advantaw 
and  the  convenience  of  the  public  •  aavantage 

been^nrrn*'"**  ***  *'*'"''  *""*  '»  **»«  '^'^  there  had 

i"Lv  »h'*  ^"'■''-  ^''*  *™'°''  "*«PP«»  ""d  started  at 
for^h^'  \T  '^f  P'^°««"'  «ther  laid  over  at  an  hot" 
for  the  „,ght.  or  leaving  the  cars  walked  along  the^tation 
platforms  to  the  decks  of  a  large  ferry  steamfr  on  wS 

trains  on  the  other  side.  On  reaching  the  outskirts  of  New 
York  the  railway    cars    were    uncoupled,    and  then  ea^h 

IverueTnTlf  '"  "^  ''*'"  *"^  "^  miles  down  S^xt 
Avenue  on  the  horse  car  tracks  to  the  terminus  at  Twenty 
Second  street,  then  only  a  simple  two-storey  brickru^M- 


•  PasMDgrer  Train  Schedule*— 


Lv. 


Albany. 
6.00  a.ni. 
1.30  p.  m. 
7.30  p.m. 


Albany. 

Lv.  6.30  a.m. 

7.30  a.m. 

9.00  a.m. 

6.00  p.m. 


^■oeui  Railways,  i&fj. 
Syracuse. 

*^-  fjS  P-nJ.  Arr. 

2.00  a.m. 
8.00  a.m. 

Ntw  York  a-Htral,  iSss, 
Syracuse. 
Arr.  12.00  noon.       Arr. 
1.2S  p.m. 
3  50  p.m. 
12.30  a.m. 


Buffiilo. 
7.00  a.m. 
3.00  p.m. 
9  00  pwm. 

Buffalo. 

7.00  p.m. 

7.00  p.m. 

1.00  a.m. 

6.30  a.m 


ON  THE  NIAGARA  RIVER 


139 

^at  t^rJflh  ^  .  ™f  ay  had  sprung  up  at  once  into  a 

^L  an  iL  r      .'^  '^'^  J*""'  over-pa«ing  and  over-top- 
that  there lr'''"'T     ^*  '^  "°*  ^''''P"""'?'  ^^ereJe 

Y„Jp°/'7^i"*  "*"  *'•■*  ""*  introduced  on  th«  New 
can,  were  the  same  coaches  in     '  ich  the  passengers  rodi 

a  great  pile  of  mattresses  and  blankets  an.J  a  number  of 
posts  and  cross  bars.  When  sleeping  time  came  Te  posts 
were  brought  out,  the  berths  built  up  and  bolted  toX 
before  the  eyes  of  the  passengers.  It  can  be  well  underato^ 
how  these  improvised  constructions  creaked  and  «-oa„^ 
during  he  night.  They  supplied  a  need,  but  weTa^li 
supplanted  by  the  Pullman  inventions. 

With  Mr.  Meeker  we  had  the  most  personally  pleasant 

STiecl^'r  "^  '*'  ""'^  our'application'to^:' 
for  a  connection,  he  was  staunch  to  the  old  steamboat  con- 

7r^Z  Th     *•  ""r^  ""^   ^''"^^  '^'y  ^^-'  ^  h  us 
treTt!5   H  rV''^'"  '1***  ^'^  '^^^  ^'  J>««i  ^^  hardly 

an  official  connection  he  was  equally  steunch  toward  u 
r^mng  the  continuous  interert  which  the  steamb^i 
hne.  have  u,  the  mutual  business  which  they  have  aided 
S:  "jW^i'^'"*  "P-  To  him  succeeded  in  May.  ms 
Mr.  E.  J.  Richards,  his  highly  efficient  and  much  Ln^r 
assjstant.  who*  knowledge  of  the  passenger  busine^  ^fTil 
railway  was  unsurpassed  by  any.  Prom  this  tiT  began 
an  association  with  the  principal  officers  of  the  New  York 
Central,  which  has  widened  and  deepened  with  years 
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This  year,  1885,  Capt.  McCorquodale  was  appointed  to 
the  Chtcora,  succeeded  Capt.  T.  Leach,  whose  business  en- 
gagements rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  return  to  Hali- 
fax. 

Having  come  into  assured  position  the  railway  officers 
willingly  co-operated  with  us  when  we  spent  considerable 
time  and  money  in  sending  out  travelling  representatives 
und  distributing  advertising  matter  respecting  the  route 
and  Toronto,  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Steve 
Murphy  being  the  efficient  Travelling  Passenger  Agent 
since  1888.  I  question  very  much  whether  the  City  ana 
the  Citizens  of  Toronto  have  any  conception  of  the  wealth 
of  advocacy  in  advertisement  and  expense  which  the  Niag- 
ara Navigation  Company  has  given  to  the  City  and  its  at- 
tractions, and  particularly  to  its  "Exhibition"  during  the 
past  twenty-five  years. 

One  after  another  the,  then  separate,  railways  were  in- 
duced to  put  lines  of  tickets  on  sale  reading  over  the 
Niagara  River  Line  to  Toronto,  the  list  of  these  having 
been  added  to  each  year.  In  mentioning  this  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  in  these  early  years,  in  the  "eighties," 
there  were  a  very  large  number  of  minor  railways  operat- 
uig  on  their  own  and  separate  account.  The  great  con- 
solidations into  the  fewer  hands  and  control  of  the  main 
trunk  lines  had  not  then  been  effected,  and  yet  more,  the 
system  of  general  traffic  associations,  joint  rate  meetings 
and  combined  agreed  traffic  associations  had  not  been  de- 
vised. 

The  officers  of  each  railway  did  what  each  thought  was 
best  for  the  interests  of  his  own  line,  and  were  controlled 
only  by  their  being  open  to  the  possibility  of  adverse  com- 
petition from  some  other  line. 


ii 


ON  THE  NIAGARA  RIVER  181 

1.  iJ^*  f "-'!  *"''*  ^'^  '""  *•*"  ^^""3  *««'«»«/  «™«"y 

held  in  Buffalo,  to  consider  "Summer  Excursion  Rates  " 
As  there  were  many  more  independent!  roads  the  atten- 
dance was  considerably  greater  and  perhaps  there  was 
more  of  conviviality  and  social  intercourse  than  in  the 
more  staid  and  business  meetings  of  these  subsequent  days 
Moreover  it  was  a  battle  of  wits  between  the  newer  and 
weaker  roads  striving  to  create  and  attract  business  from 
their  more  longly  established  competitors. 

Will  any  one  who  was  present  at  them,  forget  the  raen- 
al  activity  and  agility  of  the  General  Passenger  Agent  of 
the  Ogdensburgh  and  Lake  Champiain  Railway,  then  a 
little  one  on  its  own,"  striking  into  the  middle  of  its 
great  competitors;  a  menace,  ambitious,  and  played  with  a 
free  hand.  Its  able  representative  was  like  a  little  terrier 
■napping  in  the  midst  of  a  surrounding  crowd,  and  he 
frequently  got  his  way. 

The  claims  for  "differentials"  by  some  roads  not  so 
well  established  as  others,  or  where  representatives  thought 
their  earnings  might  be  thus  increased,  were  perennial, 
and  the  demands  for  more  Special  Excursions  at  "cut 
rates  voluminous.  The  discussions  were  lively  and  well 
worth  hearing. 

In  the  hours  of  relaxation  of  this  annual  gathering 
which  brought  men  of  the  fraternity  from  distant  places 
into  friendly  contact,  there  were  men  who  since  have 
risen  into  the  restraining  influence  and  stateliness  of  high- 
est offices,  but  who  in  those  younger  days  did  not  disdain 
to  dance  a  can  can  in  a  night  shirt,  or  snap  fingers  in  a 
Highland  fling,  with  an  elderly  but  active  stearaboater 
from  Montreal.  All  could  sing  in  a  chorus  or  join  in  a 
rout.  The  foundations  of  the  present  great  lines  of  pas- 
•enger  trade  were  laid  in  those  days,  but  the  railway  world 
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to-day  does  not  find  quite  to  much  fun  in  its  work  as  it 
used. 

The  days  of  individuality  of  minor  roads  have  gone, 
and  for  all  railway  officers  those  of  over  pressure  against 
increasing  costs  of  expenses  have  come.  The  demand  of 
the  public  of  the  day  is  not  only  for  lower  rates  but  for 
greater  facilities,  so  that  the  increasing  strain  of  business 
needs  absorbs  all  time  and  attention,  although  at  the  same 
time  much  pleasant  intercourse  prevails. 

Gradually  the  scope  of  our  coui-aes  of  traffic  leading  to 
the  Niagara  River  were  thus  widened  but  not  with  ease; 
what  in  these  present  days  can  be  done  in  a  single  joint 
meeting,  or  by  the  issue  of 'a  single  joint  rate  sheet,  re- 
quired in  those  days,  years  of  work,  visiting  the  distant 
parts,  and  much  personal  address.  It  was  in  these  last 
that  Ml.  John  Poy  particularly  shone.  He  had  a  happy 
way  of  gaining  and  keeping  new  friends  and  allies. 

In  our  own  local  and  home  city  sphere  we  began  work- 
ing for  new  business.  *'Book  Tickets"  for  families,  with 
coupons  for  the  trips,  were  introduced,  an  entirely  new  de- 
velopment, enabling  citizens  of  Toronto  to  live  at  home 
during  the  summer  and  yet  give  their  families  lake  travel 
and  fresh  air  at  remarkably  cheap  rates. 

In  this  we  received  the  aid  of  the  medical  profession. 
One  doctor  is  remembered  as  putting  it  this  way:  "I  tell 
my  people,"  said  he,  "that  when  *hey  want  to  wash  their 
hands  clean  they  must  use  clean  water,  and  similarly  if 
they  require,  as  I  wish  them,  to  clear  out  their  lungs,  they 
must  get  fresh  air  where  the  clearest  and  freshest  air  is  to 
be  got,  by  crossing  the  lake  on  your  steamers  to  Niagara." 

Another  doctor  with  a  large  family  practice  said: 
"When  I  find  tht  digestion  of  the  children  of  any  of  my 
families  getting  out  of  order  I  prescribe  a  'book  ticket  on 
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the  Niagara  route."  It  provides  in  such  cases  a  splendid 
natural  "metic."  There  is  many  a  well  grown  citizen  in 
Toronto  whose  vigor  has  been  promoted  or  life  saved  in 
infant  days  by  the  pure  air  gained  by  these  trips  across 
the  lake.  Excursions  by  societies,  Sunday  schools,  national 
and  benevolent  bodies  were  sought  out  and  encouraged  to 
devote  their  energies  to  providing  outings  for  their  as- 
sociations and  friends.  Every  possible  method  was  em- 
ployed to  get  new  business.  We  certainly  needed  it,  as  we 
certainly  had  not,  so  far,  a  very  profitable  time. 

Gradually  the  business  on  the  route  showed  signs  of 
growth  until  we  saw  that  if  we  were  to  deserve  our  position 
with  the  railway  companies  and  meet  the  increasing  traf- 
fic we  must  add  to  our  equipment.  The  railway  officials 
had  also  expressed  their  opinion  that  another  steamer 
would  soon  be  needed  and  stated  that  in  adding  it  the 
Navigation  Company  would  receive  the  continued  support 
of  'their  {Companies.  The  first  year  of  peace  closed  satis- 
factorily, and  1885  was  marked  in  white  upon  the  mile- 
stones of  our  progress. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

FiBST  Railways  at  Lewiston— Expansion  Required  — 
The  Renown  or  the  "Let  Her  B"— A  Critic 

OF  PUM  SOLL. 

.  The  origfinal  terminiu  of  the  Lewirton  branch,  after  it 
had  emerged  from  the  cuttings  in  the  Gorge,  waa  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  town,  abopt  a  nule  ^d  a  half  from  the 
steamboat  dock  at  the  shore  of  the  river.  During  the  sea- 
son of  1886  the  New  York  Central  began  again  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  extending  their  rails  so  that  the  trains 
might  be  brou^t  to  the  steamer's  side. 

This  location  had  been  a  relic  from  the  earliest  travel- 
ling days.  The  rills  of  travel  from  all  parts  of  the  West 
converged  at  Niagara  PaUs  and  then  passed  on  to  join  the 
steamboats  for  Lake  Ontario. 

Davison's  "Travellers'  Guide,"  published  at  Saratoga 
Springs  in  1834,  says:  -  "A  stage  leaves  Buffalo  every 
morning  at  6  o'clock,  passing  through  the  village  of  Black 
Rock,  3  miles;  Tonawanda,  9  mUes;  Niagara  Palls,  11 
miles.  Pare  $1.60.  This  line,  after  giving  passengers  an 
opportumty  of  witnessing  the  Falls  for  two  or  three  hours 
proceeds  to  Youngstown,  or  Pot  Niagara,  passing  through 
Lewiston. 

The  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls  Railroad  had  been  or- 
ganized and  surveyed,  and  the  first  steam  trains  commenc- 
ed running  in  1836  with  a  speed  of  15  miles  per  hour  a 
rate  which  was  considered  notable.  The  track  was  laid 
on  wooden  sills  faced  with  scrap  iron,  and  during  the  first 


A  CENTURY  OP  SAIL  AND  STEAM  135 

winter  was  so  heaved  by  the  frost,  that  the  steain  engines 
had  to  be  taken  off,  and  horses  used  to  haul  the  cars,  thesf 
being  only  little  ones  with  four  wheels  each,  modeled  large- 
ly afer  the  stage  coaches  of  the  period.  In  1839,  this  rail- 
way having  been  equipped  with  all-iron  rails,  had  grown 
to  two  steam  trains  per  day  each  way,  between  Buffalo  and 
Niagara  Falls. 

A  further  extension  followed  when  another  small  rail- 
way company,  the  Niagara  Falls  and  Ontario  R.R.  was  or- 
ganized in  1852  to  build  a  railway  of  14  miles  from  the 
Falls  to  the  shores  of  the  Lake  at  Youngstown,  where  the 
steamers  would  be  joined.    Benj.  Pringle,  president;  John 
Porter,  vice  president ;  Bradley  B.  Davis,  secretary.    The 
company,  at  an  expense  relatively  much  greater  in  those 
days  than  at  the  present,  excavated  the  rock  cuttings  and 
cut  the  shelf  in  the  side  of  the  cliff  upon  which  the  New 
York  Central  Railway  now  runs  through  the  Gorge,  along- 
side  the  courses  of  the  Niagara  River,  and  the  railway 
was  graded  and  opened  to  Lewiston  in  1854.    Construction 
was  continued  further  to  Youngstown  and  the  track  laid 
in  1855,  but  only  one  train  was  run  down  to  the  lower  port. 
It  has  been  said  that  this  was  necessary  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  terms  of  the  charter,  and  appears  to  have  been 
a  final  effort.    The  means  of  the  company  were  no  doubt 
impaired,  so  that  shortly  afterward  all  further  work  on  this 
extension  was  suspended,  the  track  taken  up,  and  thus  in 
1855  the  balance  of  the  line  being  leased  to  the  New  York 
Central,  the  Lewiston  station  had  become  the  terminus  of 
the  railroad,  where  it  had  ever  since  remained.     As  the 
transfer  to  the  steamers  was  originally  intended  to  be  made 
at  Youngstown,  there  had  been  no  need,  at  that  time,  for 
the  station  at  Lewiston  being  constructed  any  nearer  to 
the  River  bank. 
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From  the  very  fint  the  break  in  connection  between 

JTo/'Ji-^!  ^"^  ***°  '°"°'*  inconvenient,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1850.  Mr.  Gordon,  of  the  rteamer  Peerleu  wrote  to 
the  mpermtendent  of  the  New  York  Central  Railway,  aay. 
ing.-  You  must  get  the  road  down  alongaide  the  water 
at  once. 

ThiB  unpleasant  transfer  of  paasengers  and  their  bag- 
gage m  both  directions  by  road  and  bus  had  existed  all 
tiiese  years.    The  extension  now  proposed,  would,  it  was 
Mtpected,  certainly  be  of  advantage  both  to  railway  and  to 
steamboat,  as  facilitating  travel.   It  would  mean  a  consid- 
erable expenditure  to  the  New  York  Central  Railway,  yet 
they  stated  that  if  we  would  undertake  to  put  on  another 
boat,  they  would  build  the  extension.    The  Michigan  Cen- 
tral at  Ni«gara-on-the-Lake,  which  had  now  become  one  of 
the  New  York  Central  lines,  had  had  quite  enough  trial  of 
their    any  boat"  arrangement  and  now  desired  a  permaa- 
ent  service,  which   the  putting  on  of  another  boat  would 
■upply. 

..mP*T'*'°"  **■*''  **'*'"'<"*'  *o  l>e  come  to  by  both  parties 
The  first  thing  for  us  to  decide,"  said  the  Hon.  Prank, 
IS  whether  Chtcora  is  good  enough  to  build  a  partner  for 

her.    This  settled,  we  wiU  then  do  our  share  on  the  water 

for  advancing  the  traflBc  of  the  route  while  the  railways  do 

theirs*  on  the  land." 

Immediately  on  tie  season  closing  in  October,  1886  the 
steamer  was  put  into  Muir's  dry  dock  at  Port  Dalhousie 
and  every  atom  of  lining  in  her  hull  removed  so  that  the 
plates  could  be  seen  from  the  inside  as  well  as  from  the 
outside.  The  Government  huP  inspector,  and  W.  White  of 
Montreal,  shipbuilder,  were  brought  over  to  make  the  in- 
spection. Prom  the  beginning  and  throughout  as  well  as 
assiating  in  traffic  matters  the  charge  of  the  hulls  and  en- 
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gioM  bad  been  my  partieular  eare.  Led  by  Webatcr,  tbe 
chief  engineer  of  Ckicora,  we  entered  the  hull.  Webater 
waa  «  quiet  aort  of  fellow,  aometimea  nerroua  and  at  timea 
exciUble,  perhapa  a  bit  over-intenae  in  hia  work.  He  waa 
It'an  and  with  a  looae  waiateoat.  It  baa  been  aaid  by  aome 
that  a  ateamboat  engineer,  to  be  aueoe -^ful,  ahoald  have  a 
deeent  aiied  atomaeh  to  help  ateady  him  through  the  chang- 
ing eonditiona  in  hia  running  daya.  The  auggeation  ia  well 
founded. 

We  went  under  deck.  Webater  waa  atriking  aomewhat 
lightly  on  a  plate  which  showed  aome  aigna  of  inner  aeale 
when  White  broke  out  at  him.  "Mon  ar'  ye  feart  o'  goin* 
through  T  Qie  ma  t-hammer,"  Whereupon  he  rained  hit 
forceful  blows  upon  the  plate  with  such  vigor  as  to  make 
the  din  ring.  "Hoot,"  said  he  aa  he  stopped,  "I'd  'a  got 
through  gin  'a  could,  but  'a  couldn't." 

At  the  end  of  the  afternoon  the  inspecting  party  came 
out.    "Well,  White,"  waa  aaked.  "what's  the  verdict!" 

Wiping  the  aweat  off  hia  forehead  with  the  sleeve  f.f 
his  shirt  he  answered:  "Wull,  ye  may  tell  Mr.  Smith  that 
when  he,  and  I,  and  you  are  'a  in  our  graves  Ckieora  will 
Btill  be  runnin'  gin  ye  keep  her  off  the  rocks." 

We  therefore  accepted  the  position  set  out  by  the  rail- 
way companiea  and  undertook  to  build  a  new  steamer  to 
be  ready  for  the  season  of  '88,  and  run  the  risk  of  profit 
on  the  investment  while  waiting  for  more  traffic  to  grow 
up.  We  determined  that  speed  was  the  essential  requiaite. 
First  to  perform  the  service  with  ease  and  regularity. 
Second  to  meet  any  competition  which  might  afterwards 
arise. 

There  were  then  in  Canada  no  builders  of  fast  marine 
enginea  of  the  size  we  required.  Theae  were  only  to  be 
found  on  the  Clyde,  ao  Mr.  John  Poy  and  I  sailed  the  next 
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week  on  the  Uhn  of  the  North  Gemun  Uoyd  for  South- 
•mpton. 

We  iinpeeted  the   prineipal    d«jr    boaU   on  the  lower 
Themee,  and  Bnglish  Channel,  inakinf  notee  and  enquiriea. 
Thenee  to  LiTerpool  for  lale  of  Man  ateaoMra.    Hem  we 
called  on  the  head  offioe  of  "LaWa,"  the  boildera  of  the 
Chieoro,  and  made  enquiriea  of  her  from  the  manager. 
"Chieora:  Chieora,  I  don't  remember  any  ateamer  of  that 
name— Ah :  did  you  aay  the  Let  Htr  Bf   Tea,  ahe  waa  the 
beet  ahip  of  her  elaaa  we  ever  built.    There  ahe  ia,"  and 
raiaing  hia  hand  he  pointed  to  the  model  of  the  Let  Her  B, 
■tiU  hanging  on  the  wall.    He  said  they  had  built  aeveral 
Bteamera  for  aervice  in  blockade  running  into  the  porta  of 
the  Confederate  Sutea  during  the  American  Civil  War. 
Three  of  theae  were  named  Let  Her  Oo,  Let  Her  Rip,  Let 
Her  B.    Of  all  the  steamera  which  they  had  built  the  laat 
named  and  the  laat  turned  out  waa  the  moat  aucceaaful. 
Faat,  aeaworthy,  of  a  model  which  waa  a  thing  of  beauty, 
ahe  had  not  been  aurpaaaed.      He  waa  quite  enthuaiaatie 
about  her  and  added    "She  had  a  atronger  frame  than 
uaual,  ao  that  Ae  would  be  worth  replating  ahould  it  ever 
be  deairable.*  He  gave  ua  every  attention  and  much  infor- 
mation  and  for  the  requirementa  which  we  detailed  to  him 
adviaed  ua  to  go  to  the  Clyde,  giving  ua  lettera  to  aome  of 
the  beat  yarda  there. 

In  travelling  one  makea  atrange  aequaintaneea.  On  the 
day  ezpreaa  between  Liverpool  and  Olaagow  when  we  were 
running  at  high  apeed  down  the  gradea  into  Carliale  and 
the  carriage  waa  banging  from  aide  to  side  a  gentleman, 
the  only  other  occupant  with  ua,  who  had  never  aaid  a 
word  since  we  started  auddenly  broke  into  speech,  at  the 


•  aieom  wu  put  in  dry  dock  at  Kranton  in  the  winter  of  1904  and 
UrgelX  reputed  at  an  expense  of  $37,0». 
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Mme  time  throwing  hk  feet  up  on  the  Mat  oppodte  to  him. 
"Pit  yer  legi  up!  Quick!"  The  neceMity  for  doing  tttii 
he  explained  by  adding  "Oia  we  leave  the  line  '.  -hh 
might  be  cut  off  by  the  aeaU  eomin'  tegither."  A  f  ><! 
laugh  at  his  fear*  and  eameatn«M  diapelled  t!i.  il  n  ) 
which  had  previoualy  reigned.  He  waa  a  8oot>  .1  1  •:  .w  . 
er,  and  finding  we  were  in  the  Mune  line  bewmc  corm  in- 
eative. 

How  earneatly  he  blamed  PlimaoU  for  his  .Kislati.  n  •». 
putting  hia  '•mark"  tor  load  line  on  Britiah  h'ps  bu  itu^ 
ing  the  foreigner  free,  with  all  the  privilegea  of  *•  idiii/ 
between  Britiah  porta,  and  of  loading  aa  deeply  as  h' 
pleaaed.  The  effect,  he  aaid,  on  the  Britiah  ooaatinir  I'm.  , 
waa,  that  aa  the  foreigner  could  load  aa  far  aa  he  liked,  mid 
therefore  carry  larger  cargoea,  he  could  accept  lower  ratea. 
Many  Britiah  veaaela  were  in  conaequence  of  thia  competi- 
tion aold  out,  and  tranaferred  to  foreign  ownerahip. 

"I  auppoae  he  thinka  it 'a  not  bia  buaineaa  to  keep  the 
furriner  from  bein '  drooned,  yet  he  ties  oar  hands  and  helpi 
him  take  our  trade,  and  noo  he's  at  it  agin." 

Mr.  Plimaoll  waa  just  then  introducing  a  new  Bill  into 
the  Houae  of  Commona  at  Westminater,  propoaing  to  make 
it  illegal  for  Marine  inauranee  eompaniea  to  inaure  the 
bulla  of  veaaela  for  more  than  two-thirda  of  their  value. 

With  thia  legialation  our  Scotch  friend  waa  very  irate. 

"Doea  the  man  think  I  want  to  loae  my  veaaela.  I'm 
in  the  buaineaa  aa  my  fayther  waa,  and  I  want  to  aUy  in 
the  buaineaa.  As  thinga  are  I  can  inaure  for  full  value.  If 
I  meet  an  accident  either  I  get  my  veaael  back  again,  fit 
for  her  aervice,  or  I  «?.  i  the  money  and  build  a  new  and 
larger  one.  If  every  time  I  have  a  total  loaa  I  am  to  be 
docked  of  one-third  of  my  capital,  then  it  wouldn't  be  long 
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before  I  'd  be  out  of  businew.    Ye  never  can  keep  np  the 
Kntish  merchant  marine  that  way." 

But  wouldn't  it  be  better  for  the  insurance  companieat 
No,  not  at  all.  The  insurance  companies  make  their 
money,  not  on  the  ships'  hulls,  but  on  the  cargoes  which 
the  ships  carry.  A  single  ship  in  one  season  will  carry 
dozens  of  cargoes.  We  are  the  shuttle,  which  carry  back- 
wards and  forwards  the  cargo  values  on  which  the  com- 
panics  earn  their  rates.      In  fact,  we  help  to  earn  their 

Z!t  ^  p'r  T^*'"  ^°"'^  ^  '^'  «"«««-  without  the 
shipsf  G„,  Pl.m«,ll  had  his  way  he'd  wipe  all  the  British 
ships  off  the  seas,  but  we're  no  so  bad  as  he  wad  paint  us  " 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  what  he  said,  for 
given  that  the  repute  and  moral  hazard  is  good,  it  matters 
htde  so  far  as  the  owners  exercise  of  care  for  the  avoiding 
of  loss  18  concerned,  whether  the  insurance  carried  is  for 
total  value  or  only  partial. 

Needless  to  say  the  PlimsoU  BUI  did  not  cany.  As  evi- 
dence of  our  faith  I  may  mention  that  in  the  early  days 
when  the  Niagara  company  was  simply  a  family  ownership,' 
we  insured  only  against  fire  and  collirion,  carrying  the 
whole  of  the  marine  risk  ourselves.  But  we  watched  with 
infinite  closeness  the  ships  and  our  men,  as  is  equally  done 
now  when  the  company  insures  for  a  portion  of  the  value 

November  in  Glasgo.w!    A  mixture  of  smoke,  fog.  and 

S^t  of  hf ""  T  ™"^  '^'""'"^  ''^*^-  experien«S.  A 
r.^  •.  r  ""J  """  •^"'^  *"  P«''^«d«  *»»«  atmosphere. 
We  visited  and  consulted  with  the  builders  of  the  fast 
s  eamers  particularly  the  Fairfield  Co.  at  Govan  and  the 

w.r'^  lu  ^u^^T""-  ^''^'"'^  ^'"'^  «««*d  the  freedom 
«ith  which  the  fullest  information  was  laid  before  us 

We  also  inspected  the  fast  day  steamers  of  the  David 
Mactryne  and  the  Caledonian  S.S.  companies  among  them 
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the  Columba  and  Lord  of  the  Isles,  whose  repute  as  day 
steamers  for  speed  and  equipment  stood  on  the  highest 
•cale  and  are  still  (1912)  performing  their  regular  service. 
While  there  was  much  to  admire  in  them,  yet  we  found 
they  were  lacking  in  many  things  in  both  exterior  and  in- 
terior fittings  which  our  summer  lake  passengers  would 
consider  important. 

For  instance— in  making  a  trip  one  day  on  one  of  these 
steamers  there  was  a  nasty  drizzling  rain.  It  dribbled 
down  the  main  stairway  which  was  open  to  the  sky,  and 
there  were  no  awnings  or  coverings  over  the  upper  deck. 
As  a  result  the  passengers,  who  wished  to  have  fresh  air, 
sat  along  the  deck  seats,  either  huddled  together  under  um- 
brellas, or  wrapped  up  in  the  Scotch  plaids  with  which  al- 
most everybody  seemed  to  be  supplied. 

"What  for  why!"  said  the  captain  in  reply  to  a  sug- 
gestion that  a  deck  awning  might  be  a  good  thing.  "To 
keep  off  the  rain,"  was  the  reply.  "Ah  mon,"  said  he, 
"it  wad  keep  aff  the  sun." 

Perhaps  in  the  contrast  between  the  Scotch  climate  and 
ours  in  Canada,  he  was  right,  for  they  cannot  spare  any 
of  the  glimpses  of  the  sun  so  sparingly  vouchsafed  to  them. 
After  fullest  enquiry  and  consideration,  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  best  thing  we  could  do  was  to  repeat 
a  highly  successful    day  passenger    paddle    steamer,  the 
Ozone  which  had  been  built  on  the  Clyde,  and  sent  out  to 
Australia  a  year  and  a  half  previously,  and  had  there  ob- 
tained a  splendid  record  for  speed  and  commercial  success. 
She  was  just  the  size  we  wanted,  250  feet  long,  28'  6" 
beam  in  hull,  or  52  feet  over  guards,  draft  6  ft.  6  in.  Com- 
pound engines  with  two  cylinders  of  47  inches,  and  87 
inches,    developing   2000   horse   power,    and   sending  the 
steamer  at  the  officially  certified  speed  of  20  miles  per  hour 


. 


'41 


1«         A  CENTUBY  OF  SAIL  AND  STEAM 

the  c;^r  ^^"^  -  *^«  ^^y^  between  the  C^c*  .nd 

'^e  the  apper  cabin  worto  wou  d  b^ TdHt^  ^*''™' 
otir  own  reqoiremente  ^  according  to 

Mon^rLnXll^rn"/""^  '""'P'***^  -*-"-  at 
her  and  taJe  offonT^  tL  "  "!  "°"'^  •»•'«  ^"'i  *«  <»t 
the  canala.    For  Z  pfrt  I  h!^"'^  *«  ?«*  her  up  through 

«g  -teamera  in  pZf  up'the  st  w"''  T"«^'  ''^  ''""«- 
the  gmaller  canatewlre  st  n  inl      wT*  ^''*'" """  ''^ch 

e-to  newste.n:r:ni;;irrra.ro:^^^^^^^ *^ 

for  the  oTZ  rndtouM  t'shT  "r"!"""  """^  ^^  *»•- 
treal  b.  the  firat  .tea::;e'r  t  tTr^  "  ^"^  *°  ^^«»- 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

WlNTKB  AND  WhBKKV  U,   SoOTUAHIV-IUiL  AND   StEAMD. 

Au.N08n>,  AT  Lewbton-How  -CffloLA'.  Got  H^ 
Namk-On  thb  Bout»-Thk  U.E.  Loyausto 
Onoiaka  Aookd. 

forth!*!  ^~^°°'  i*^  '^°  "^«  '*  '«"  t«»k  «"ne  time 
for  the  arranging  of  tende«  and  eompletion  of  contract 

football  played  m  seas  of  mud,  and  half  lost  in  fogi^^Z^ 

pulled  theTf '  ,"'*'  '^"  ""'''•^«"^  except^erSe^ 

w^fe^?entr7't"''''  ^i*'"'  ""^  '"^'^^  innumerabll 
with  feet  entirely  bare.  Poop  kiddies  how  they  suffered 
when  on  one  day  there  was  a  fall  of  snow.  ScJ^o^ 
damp,  heavy  clots,  which  moirtened  as  they  tou^^^' 
thing,  exuding  cold,  and  slobbering  over  L  stonfpZ 

or  ^!  T^"'"'  """"^^  ^^'"  '•^  '««t«d  feet  with  rags 
ewers  hunched   themselves   together   and  shivered       No 
wonder  these  people  feared  the  snow  and  eold  orCanadl 
for  they  thought  that  if  they  felt  such  sufferbg  in  a  tern 

wrnTe  ;;^  ^"*  r  *'"  '"-"^'"^  P^^"*'  what  ml'if^ 
When  the  thermometer  went  below  zero. 

.1.  I'*  '^'i*.^!^  ''°'^  '™°*  "'  "  """y  have  since  learned 
the  dry  salt-hke  winter  snow  of  Canada  is  plea«»nt  foMhe 
children  to  play  in,  and  the  sen«.tion  of'^^ori  to  L 
measured  by  the  figures  on  the  thermometer.  It  iTthl 
dampne-  which  bring,  the  suffering,  which,  needi^  to  L 
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met  by  heat  from  within,   inclines  to  the  8nrae«tion,  ex- 

SIT^.  ^r""'   ***■*  ""^^'y  »  «  »»*«"'  beverage  for 
Scotland.    That  it  u  a  umial  one  I  learned  in  actual  experi- 

In  our  -steamboat  samplings"  we  had  made  a  trip 
hi^ugh  the  "Kyles  of  Bute"  and  to  Tarbert,  where  we 
took  carnage  across  the  MuU  of  Cantire  to  the  outer  ma 
Stopping  for  lunch  at  a  neat  little  inn  about  half  way 
across.  The  mid-day  meal  was  being  served  in  a  large  room 
with  one  long  table  down  the  centre.  At  this  aU  the  com- 
pany sat,  one,  apparently  a  commercial  traveller,  occupy- 
ing the  seat  at  the  head  and  doing  the  carving  A  large 
op«n  fireplace  with  glowing  fire  gave  comfort  and  pleasant 
radiance.  *^   ^^ 

The  one  maid,  a  cheery  loi)king  young  girl,  did  all  the 
serving  and  was  busy  in  her  attentions  to  the  guests.  When 
she  had  got  them  all  served  I  asked  her,  as  she  passed  bv. 
If  she  would  please  get  me  a  cup  of  tea.  Pausing  for 'a 
moment  she  gave  me  a  searching  look  and  then  without 
speaking  passed  on.  A  little  while  later  I  again  caught 
her  attention  and  suggesting  that  perhaps  she  had  not  un- 
derstood me,  said  that  I  would  like  to  have  a  cup  of  tea. 
Bending  forward  over  me  with  a  puckering  of  the  fore- 
head she  said  abruptly,  "Where  do  ye  coom  fraet"  "Prom 
Canada,    I  answered. 

"Dye  ye  hae  tea  'i  the  noon  in  Canada?"  "Yes  "  said 
I  m  my  mort  pleasing  tone,  "we  have  tea  three  times  in 
the  day  in  Canada-at  morning,  mid-day  and  evening  " 

With  a  sniff  she  retorted,  "  WuU,  y're  no  in  Canada  the 
noo,  y  re  m  Scotland.  Y'  cannot  hae  tea  i'  the  middle  o' 
the  day  in  Scotland—ye  can  hae  whiskey." 

I  didn't  so  I'm  afraid  Canada  fell  greatly  in  her  esti- 
matron. 
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The  contracts  were  at  length  eompieted  and  Me  hasten- 
ed for  home,  taking  the  Guion  Line  AloMka  aa  the  faateat 
■hip  on  the  Atlantic.  She  held  the  "record"  for  the  then 
faatert  pu«ige.  6  day.,  21  hours,  40  minutes  from  Queen- 
■ton  to  New  York. 

We  had  a  frightful  passage,  during  one  24  hours  mak- 
ing only  52  miles.  When  the  captain  of  a  first-class  Atlan- 
tic liner  enters  on  his  log,  as  ours  did  next  day,  dangerous 
lea,  one  may  feel  satisfied  that  something  unusual  had 
been  going  on. 

Instead  of  not  over  eight  days,  as  had  been  expected, 
we  took  twelve  days,  much  to  the  alarm  of  our  families 
and  reached  Toronto  only  three  days  before  Christmas.     ' 

So  Chtcora  and  her  successor  had  twice  run  the  home- 
coming festival  pretty  close. 

In  1887  the  services  were  opened  by  Chictn-a  alone,  with 
capt.  McCorquodale  in  command. 

Construction  of  the  new  steamer  was  begun  early  in 
April  in  the  yards  of  the  E.  W.  Bathbun  Company,  at 
IJeseronto  on  the  Bay  of  Quinte,  there  being  then  no  other 
shipyard  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario.  The  facilities 
here  were  excellent,  in  convenience  of  access  by  rail  to  the 
waterside,  and  in  complete  iron  and  wood-working  factories 
for  the  cabin  construction. 

The  hull  was  erected  by  W.  C.  White,  of  Montreal,  who 
also  had  built  the  steamer  FUgate.  and  the  woodwork  done 
by  ourselves  and  the  Bathbuns  under  the  charge  of  our 
foreman  carpenter,  Mr.  J.  Whalen. 

*K  J-***  f  «^««  «"i^ed  in  good  shape  and  were  erected  in 
the  hull  by  Bankm,  Blackmore  &  Co.,  who  sent  out  men  for 
this  purpose. 

The  cabin  work  was  being  made  in  sections  in  the  work- 
shops, so  that  it  could  be  erected  as  soon  as  the  decks  were 
ready. 
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In  the  early  part  of  the  waM>n  of  1887  the  New  York 
Central  completed  the  extension  of  iU  tracks  to  the  shore 
line  at  Lewiston,  just  above  the  steamer  dock.  The  relief 
to  the  traffic  was  welcome  and  immediate.  The  passengers 
were  saved  the  weary  jolting  for  the  mile  and  a  half  trans- 
fer through  enveloping  dust,  or  of  red  bespattering  mud 
aceordmg  to  the  varying  conditions  of  the  weather,  and 
the  through  time  between  Niagara  FalU  and  the  steamer 
M'as  also  much  shortened. 

Ever  since  the  branch  railway  had  emerged  from  the 
Gorge  this  trial  of  temper  and  nerves  had  continued  just 
in  the  same  state  as  it  had  when  I^ewiston  was  the  focus 
centre  for  the  quickest  routes  to  Rochester,  Ogdensburgh 
and  to  Albany  and  New  York,  via  Lake  Ohamplain,  and 
the  only  route  to  Toronto,  Kingston  and  Montreal. 

At  length,  after  a  meritorious  service  of  so  many  years 
their  .luty  being  over,  the  lumbering  old  Transfer  Coaches' 
which  looked  as  though  they  had  never  felt  another  coat  of 
pamt  since  their  first,  were  consigned  to  the  retirement  of 
broken  bottles  and  old  tins.  No  traces  of  them  are  now 
to  be  found.  There  are,  however,  some  notable  memorials 
still  left  m  the  old  town  of  its  eariiest  days  of  tourist  and 
travel  activities. 

On  the  old  road  betweea  I^ewistou  and  the  dock,  once 
traversed  by  the  transfer  coaches,  and  part  of  the  main 
road  from  Bataira  when  the  village  was  known  as  "Lewis- 
Town,"  is  the  "Frontier  House,"  built  in  1825,  and  for 
many  years  considered  the  "finest  hotel  west  of  Albany." 
It  was  once  the  stopping  place  of  many  early  celebrities 
and  with  its  broad  stoop  and  great  pillars  is  still  a  very 
prominent  building.  The  residence  of  Captain  Van  Cleve, 
one  of  the  earliest  navigators  on  the  lakes,  and  who  sailed 
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'«>«'»'»•  Pwwit  teminui  of  the  raUway. 

Ai  iMt  the  railway  end  the  iteamen  had  been  hmn^i,* 

otrtheJf  ?""'*^  ^'  •"^•"'"'-'^'  »d'th^.hpS|^ 
!c  in  Jh  !?      .*"°'  """•'  '"P"^«J  the  volume,  of  traf 
flc  n  both  direction,  and  a  .tart  wm  made  which  indiwited 

would  SL^tirl:  "*""  '""^  ^"'^  **>  *»"«  Rener^  pS   ' 

::;;iird^^;:^ri::'t:r..^^-  -•^^  ^^  ^•^  ^'^^ 

ronft  °w  *?.T  *^^*  ''P*°«'*  'o'  »»>•  Niagara  River 

J^n^w  w^Tr '*'*  ""''-^' -^  t''^  ri-r  togeZ^ 
«ua  now  were  to  add  the  new  .teamer 

addStT''*'*"**"  u'  '"'"'*  "'""''^  ^  th«  """ne  of  the  new 

ol^;:^;:;  oTItS;^  "^  -"-"-  -  --' 

uJ^  T  ''T'^*^  *•"•*  *'■«  °'»'»«  °»»«t  begin  with  a  "C  " 

lengtrlrtlr^'"   ^f   ""'^   «-ding  V  Lie  A 
^  ri.     ^     ^/'^P*''  '^'"''«  "  "dvertiaing  dhmlay  mi^ht 

tt'^tr'^-  /  "^  '*"'  °'  P"h"«  interim  i*L 
the  matter  and  many  name,  miggested. 

A  number  of  thcM  were  elected,  and  a  »mewhat  nov.l 
method  adopted  for  coming  to  the  final  d^^n 

?^I?.  ^.  *  ««n>P«°y.  were  invited  by  Hon  Prank 
S'  We".:t  ?  '*'-™'>-V'  hi.  reridence  on  Bl"r 
JX  ad^ttemt-  o^e  S::urtit^  ^^^^  c^^ 

t^rner.-^rh::;;ir:^^^^^^^ 

I  had  had  some  twenty  posters  printed  in  the  nm» 

ZX.  "o'""'  H  ":  *"""  "^  '-  treet  advtt^; 
purpo.e..     On   each   of   the«,   wa.  diapUyed  the   namJ 
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(kicoro  together  with  one  of  the  new  names  which  hail 
been  suggested.  These  posters  were  then  set  in  a  line  along 
one  side  of  the  spaeions  hall,  so  that  the  exaet  effect  of  the 
contiguity  of  the  two  names  could  be  seen. 

After  dinner  a  sort  of  Dutch  auction  was  held.  The 
adherents  of  each  name  stated  the  reasons  for  their  pre- 
ference, promoting  some  amusing  discussion.  Each  of  the 
posters  was  then  voted  on  in  succession  and  with  varying 
majorities  ordered  down  until  finally  the  one  witli  Ckieoro 
Bnd  Cibola  gained  the  preference. 

There  would  seem  good  reason  for  this  selection,  for  in 
addition  to  the  suitability  in  appearance  and  emphony  of 
the  two  names,  a  very  interesting  historical  connection  be- 
tween them  had  been  unearthed  in  the  archives  and  annals 
in  the  beginning  of  Spanish-American  histor>',  after  fol- 
lowing up  the  exploits  of  Pizzaro  in  South  America. 

The  early  Spaniards  had  made  a  foothold  in  the  island 
of  Cuba.  Ponce-de-Leon  had  visited  the  shores  of  Florida, 
but  it  was  not  until  15.39  that  Hermando-de-Soto,  heading 
an  expedition  from  the  Island,  established  the  first  perm- 
anent occupation  upon  the  mainland  for  the  Spanish 
nation. 

A  settlement  was  formed  and  a  fortress  built  at  Ste. 
Augustine.  Spanish  intluence  thereafter  gradually  extend- 
ed around  the  northern  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to- 
ward the  Mississippi  and  inland  through  the  intervening 
Indian  country  which  was  then  called  the  Ckicora  Country 
—"Tke  land  of  pretty  flowers." 

Beyond  this  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  far  shores  of 
the  Mississippi  lay  the  wide-spread  grazing  territories 
where  the  Spanish  advtniarers  conceived  would  be  oppor- 
tunity for  further  exploit;;. 
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Somewhere  about  the  year  1580  a  coterie  of  theM  ven- 
tuMMome  oiiea  carried  over  with  them  to  Hpaiii  a  party  of 
the  native  Indiana  including  among  them  the  principal 
Chief  of  the  Chicora  Indiana,  the  oecupanta  of  the  conntry 
between  Florida  and  the  river.  Thene  they  premnted  at 
their  aovereign's  court  aa  viaible  evideiicea  of  their  travel- 
lioga  and  enterpriaet. 

In  thow  early  daya  of  diacovery  on  thia  Weatern  hemi- 
sphere, and  for  long  yearn  afterwarda,  it  ia  noticeable  in 
how  lordly  a  manner  the  Sover«-ign8  and  Magnatea  of 
Europe  parcelled  out  the  new  found  territoriea,  making 
wholeaale  granU  of  land  to  their  own  followers  with  or 
out  the  leave  of  the  original  Indian  occupantH.  In  thia  case 
the  representative  Chief  waa  present.  The  King  created 
him  "Don  Francisco  de  Chicora,"  and  a  grant  was  con- 
firmed to  hia  introducers  of  all  the  country  lying  adjac«'nt 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the  far  side  of  the  Miaaiaaippi. 

Returning  with  this  authority  the  Spaniarda  extended 
their  enterprises  to  their  new  oportunities.  As  they  ad- 
vanced westward  they  found  on  the  terraces  of  the  great 
plains,  and  on  the  foothills  of  the  mountain  ranges,  the 
countless  "Cibolos,"  or  Buffalo,  ranging  in  mighty  bands 
over  the  nature  pastures. 

It  was  in  conseciueuce  of  this  that  when  giving  a  namo 
to  the  new  Province  which  was  being  added  to  their  pre- 
vious domain,  they  named  it  "Cibola,"  "the  Buffalo  coun- 
try." This  name  is  atill  preserved  by  a  ranching  hamlet 
in  n  part  of  that  territory  now  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

As"  ai  other  steamer  waa  to  be  added  in  partnership 
with  Chtcora  "the  pr»-ny  flower,"  uhat  more  apropriate 
name  could  we  give  to  her  than  that  of  "Cibola,"  "the 
Buffalo,"  in  reminiscence  of  the  old  tini»'  territorial  ex- 
pansion. 


;i 


a 


i    iL  ! 


••ctoeorr  msowtion  tut  chart 

(ANSI  and  ISO  TEST  CHART  No.  2) 


A 


/^PLIED  IN/HGE    Inc 


^^P^        ISS]  Eosc  Hoin  StrMl 
,^^KS        Sflf"'  ••*•  "fo^        '««09      US* 
I  ("•)  482  -  0300  -  Phoo. 

(716)  288  -  Sg89  -  Fa« 


f 


t 


160         A  CENTUBY  OP  SAIL  AND  STEAM 

pnety  m  the  selection  that  thi«  "Buffalo  boat"  wa.  to^ 

improved  connection  between  Toronto,  and  the  greTt  and 
modem  city  of  Buffalo. 

On  Ist  of  November  the  steamer  was  successfuUv 
launched  in  the  presence  of  a  large  party  bro^grdTwJ 
by  special  train  from  Toronto,  the  nam.  Cilia  bekg  ^^eT 
and  the  traditional  bottle  of  champagne  smashingly  bfS 
on  the  bow  by  Miss  Constance  Cumberland,  the  youn^rt 

!fd  M^    !  V'^-^r <^-t.  -d  who  subs;<,ue„tl7X 
ned  Mr.  A.  Foy,  a  brother  of  the  Manager.  ^        '      " 

R  Z^  Jr™"  *'°*'*^  °"  **»«  construction  were  i-Designer 
Rol^rt  Morton  Glasgow;  steel  hull,  Dalzell  Co.,  Xl  ] 
Scotland;   erection  of  hull,  W.   White   &  Co.,  Montreal 

work,  Bathbun  Co.,    Deseronto;    interior    mahogany  and 

Thp^!?n  ^*"'""*  T^°  °^  ^^^^  ^'^  '^^^  exceedingly  active 
The  opening  of  the  New  York  Central  to  the  b«ik  of  tte 
meMargely  increased  the  faciUties  and  the  movement  o5 

tHn?f/**T'  ^'"""^'  ''*'  ''^"^'^  *«  "»«*«  the  early 

nps  from  Niagara  and  late  from  Toronto,  and  to  ^^ 

the  increasing  fruit  business.    We  had  acqu^ed  the  S 

of  the  International  Ferry  between  Queelton  and  S^ 

Te^X     "'   *"  *"""^^  P'^"^^"  to  *»>«  -ain  line 

sion^fT  *T"^**°  ^'"^"'■'  '°  connection  with  the  erten- 
by"'l?tll't  T  •"*:°^'^^«^  "^y  tl^e  New  York  Central 
by     shuttle  trains"  with  oft,crt;a«o«  cars  run  frequently 
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betT^en  the  Palls  and  Lewiaton.  These  cars  were  open  on 
the  B,de  next  the  river  and  the  passenger  seats  set  length- 
whe,  facing  the  view,  were  raised  in  tier,  one  above  the 
other,  secunng  an  unimpeded  view  of  the  scenery  of  the 
wonderful  rapids  and  Niagara  Gorge. 

The  Kathleen  ran  in  connection  with  these  trains,  giving 

InVT       ,^  '""  ''"^•^  ''  *»»«  ^^"  B'-'-  to  Nkgarf 
P^n^rs^.^  ^  "'  Youngstown  for  the  Port  and  Town 

Business  at  Queenston,  where  we  had  improved  the 
dock,  was  much  increased,  due  to  our  working  up  the  ex- 
cursions  which  were  rendered  more  attractive  by  L  Lat 
unproyenients  made  by  the  Queen  Victoria  Niagara  Park 
Commissioners  in  the  park  upon  the  Queenston  Heights 
and  around  Brock's  Monument. 

An  excellent  season  closed  without  further  incident 
..pH»r"^i      T"*""  ''^  ^^^^-^^  *•»«  «*bin  work  had  pro- 
mi    T"''^"°  ^**'"''-    ^""°«  *»»"  P«"»d  we  came 
much  into  personal  contact  with  Mr.  E.  W.  Rathbum,  the 

emt?    '"'^^Tr  '"'•'  "'^'  «°«  •"^•^»»»  »y.  the  phy  ic^ 

borders.    In  the  prime  of  life,  genial,  incisive,  he  was  the 
focus  centre  of  vibrant  energies. 

It  seemed  to  be  his  ambition  that  no  by-product  in  his 
enterprises  should  escape  undeveloped 
^«.»^'  r'  ^^.^'l^^t^'^  ^  «^«ry  public  and  benevolent  pro- 
.?Hi?  *''y'''""ty."»d  "'though  not  himself  entering  into 
parhamentnry  duties,  his  opinion  was  much  sought  and 
hi  :tl°  ^  T""'  development.  With  intense  devotion  to 
nis  work,  and  much  continuous  strain  on  his  enermes  it 
was  not  to  be  wondered  that  his  years  were  not  mX    '' 

wMI  !  '"^  V  u  '^"°*^  ''^  ^^^^  ^^^  ''«"«•    The  work  was 

Llr.  r*^    *""*'  *"  '^'"'  ^^'^  """T^-t^"  «°«i  Pinter, 
lingered  on  m  possession. 
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Chirora  had  opeued  the  season  and  it  was  absolutely 
neci'ssiiiy  llijit  Cibola  should  be  on  hand  to  take  part  in 
moving  the  troops  to  Niagara  Camp  on  10th  June. 

The  only  thing  to  do  was  to  bring  the  whole  working 
force  away  with  the  steamer.  Capt.  McCorquodale  was  in 
coinmand,  Capt.  .McQiffin  having  been  appointed  to  the 
Chicora. 

A  small  party  of  friends  had  come  down  for  the  trip 
up,  among  them  Alderman  John  Baxter,  of  Toronto  a 
genial  soul,  whose  girth  'vas  not  far  from  equalling  his 
height,  he  was  the  very  euiijodiment  of  merriment  and  was 
a  most  excellent  singer.  As  the  most  elderly  member,  we 
dubbed  him  The  Chaplain,  aUhough  perhaps  he  was  not 
the  )iiost  sedate.  Jlr.  Ross  Ilayter,  a  Tea  Planter  cousin, 
lately  come  from  Assam,  and  who  was  the  first  to  introduce 
Indian  package  tea  to  Canada,  was  installed  as  the  Doctor, 
and  Mr.  Gus.  Foy,  brother  of  Jlr.  John  Poy,  ably  acted  as 
Steward. 

We  left  in  the  morning  with  the  decks  encumbered  by 
every  description  of  material  for  all  trader 

As  each  rounded  point,  and  changing  turn  of  this  is- 
land-studded channel  came  in  view  one  could  not  but  re- 
call that  along  these  waters  once  came  from  Montreal,  and 
Cataraqui,  the  fleet  of  canoes  carrying  the  families  of  the 
Six  Nations  Indians  to  the  new  homes,  which  had  been 
given  them  by  the  British  Government,  to  replace  those  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  which  they  had  lost  by  their  loyal 
adherence  to  the  King's  cause  during  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution. One  party  under  Chief  Deseronto  had  determined 
to  stop  at  a  reservation  which  had  been  selected  on  the 
shores  of  the  Bay  of  Quinte.  Before  leaving  Catarqui,  the 
communion  service  which  had  been  given  to  their  ancestors 
by  Queen  Anne  in  1712,  for  their  chapel  in  the  Mohawk  Val- 
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ley  in  the  Colony  of  New  York,  had  been  divided  between 
the  band.,  the  larger  share  being  given  to  the  more  nam- 
eroua  party  under  Chief  Brant,  which  separating  from 
their  Deaeronto  companions  went  onward  up  Lake  Ontario 
to  their  reservation  upon  the  banks  of  the  Grand  River. 

These  reservations  are  still  occupied  by  their  dewsend- 
ants,  who  are  ardent  militia  men,  serving  with  intense  ac 
tivity  m  the  Indian  companies  of  the  37th  Haldimand 
Kifles,  one  of  the  most  efficient  in  the  Canadian  Militia  AU 
Canadians,  should  remember  that  these  quiet  featured  men 
are  the  lineal  descendants  of  those  steadfast  ancestors  who 
gave  up  theii  homes  and  all  for  the  British  cause,  and'were 
the  first  United  Empire  Loyalists  to  come  to  Canada. 

Later  after  1783,  other  migrations  came  up  these  inner 
channels. 

The«  were  the  United  Empire  Loyalists,  descendants 
Of  the  British  pioneers  and  settlers  who  had  founded  the 
*.nghsh  colonies  in  America,  but  who  having  fought  on  the 
King  s  side  in  the  Revolution  were  driven  out  of  their 
homes  and  their  property  confiscated,  but  who  chose, 
rather  than  xoicswear  their  allegiance,  to  come  north  into 
the  forests  of  Canada  where  they  could  live  beneath  the 
Bntish  flag  under  which  they  and  their  fathers  had  been 

It  was  a  meeting,  too,  with  the  first  steamboat  ventures 
of  Upper  Canada,  for  on  "Pinkie's  Point,"  which  we  pass- 
ed the  Frontenac,  the  first  steamer  to  sail  on  Lake  Ontario 
had  been  built  in  1815.  ' 

Chicora  and  Cihola  together  carried  the  troops  to  camp 
and  performed  the  services  of  the  route  for  1888       The 
leaving  times  from  Toronto  were  7  a.m,  11  a.m.,  2  pm 
4.45  p.m.,  the  Chicora  taking  the  morning  trip  from  Lewis^ 
ton. 
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This  was  a  very  consideraUe  increase,  being  in  fact  a 
doubling  of  the  previous  service,  and  although  the  tralHc 
did  not  at  first  justify  it,  the  trade  soon  began  to  show 
signs  of  building  up,  the  new  steamer  proving  herself  a 
valuable  addition  by  her  higher  speed,  larger  capacity  for 
passengers  and  with  running  expenses  practically  the  same. 

The  arrangements  for  the  militia  at  the  camp  at 
Niagara  in  these  early  days  were  in  the  charge  of  Lt.-Col. 
Robert  Denison,  one  of  the  Denison  family,  who  have  taken 
80  large  a  part  in  the  military  annals  of  the  country,  and 
an  uncle  of  Lt.-Col.  George  T.  Denison. 

Col.  '*Bob"  as  he  was  most  frequently  called,  was  the 
Brigade  Major  for  the  Western  District  with  his  head- 
quarten  in  the  "Old  Fort"  at  Toronto  in  the  original 
"OflScers  Quarters"  building  which  had  been  military 
headquarters  for  the  Province  since  1813.  This  old  build- 
ing is  still  in  existence  and  is  to  be  preserved  as  part  of 
the  restoration  of  the  Old  Fort. 

Unconventional  and  breezy  in  his  ways,  he  used,  refer- 
ring to  the  fact  that  he  had  entirely  lost  one  eye,  to  say 
that  he  "had  a  single  eye  to  Her  Majesty's  Service,"  and 
sitting  straddled,  as  was  his  habit,  on  a  four-legge.1  saddle 
shaped  sort  of  seat  that  "he  was  always  in  the  saddle, 
ready  for  a  call  to  action." 

In  1889  Cibola  and  Chicora,  continued  their  usual  ser- 
vices with  satisfaction  and  regularity. 

The  Observation  Train  service  of  the  New  York  Central 
Railway  increased  much  in  importance  as  also  the  transfer 
Detween  Lewiston  and  Queenston.  A  smart  little  steam- 
er was  purchased  to  specially  fill  these  services. 

Following  our  habit  we  searched  for  some  name  which 
would  be  appropriate  to  the  conditions. 
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The  "Relatioua  dea  Jusuita"  are  the  reports  aent  back 
to  Prance  between  1616  and  1672  by  the  devoted  Jeauit 
prieata  who  had  come  over  in  the  early  French  Regime  and 
worked  among  the  Indiana  for  their  Chriatianization.  Much 
information  ia  given  in  theae  conditions  among  the  tribes, 
and  concerning  the  geography  of  the  country. 

One  of  these,  Pere  Lallement,  reports  that  in  1642  an 
"Onguiaora"  tribe  of  Indiana  were  living  between  the  two 
lower  lakea  on  a  river  bearing  the  same  name  as  the  tribe. 
Later  on  the  Great  Palls  on  thia  river  are  mentioned  aa  the 
"Ongiara  Cataroctes."  Thia  name  of  Ongiara,  which  was 
the  earlieat  by  which  the  river  waa  known  among  the  In- 
diana, haa  aince  been  transmuted  by  the  whites  into  its 
present  name  Niagara. 

We  therefore  named  the  little  steamer  Ongiara  aa  being 
appropriate  to  the  history  of  her  surroundings,  and  to  her 
duties  between  the  original  portage  routes  of  Indian  and 
historic  periods  at  the  landings  at  Lewiston  and  Queen- 
aton. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

RUKNINQ  THE  BUXJKADE  ON  TUK  LeT  HbR  B.— Ab  ToLD  BT 

Her  Captain-Ownbb. 

Daring  1889  we  had  the  pleasure  of  a  vimt  from  Cap- 
tain George  B.  Boynton,  the  former  owner  of  Chicora  in 
her  blockade  running  days,  who  was  delighted  to  renew 
acquaintance  with  his  early  ally.  He  gave  us  many  remi  • 
iseenses  of  that  stirring  period,  the  narratijn  of  them  can- 
not be  done  better  than  by  giving  extract  by  courteous  per- 
mission of  the  publisher  from  his  narrative  as  afterwards 
contained*  under  the  heading  "Looking  for  Trouble." 
Copyright,  1911,  by  Advunture  Mogatine,  the  Ridgway 
Company. 

After  giving  an  account  of  his  earlier  life  ,and  share  in 
the  American  Civil  War,  and  of  a  project  to  join  some  ad- 
ventures in  Culja  he  says,  "While  I  was  wondering  how  I 
could  get  into  communication  with  Cespedes,  my  interest 
was  aroused  by  a  newspaper  story  of  the  new  blookade 
runner  Let  Her  B.  The  Let  Her  B.,  whose  name  was  a 
play  on  words,  was  a  long,  powerful,  schooner-rigged 
steamship,  built  by  Lairds  on  the  Mersey.  Though  classed 
as  a  fifteen-knot  ship  she  could  do  sixteen  or  seventeen 
knots  (19  miles)  which  was  fast  going  at  that  time.  There 
was  so  much  money  in  blonkade-running  that  the  owners  of 
one  could  well  aflford  to  lose  her  after  she  had  made  three 
successful  trips. 


'Adventure  Ma^rasine,"  t  'w  York,  Jan.  191  J. 
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In  five  minutea  1  decided  to  become  a  blockade-ruuner 
and  to  buy  the  new  and  already  famouH  ship,  if  ihe  waa  to 
be  had  at  any  price  within  reawn.  I  bought  a  letter  of 
credit  and  took  the  next  ship  for  Bermuda.  On  my  arrival 
there  I  found  that  the  Let  Iter  B.  had  been  expected  in 
for  Mveral  dayi  from  her  leoond  trip  and  that  there  was 
conaiderable  anxiety  about  her.  A  freeh  cargo  of  mani- 
tiona  of  war  was  awaiting  tht  Let  Her  B,  and  a  ship  waa 
ready  to  take  to  England  the  cotton  she  would  bring. 

I  got  acquainted  with  the  agent  for  the  blockade-run- 
ner, and  offered  to  buy  her  and  tako  the  chance  that  she 
might  never  come  in.  He  wanted  me  to  wait  until  the  ar- 
rival of  her  owner,  Joseph  Berry,  who  was  expected  daily 
from  England. 

Aftftr  waiting  several  days  I  said  to  him  one  morning, 
"It  looks  as  though  your  ship  had  been  captured  or  sunk. 
I'll  take  a  gambler's  chance  that  she  hasn't  and  will  give 
you  $50,000  for  her  and  $25,000  for  the  cargo  that  is  wait- 
ing for  Wr;  you  to  take  the  cargo  she  brings  in.  I'll  give 
you  three  hours  to  think  it  over." 

It  looked  as  though  I  was  taking  a  long  chance,  but  I 
had  a  "hunch"  that  she  was  all  right,  and  I  never  have 
had  a  well-defined  "hunch"  steer  me  in  anything  but  a 
safe  course,  wherefore  I  invariably  heed  them.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  limit  there  was  not  a  sign  of  smoke  in 
any  direction  and  the  agent  accepted  my  proposition.  In 
half  an  hour  I  had  a  bill  of  sale  for  the  ship  and  the  ware- 
house receipts  for  the  cargo  of  war-supplies. 

At  sunset  that  day  a  ship  came  in  from  England  with 
her  former  owner.  He  criticized  his  agent  sharptly  at  first, 
but  when  two  more  days  passed  with  no  sign  of  the  anxious- 
ly-looked-for  ship,  Mr.  Berry  concluded  that  he  had  all  the 
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•^wdneM   '"''"'"'  *""*  """P''™*"***!  hw  •gent  on  h» 

ued  .t  long  r.,,t«  by  the  U.S.S.  Powh.t.n.  which  pr;Ll. 

tU  to  .tand  guard  over  the  harbour,  keeping  well  off  .hor.. 

on  aeount  of  the  reefn  and  .hoal.  that  were  under  heH^ 

The  Let  Ihr  H.  .lincharged  a  full  cargo  of  cotton  and 

WW  turn«|  over  to  n.e.    I  went  over  her  carefully  while 

condition.  She  wa.  unloaded  in  twelve  hour.,  and  all  her 
cargo  waa  «,fely  .towed  in  another  fortyw»ight  hoar.  I 
took  command  of  her,  with  John  B.  William.,  her  old  eap- 
w«n,  a.  railing  ma.ter,  and  determined  to  put  to  m  at 

I  knew  the  Powhatan  would  not  be  looking  for  u.  m, 
Joon,  and  planned  to  catch  her  off  her  guard.  There  wa. 
then  no  man-of-war  entrance  to  the  harbor  and  it  wu 
iieceraary  to  enter  and  leave  by  daylight.  With  the  nui 
juat  high  enough  to  let  u.  get  clear  of  the  reef,  before 
dark  and  with  the  Powhatan  well  off  .hore  and  at  ^ 
/arthe-t^^end  of  the  coun.  .he  wa.  Ia«ly  pat  Jing,  w! 

Ntarln'  f  7'',''**"  "«*  ""  -«>°"  th«n  I  had  expected,  «,d 

wut  around"!""  "°L"""'  ''''''''''■    ^«  ~    •*« 
swung  around  I  mcreawd  our  .peed  to  a  point  which  the 

mk,t  loudly  .wore  would  pile  u.  up  on  thfrock..  Bnt  rt 
didn't  and  when  we  cleared  the  pa«8ge  we  were  all  of  Lr 
mde.  m  the  lead  A.  I  had  figured,  the  Powhat^S  Sd  n" 
suppo*.  we  would  come  out  for  at  leart  a  week,  and  wa. 
cruuung  .lowly  aoout  with  fire,  banked,  no  it  took  hVrVm" 
time  to  get  up  a  full  head  of  .team.  She  fired  thrT  oJ 
four  .hot.  at  u.,  but  they  fell  far  .hort. 
At  sunrise  we  had  the  ocean  to  ourwlve.. 
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I  started  in  •♦  one*  to  inaat«r  praetioal  naTigatioa,  the 
tiMwy  of  which  1  knew,  and  to  fiuniliariM  mywlf  witk  the 
handling  of  a  ahip.  I  ttMd  at  the  wheel  for  hours  at  a 
time  and  almost  wore  out  the  inatrumenta  taking  reekon- 
ings  by  the  sun  and  stars.  Navigation  eame  to  me  natur- 
ally, for  I  loved  it,  ami  in  three  days  I  would  have  been 
willing  to  unil«>rtak«>  a  cruise  around  the  world  with  a 
Chinese  crew. 

We  arrived  off  Charleston  late  in  the  afternoon  ami 
steamed  up  close  inshore  until  we  oould  make  out  the 
smoke  of  the  bloekading  fleet,  which  was  standing  well  out, 
in  a  semi-eirole.  Then  we  dropped  back  a  bit  and  anchor- 
ed. All  of  the  conditions  shaped  tbensdvss  to  favor  m. 
It  was  a  murky  night,  with  a  bard  blow,  nhidi  cane  iq> 
late  in  the  afternoon,  a  id  when  we  got  under  way  at  mid- 
night a  good  bit  of  a  sea  was  running. 

With  the  engines  held  down  to  only  about  half  ipeed, 
but  ready  to  do  their  best  in  a  twinkling,  we  beaded  for 
the  harbor,  standing  as  ckMe  inshore  as  we  dared  go.  We 
passed  so  dose  to  the  bloekadiag-sbip  stationed  at  the  low- 
er end  of  the  orescent  that  she  could  not  have  depresMd 
her  guns  enough  to  hit  us  erven  if  we  had  been  discovered 
in  time.  But  she  did  not  see  us  until  we  bad  passed  her. 
Then  she  let  go  at  us  with  her  bow  guns  and,  while 
they  did  no  damage,  we  were  at  such  dose  quarters  that 
their  flarii  gave  the  other  riiips  a  glimpse  of  us  as  we  dart- 
ed away. 

They  immediately  opened  on  us,  but  after  the  first  min- 
ute or  two  it  was  a  case  of  haphazard  shooting  with  all  of 
them.  The  first  shells  exploded  close  around  us,  and  some 
of  the  fragments  came  aboard,  but  no  one  was  injured. 
When  I  saw  where  they  were  firing  I  threw  my  ship  farther 
over  toward  Sullivan's  Island,  where  she  could  go  on  ac- 


^ 


U 


J\ 


.1     > 


1«0         A  CENTUBY  OP  SAIL  AND  STEAM 

count  of  her  light  draft,  and  sailed  quietly  along  into  the 
harbor  at  reduced  speed.  At  daylight  we  went  up  to  the 
dock  and  were  warmly  welcomed. 

Before  the  second  night  was  half  over  we  had  every- 
thmg  out  of  her  and  a  full  cargo  of  cotton  aboard,  and  we 
steamed  out  at  once.  I  knew  the  blockaders  would  not  ex- 
pect us  for  at  least  four  days,  and  we  surprised  them  just 
as  we  had  surprised  the  Powhatan  at  Bermuda.    It  was  a 

!i  "^  '  ""'^  **  """^'^  "«•>*  *•>"»"«''  the  fleet  at  half 
speed,  but  prepared  to  break  and  run  for  it  at  the  crack 
of  a  gun.    Not  a  shot  was  fired  or  an  extra  light  shown. 

As  soon  as  we  were  clear  of  the  line  we  put  on  full 
^eed  and  three  days  later  we  were  safe  at  Turk's  Island, 
the  most  southerly  and  easterly  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  off 
the  coast  of  Florida,  which  1  had  selected  as  a  base  of  op- 
eratiom..  These  islands  were  a  haven  and  a  clearing-house 
for  the  outsiders  who  were  actively  aiding  the  Confederacy 
lor  a  very  substantial  consideration. 

Most  of  the  blockade-runners,  including  the  Banshee, 
Stren,  BoUrt  E.  Lee,  Lady  Sterling,  and  other  famous 
ships  were  operating  out  of  Nassau,  which  had  the  advant- 

Ti.-     o^""  P"*^ty  to  ^  chief  Southern  posts,  being 
within  m  mile,  of   Charleston   and  Wilmin^on   while 

r  i  •  i*!l**  **"  ^  ""«•  """"y'  »>»*  I  "ever  have  be- 
heved  in  foUowing  the  crowd.  It  is  my  rule  to  do  things 
alone  and  in  my  own  way,  as  must  be  the  practice  of  every 
man  who  expects  to  succeed  in  any  dangerous  business 
The  popularity  of  Nassau  caused  it  to  be  closely  watched 
by  the  Federal  cruisers  that  patroUed  the  Gulf  Stream 
while  the  less  important  islands  to  the  south  and  east  were 
practically  unguarded. 

Though  precarious  for  the  men  who  made  them  so.  those 
were  plenteous    days  for    the    Bahamas,    compared  wit^ 
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which  the  rich  tourist  toll  since  levied  on  tlie  Yankees  is 
but  small  change.  The  fortunes  yielded  by  blockade-run- 
ning seemed  made  by  magic,  so  quick  was  the  process.  Cot- 
ton that  was  bought  in  Charleston  or  Wilmington  for  ten 
cents  a  pound  sold  for  ten  times  as  much  in  the  Bahamas, 
and  there  were  enormous  profits  in  the  return  cargoes  of 
military  supplies.  The  captains  and  crews  shared  in  the 
proceeds  and  the  health  of  the  Confederacy  was  drunk 
continuously  and  often  riotously. 

By  the  time  I  projected  myself  temporarily  into  this 
golden  atmosphere  of  abnormal  activity,  running  the  block- 
ade had  become  more  of  a  business  and  less  of  a  romance 
than  it  was  in  the  reckless  early  days  of  the  war. 

Before  leaving  Bermuda  I  had  ordered  a  cargo  of  muni- 
tions of  war  sent  to  Turk's  Island.  We  had  to  wait  nearly 
a  month  for  this  shipment  to  arrive,  but  the  time  was  well 
spent  in  overhauling  the  engines  and  putting  the  Let  Her 
B  in  perfect  condition. 

My  second  trip  to  Charleston  furnished  a  degree  of  ex- 
citement that  exalted  my  soul.  While  we  were  held  up  at 
Turk's  Island  the  blockading  fleet  had  been  strengthened 
and  supplemented  by  several  small  and  fast  boats  which 
cruised  around  outside  of  the  line.  Without  knowing  this 
I  had  decided — ^it  must  have  been  in  response  to  a  "hunch" 
— to  make  a  dash  straight  through  the  line  and  into  the 
harbor.  And  it  was  fortunate  that  we  followed  this  plan, 
for  they  were  expecting  us  to  come  up  from  the  south, 
hugging  the  shore  as  we  had  done  before,  and  if  we  had 
taken  that  course  they  certainly  would  have  sunk  us  or 
forced  us  aground. 

We  were  proceeding  cautiously,  but  did  not  think 
we  were  close  to  the  danger  zone,  when  suddenly  one  of 
the  patrol  ships  picked  us  up  and  opened  fire.    Her  guns 
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were  no  better  than  pea-shooters,  but  they  gave  the  signal 
to  the  fleet,  and  instantly  lights  popped  up  all  along  the 
line  ahead. 

In  the  flashing  lights  ahead  I  saw  all  of  the  excitement 
that  I  had  been  longing  for,  and  with  an  exultant  yell  to 

the  helmsman  to  "Tell  the  engineer  to  give  her 1,"  I 

pushed  him  aside  and  seized  the  wheel.  I  fondled  the 
spokes  lovingly  and  leaned  over  them  in  a  tumult  of  joy. 
It  was  the  great  moment  of  which  I  had  dreamed  from 
boyhood. 

I  had  anticipated  that  when  it  came  I  would  be  consid- 
erably excited  and  forgetful  of  all  of  my  carefully-thought- 
out  plans  for  meeting  an  emergency,  but  to  my  surprise  I 
found  that  I  was  as  cool  as  though  we  had  been  riding  at 
anchor  in  New  York  Bay.  The  opening  gun  cleared  my 
mind  of  all  its  anxieties  and  intensified  its  action.  I  re- 
member that  I  took  time  to  analyze  my  feelings  to  make 
sure  that  I  was  calm  and  collected  and  not  stunned  and 
stolid  and  that  I  was  silent  from  choice  and  not  through 
anything  of  fear. 

As  though  spurred  by  a  human  impulse,  the  little  ship 
sprang  forward  as  she  felt  the  full  force  of  her  engines 
and  never  did  she  make  such  a  race  as  she  did  that  night, 
in  the  sea  that  was  running  and  at  the  speed  that  we  were 
going  we  would  ordinarily  have  had  two  men  at  the  wheel, 
but  I  found  it  so  easy  and  so  delightful  to  handle  the  ship 
alone  that  I  declined  the  assistance  of  Captain  Williams, 
who  stood  behind  me. 

Though  I  am  not  tall,  being  not  much  over  five  feet  and 
eight  inches,  nature  was  kind  in  giving  me  a  well-set-up 
frame  and  a  powerful  constitution,  devoid  of  nerves  but 
"with  muscles  of  steel,  and  with  a  reserve  supply  of  strength 
that  made  me  marvel  at  its  source. 
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The  widest  opening  in  the  already  closing  line  was, 
lackily  directly  in  front  of  us,  and  I  headed  for  it.  The 
■paifa  from  our  smokestack  gave  the  blockaders  our  course 
88  plainly  as  though  it  had  been  noonday,  and  they  closed 
in  from  both  sides  to  head  us  oflF.  Shot  and  shell  screamed 
and  sang  all  around  the  undaunted  Let  Her  B. 

First  the  mainmast  and  then  the  foremast  came  down 
with  a  crash,  littering  the  decks  with  their  gear.  A  shell 
carried  death  into  the  forecastle.  One  shot  tore  away  the 
two  forward  stanchions  of  the  pUot-house,  and  another  one 
smashed  through  the  roof,  but  neither  Captain  Williams 
nor  I  was  injured.  All  of  our  boats  and  most  of  our  upper 
works  were  literally  shot  to  pieces. 

From  first  to  last  we  must  have  been  under  the  teriflSc 
fire  for  half  an  hour,  but  it  seemed  not  more  than  a  few 
minutes,  and  it  really  was  with  something  of  regret  that  I 
found  the  shots  were  faUing  astern.  When  we  got  up  to 
the  dock  we  found  that  five  of  our  men  had  been  killed  and 
a  dozen  more  or  less  injured.  The  ship  had  not  been  dam- 
agbd  at  all,  so  far  as  speed  and  seaworthiness  in  ordinary 
weather  were  concerned,  though  she  looked  a  wreck. 

The  blockaders  expected  we  would  be  laid  up  for  a 
month.  Consequently  when  we  steamed  out  on  the  fourth 
night,  after  making  only  temporary  repairs,  they  were  not 
looking  for  us  and  we  got  through  their  line  without  much 
trouble. 

We  refitted  at  Turk's  Island,  where  we  laid  up  for  three 
weeks. 

I  made  two  more  trips  to  Charleston  without  any  very 
exciting  experiences,  though  we  were  fired  on  both  times, 
and  ttien  sold  the  ship  to  an  enterprising  Englishman  at 
Turk's  Island.  I  made  a  comfortable  fortune  with  her  and 
sold  her  for  more  than  I  paid  for  her." 
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The  Let  Her  B.  was  never  captured,  but  the  war  eloted 
the  year  after  her  arrival  and  upon  ita  conclusion  she  waa 
brought  North  and  regiatered  aa  a  Canadian  veasel  at  the 
Port  of  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia,  and  her  name  at  the  aame  time 
changed  to  Chicora. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


The  Canadian   Electric  to  Queenston— An  Old  Port- 
age Route  Revived — History  of  the  Two  Portages 
— The  Trek  to  the  Western  States— Chip- 
pewa ARRIVES — Notable  Passenger  Men. 

No  wonder  that  after  his  recital  of  her  prowess,  much 
as  we  had  esteemed  the  bonnie  ship,  we  now  thonght  all 
the  more  of  her,  for  as  in  the  times  of  her  previous  owners, 
so  now  in  ours,  there  appeared  to  be  a  sort  of  living  sprite 
within  her  frames,  evidencing  a  spirit  of  life,  and  con- 
sciousness, as  that  of  a  fond  friend,  as  well  as  a  faithful 
servant.  Perhaps  it  is  this  very  affection  which  arises  be- 
tween a  man  and  his  ship  that  has  led  to  all  vessels  being 
spoken  of  in  the  feminine,  and  familiarly  as  "she."  Per- 
haps, however  it  may  be  that  it  comes  from  their  kitten- 
ish "kittly-cattly"  ways,  for  you  never  know  what  a  ves- 
sel will  do,  until  you  have  tried  her. 

1890  brught  us  still  further  on  the  way  to  success.  The 
business  waii  fast  increasing,  under  the  more  frequent  ser- 
vices and  the  spread  of  advertising,  and  solicHation.  So 
much  was  this  the  case  that  the  possibility  o^  cing  an- 
other steamer  on  the  route  began  to  be  deba'  not  only 
by  ourselves,  but  by  other  people  who  were  looking  on. 

A  small  American  steamer  had  been  running  between 
Lewiston  and  Youngstown,  and  there  was  some  talk  of  put- 
ting on  another.  Rumors  also  spoke  of  an  electric  line  to 
be  built  between  these  points  to  more  closely  connect  the 
troops  of  the  American  Garrison  at  Fort  Niagara  with  the 
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h^ZlIt  ^**'r'  ^'^  ^'"•'^-    W«  *•'«»«''».  therefore. 
U  would  be  as  well  to  obtain  the  dock  at  Youngstown  to 

an  Ami;,    """"*"'"'  «'"''^  "^  •-«»«'  «°<i  -Iso'^o  ^.  : 

rti:r.btTe?i  ri^r  ^^  ^^  -  "^-^^^  ^*  -*  -^  *- 

The   "Niagara   Biver   Navigation   Co.,  Limited,"  was 

k1  *T^  t  **  ****  "^"^^  aubscribed  and  paid  up  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Niagara  Navigation  Co.  families,  the  B<ird  C 
pfi^**^  ^7'  P''«««i«°ti  Barlow)  Cumberland,  Vice- 
President,  and  three  gentlemen  of  Buffalo,  directoi-s 

PhZ^'  Y^-l'S-to*"  Dock,  ^hich  had  been  privately  pur- 
cha«d,  and  »  the  dock  down  to  which  the  railway  track  of 
1885  ran,  was  taken  over  by  this  American  company,  and 
some  people,  whom  it  had  been  suggested  might  put  on 

nIw"  '^'""'"  *"  ™°  ^  competition  with  the  Niagara 
Navigation  Company,  were  informed  that  we  were  em1J»w 
er^  and  quite  ready  to  meet  them  under  their  own^n- 
dition,  «,  they  drew  in  their  horn,  and  nothing  more  was 
heard  of  the  matter.  *-«  -vio  wm 

A  policy  was  formulated  which  has  ever  since  been 
maintained,  of  adding  steamers  a.  the  traffic,  and  new  de- 
velopments showed  might  be  required  and  to  add  them 
even  in  advance  of  actual  requirements. 

From  the  position  of  its  ports,  and  the  variable  require- 
ments of  the  connecting  lines,  the  Niagara  Biver  Line  can 
be  best  handled  by  one  stable  company,  in  full  control  of 
docks  at  all  the  landing  places,  and  with  a  number  of 
steamers  sufficient  to  meet  all  possible  emergencies  of  mid- 
den demands  of  travel  as  they  arrive  at  different  times  on 
the  several  railway  connections  on  both  sides  of  the  lake 
The  very  flexibility  of  the  service  ensures  adequate  provis- 
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ion  to  keep  the  largest  excursion  business  moving  without 
delay,  and  with  convenience  from  whatever  quarter  or  con- 
nection it  may  at  any  hoar  come. 

In  1891  Captain  McGiffln  was  promoted  to  command  of 
Cibola  in  succession  to  Captain  McCorquodale,  who  after 
having  given  fallest  satisfaction  and  faithful  service,  had 
died  during  the  previous  season.    Captain  W.  H.  Solmes,^ 
of  Picton,  was  now  appointed  to  Chicora. 

In  this  year  began  the  project  for  the  construction  of 
the  Niagara  Falls  Park  and  River  Railway  on  the  Canadian 
side,  following  the  bank  of  the  river  from  Niagara  Falls  to 
Queenston  and  being  the  first  electric  railway  to  be  built 
in  this  vicinity  on  either  side  of  the  river. 

Electrical  traction  was  then  in  its  infancy.  No  better 
evidence  of  this  can  be  given  than  the  fact  that  although 
the  Canadian  Electric  Railway  Company  had  ample  sur- 
plus power  in  their  development  at  the  Horseshoe  Falls, 
yet  the  electrical  engineers  of  the  day,  reported  that  the; 
cost  of  wiring  and  the  loss  in  transmission  of  power  for 
the  only  seven  miles  to  Queenston,  would  be  prohibitive 
to  commercial  economy.  An  additional  equipment  for  de- 
vel<q)ment  of  electricity  by  steam  was  therefore  installed 
on  the  river  side  at  Queenston  to  help  the  power  current 
from  the  Falls  in  operating  the  cars  up  the  zig-zag  to  the 
top  of  the  Queenston  Heights. 

This  power  house  is  shown  in  the  view  taken  from  the 
Heights  and  continued  to  be  used  until  1898,  when  the  im- 
provements in  electrical  transmission  enabled  it  to  be 
abandoned  and  full  power  brought  from  the  company's 
water  power  house  at  the  Falls. 

The  zig-zag  seriea  of  curves  by  which  the  double  track 
railway  winds  its  way  up  the  face  of  the  Niagara  escarp- 
ment from  the  dock  to  the  summit  at  Brock's  Monument 
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is  eonsidered  one  of  the  achievementa  of  Mr.  Jenninga,  who 
waa  the  engineer  for  the  conatmction  of  this  Canadian 
Power  and  Electrical  R,R.  Company,  and  had  previously 
done  some  notable  work  for  the  Canadian  Padfic  Railway 
on  the  Praser  River  and  Rocky  Mountain  sections.  As  the 
oars  wind  up  and  approach  the  summit,  a  splendid  and  far 
diatant  landscape  is  opened  to  the  view,  one  which  the 
Duke  of  Argyle  considered  to  be  one  of  the  "worthy  views 
of  the  world."  Below  are  the  terracea  and  color-chequer- 
ed fields  of  the  vineyards,  the  peach  and  fruit  orchards  of 
this ' '  Garden  of  Canada. ' '  Through  these  variegated  levels 
the  Niagara  River  curves  in  its  silvered  sheen  to  Lake  On- 
tario where  the  W-  e  waters  close  in  the  far  horizon. 

Prom  Queeneton  Heights  this  electric  railway  skirts  the 
edges  of  the  cliifs  above  the  great  gulf  in  the  depths  of 
which  the  Niagara  rapids  toss  and  foam,  and  then  circling 
around  the  sullen  swirlings  of  the  fatal  Whirlpool,  lands 
the  tourist  within  the  spray  of  the  great  Cataract  itself. 

Our  ownership  of  the  dock  and  the  waterfront  at 
Queenston,  purchased  so  many  years  before,  now  proved 
its  foresight  and  facilitated  the  making  of  arrangements 
with  the  new  Electric  Railway  for  an  interchange  of  busi- 
ness. As  a  result  it  waa  now  determined  that  a  fourth 
steamer  should  be  added  to  the  Niagara  River  Line,  and 
thus  provision  was  made  for  the  new  connection  and  the  in- 
creased business  which  would  arise  from  its  introduction. 

This  new  connection  apparently  to  the  river  was,  after 
all,  but  the  revival  of  the  old  Portage  Route  on  the  Cana- 
dian side,  which  had  so  long  existed  between  Chippawa 
and  the  head  of  navigation  at  this  point,  but  not  exactly 
on  the  same  location  and  had  pasAed  away  upon  the  diver- 
sion of  business  to  other  routes. 
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At  tiM  ttMiner  liM  at  tb*  Qaeoiston  Doek,  the  eye 
naturally  aweepi  apward  over  the  eedar  eUd  elopes  of  the 
Niafara  warpment  toward  the  atriking  ■wnaineBt  whieb 
erowna  >  i  heights.  The  reminiseenoes  are  those  of  martul 
strife,  when  on  the  13th  of  Ootober,  1812,  eontestants  met 
in  mortal  eonflict.  In  fancy  we  ean  see  the  foeman  moring 
upon  the  slopes,  the  American  forces  gain  the  Heights,  the 
heroic  General  Brock  leads  his  men  in  bold  attack  to  re- 
gain possession,  and  falls  at  their  head  morUIly  woonded. 
ReinforcemenU  under  General  Sheaffe  come  from  the  west 
along  the  summit  of  the  cliffs,  the  contest  is  renewed;  In- 
dians are  seen  gleaming  among  the  trees,  they  drive  the  in- 
vaders over  the  brink  to  fall  into  the  rapids  below,  and  at 
length  the  American  forces  .rith  two  Generals  and  seven 
hundred  men  lay  down  their  amis  and  are  taken  prisoners. 
But  there  are  other  phases  much  more  ancient  of  thia  head 
of  navigation  and  its  portages. 

Under  the  hill  there  ean  be  discerned  beneath  the 
shadow  of  the  Hei^t  the  old  road  leading  up  from  the  low- 
er level  of  the  doek  to  the  upper  level  upon  which,  what  is 
left  of  the  Town  of  Queenston  stands.  It  is  marked  and 
■oarred  with  the  ruts  of  many  decades  and  full  of  memories. 
Upon  these  slopes  the  Indian  made  his  way  to  the  water- 
side at  the  Chippewa  creek.  Here  came  the  trappen  with 
their  bales  of  furs  brought  down  from  the  far  North-West. 
Here  came  the  voyageur  tradert  of  France  with  beads  and 
gew-gaws  for  barter  with  the  Indians,  and  later  the  English 
with  blankets  and  firearms. 

In  the  earliest  days  two  portages  were  available,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  river,  but  dnriug  the  French  period  and 
for  long,  long  after  the  one  on  the  east  side  from  Lewis- 
ton  was  mainly  used,  its  terminus  at  Lake  Erie  being  called 
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t'etiUMagora  u  diatinotivo  from  the  frMt  Fori  Niagarm 
at  ita  lower  end. 

With  the  end  of  the  war  of  the  Reyolntion,  Capt.  Alex- 
ander  Campbell  of  the  12th  Regiment,  waa  Mnt  by  Lonl 
Dorcheater  to  report  on  the  portagea.    In  reporting  in  1794 
he  mentiona  that  the  American  portage  wa«  «t  a  ataep  bank 
juw  below  the  rapida.  to  the  foot  of  whieh  the  batteaox 
were  poW  with  difficulty  .nd  the  eontenU  raiaed  bv  wirch 
and  hjiwuer  to  the  upper  lerel  aome  60  f^t  above.  *0n  the 
Canadian  aide  at  Queenaton  the  eddy  waa  more  favorable 
and  there  were,  he  aaid,  four  veaaela  waiting  to  be  unloaded 
and  auty  waggona  working  on  the  portage.    In  conaidera- 
Hon  of  the  expected  tranafer  of  Fort  Niagara  he  thought 
U  would  be  better  to  improve  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa 
Creek  and  adopt  the  all-Canad    n  aide  inatead  of  aend  .ik 
up  auppliea  on  the  Fort  Niagara  aid«  to  Sckhucr  to  be 
boated  acroaa  to  Fort  Erie. 

Mr.  Robert  Hamilton,  afterwarda  Hon.  Robert,  daed 
up  the  aituation  and  built  a  new  dock  and  atorehooae  on 

TT  ^^^*^^  *"""^  '"'*  *o  ^  Government  property 
at  the  Ch*ptH»wav  Rivtr.  He  had  early  appreciated  the  value 
of  the  portage  and  had  eatabliahed  a  large  tranafer  bnai- 
neaa  acroaa  it.  Becoming  the  chief  peraonage  of  the  neigh- 
borhood he  had  in  1789  changed  the  name  of  ita  northern 
terminua  to  Queentton  inatead  of  the  Wet  Landing  by 
wnich  It  had  previoualy  been  known. 

With  theae  increaaed  facilitiea  and  to  hia  own  great  pro- 
fit he  m  time  secured  the  bulk  of  the  portage  trade. 

In  1800  John  Maude  mentiona  that  three  achoonera  and 
14  teama  were  lying  at  the  dock  at  Queenaton  on  one  day, 
and  that  from  50  to  60  teama  a  day  passed  over  the  Port- 
age, the  rate  for  freight  being  20  pence  New  York  currency 
per  hundred  pounds   between   Queenaton   and  Chippewa 
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When  Um  frtat  trtk  from  Maine  and  MaaaaebuaartU  began 
to  thfl  Wflitarn  SUtaa  of  Miehigan  and  Illinoia,  thia  Qaeen. 
Btf.n  roM)  waa  moatljr  taken  by  the  wandering  land  aeekera, 
it  being  adopted  by  them  then  aa  the  abort  eut  aoroaa  the 
Peninaula  to  the  Detroit  RiTer  inatead  of  the  long  detonr 
along  the  aonth  ahorea  of  Lake  Brie,  juat  aa  at  preaent  the 
Miehigui  Central,  Wabaah  and  Grand  Tronk  Bailwaya 
eroaa  from  the  Falla  on  thia  ahortaat  route  to  the  weat. 

The  waggona  with  their  horaea,  having  come  to  Lewia- 
ton  from  Albany  and  Booheater  by  the  Bidge  Boad,  were 
placed  upon  the  batteaax  to  croaa  the  river,  and  althongh 
at  flrat  carried  far  down  by  the  current  on  the  eaatem  aide 
were  eaaily  taken  by4hq  eddy  np  the  weat  ahore  to  the 
landing  place  at  Qae^naton.  Up  thia  inclined  road  to  the 
upper  tier,  in  imagination  one  can  aee  the  linea  of  immi- 
granta,  with  their  teama  and  canvaa  topped  wagons,  in  long 
extended  line  apeking  the  far  Weat  for  their  new  homes  and 
great  adveuturea. 

So  great  waa  the  traffic  in  thia  direction  that,  in  1836 
a  "horae  boat"  waa  tiployed  on  the  ferry  and  the  flrat 
Snspanaiou  Briflge  ai  Queenaton  was  promoted  in  1839  to 
accomodate  the  movement  from  the  Eaat  towarda  the  Wet'.. 
At  preaent  except  when  a  Niagara  Navigation  Co.  steamer  1 
alongside,  all  ia  so  quiet  it  seems  aeareely  poadble  that  Ihia 
landing  place  could  at  one  time  have  been  the  centre  of 
such  bui^  movement. 

The  re-opening  revived  alao  the  memories  of  an  oft  told 
narrative  of  a  little  family,  which  years  before  had  arriv- 
ed over  the  portage  route,  at  this  same  dock  at  Queenston, 
and  made  their  first  acquaintance  with  the  Niagr  a  River 
and  ita  navigation. 

Mr.  Fred  W.  Cumberland,  our  late  Director,  and  his 
wife  had  come  to  the  opinion  that  the  position  which  the 


'     I 


172  A  CENTURY  OP  SAIL  AND  STEAM 

held  on  the  Engineering  Staff,  in  Her  Majesty's  dockyard 
at  Portsmouth,  did  not  represent  such  a  future  as  they 
would  desire,  and  therefore  they  determined  to  emigrate 
to  Canada.  In  the  spring  of  1847  they  took  passage  on  a 
sailing  ship,  bringing  with  them  their  ten-months-old  baby. 
After  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  they  reached  New  York,  from 
where  they  came  by  Hudson  River  steamer  to  Albany, 
where  they  spent  the  night.  Prom  here  they  came  by 
steam  railroad  at  the  unexpected  speed  of  "twenty  miles 
an  hour.y  And  again,  as  was  usual,  for  there  were  no 
night  trains,  broke  their  journey  and  stayed  over  night  at 
Syracuse,  171  miles,  where  there  was  a  fine  large  hotel,  and 
the  following  day  leaving  8.00  a.m.,  arrived  at  Buffalo  at 
?.00  p.m.  Leaving  Buffalo  next  morning  they  came  by 
steamer  down  the  Niagara  River  to  Chippawa,  where  they 
took  the  "horse  railroad"  for  Queenston  to  join  the  steam- 
er for  Toronto. 

The  terminus  at  Queenston  of  the  horse  railroad  was 
at  the  end  of  the  "stone  road,"  near  the  hotel  above  the 
road  leading  down  to  the  steamer.  Just  when  arrived  at 
this,  the  car  went  off  the  track,  and  while  Mr.  Cumberland 
was  endeavoring  to  extract  their  belongings,  Mrs.  Cumber- 
land, the  baby,  and  a  young  clergyman,  the  Rev.  G.  Salter, 
who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  the  same  ship  with  them, 
were  carried  off  on  the  steamer  for  Toronto,  and  the  father 
was  left  behind.  It  was  amusingly  told,  how,  after  they 
had  landed  at  the  foot  of  Church  Street,  and  were  walk- 
ing up  into  the  town,  Mr.  Salter,  who  had  been  consigned 
to  an  appointment  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Strachan,  then 
Bishop  of  Toronto,  wondered  what  his  Bishop  would  say 
if  he  should  chance  t'^  meet  his  new  curate  with  another 
man's  wife  and  carrying  a  baby  as  he  entered  his  Diocese. 
The  baby  was  Barlow  Cumberland,  who  then  made  his 
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fi«t  .teamboating  on  the  Niagara  River,  on  which  he  was 
afterwards  to  be  so  actively  engaged. 
f  Jt  "^"^  determined  that  the  new  steamer  should  be  a 
further  advance  in  size  and  equipment  to  prepare  for  the 
increased  traffic  now  to  be  fed  from  both  sides  of  the  river 
Additional  capital  was  therefore  re<,uired,  of  which  part 
was  provided  by  the  Niagara  Company,  and  part  by  the 
in  roduction  of  new  stockholders,   including  Mr    E    B 
Osier,  and  Mr.  William  Hendrie. 

Here,  in  1892,  the  purely  family  relationship  of  the 
first  members  of  the  Company  closed,  the  stock  holdings 
being  more  widely  spread  and  the  Board  increased  from 
live  members  to  seven. 

a  J^n.Tf^  °^  ^^"-  ^"°^  ^''^y'  °^  ^«t^«'t'  the  most 
accomplished  designer  of  passenger  steamers,   were  en- 

f  I!  'v  M  f  "'  ™'"^^'  *•'*'  *^°"^«"  «^  the  Hamilton  Bridge 
ic  Shipbuilding  Co.  accepted  for  the  hull,  boilers  and  upper- 
works  and  the  engines  contracted  for  with  W.  Fletcher 
Co.,  of  New  York,  the  builders  of  the  fastest  marine  en- 
^es  on  the  Hudson  and  the  Upper  Lakes.  Mr.  Geo.  H 
Hendrie  left  the  nest  day  for  Scotland  to  arrange  for  the 
materials. 

H.,  f  ?'l^  ^"P*-  *^'^'®°'  ^^'^  ^***''"-'''  Capt.  Solmes,  con- 
ducted the  season  1892  with  good  success.  Work  on  the 
new  steamer  was  commenced  at  Hamilton. 

Again  the  question  of  a  new  name  arose,  and  this  time 
It  was  considered  that  the  name  should  still  be  Indian 
but  of  Canadian  origin.  Thus  the  name  Chippewa  was 
selected  as  that  of  a  renowned  Canadian  tribe  of  Indians 
which  had  flourished  in  the  Niagara  River  District  and 
also  as  a  renewal  of  the  name  of  H  M.  sloop  Chippewa, 
upon  which  General  Brock  had  sailed  on  Lake  Eri^  It 
will  be  noted  that  the  name  is  not  that  of  the  village  and 


II 


;? 
II     '■ 


1  i 


11 


ii 


174  A  CENTURY  OP  SAIL  AND  STEAM 

poatoffice  of  Chippawa,  but  is  spelled  with  an  "e,"  being 
that  of  the  Indian  tribe.    A  fine  carving  of  a  Chippewa 
C     Hain's  head,  taken  from  Catlin's  collection  of  Indian 
p  '  .-aits,  is  placed  on  the  centre  of  each  paddle  box,  simi- 
larly as  a  rampant  Buffalo  had  previously  been  placed  on 
those  of  the  Cibola.    On  2nd  May,  1893;  the  steamer  was 
successfully  launched  in  the  presence  of  many  of  the  citi- 
townsman,  Mr.  William  Hendrie,  and  of  a  nuroH-^r  of  visi- 
tors from  Buffalo,  Toronto  and  Montreal.    The  aame  was 
given  and  the  bottle  gallantly  broken  by  Miss  Mary  Oaler, 
daughter  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Osier,  and  Miss  Mildred  Cumber- 
land, daughter  of  Mr.  Barlow  Cumberland.   Chippewa,  the 
Indian  Chief,  was  the  first  of  our  vessels  to  be  constmcted 
of  steel.     Her  tonnage  is  1,574  tons.     Length,  311  feet; 
beam,  36,  and  is  authorized  to  carry  2,000  passengers  in 
lake  service.    The  interior  arrangements  were  more  con- 
venient and  spacious  than  any  previously,  and  an  innova- 
tion was  the  addition  of  a  hurricane  deck,  upon  which 
ample  space  for  passengers  is  provided.     The  Chippewa 
had  satisfactorily  passed  through  her  trial  trips,  and  in 
May,  1894,  the  steamer,  completed  in  every  respect,  sailed 
from  Hamilton  to  take  up  her  station  on  the  Niagara  Route. 
A  goodly  number  of  railway  and  steamboating  officials  and 
friends  were  on  board  under  the  leadership  of  Sir  Frank 
Smith. 

Our  steamers  were  that  year  running  from  Oeddes' 
(now  the  City)  Dock,  as  we  had  again,  for  the  fourth 
time,  been  turned  out  of  Milloys.  Mr.  William  Fletcher, 
the  builder  of  the  engines,  had  come  up  from  New  York 
and  was  in  charge  of  the  motive  department.  It  was  a  Sat- 
urday afternoon.  Chicora  was  occupying  the  face  of  the 
dock,  so  Chippewa  had  to  come  in  on  the  west  side.  By 
some  mischance  she  was  not  stopped  soon  enough  and 
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made  her  entry  into  Toronto  by  driving  her  noM  some  five 

°^  ""/^^Jf  ***  ^^'^  ***<****°  *>«>*'«'•  of  the  aide  of  the  Es- 
planade.  The  steamer  seemed  scarcely  in  motion,  yet  cut 
mto  the  heavy  timbers  as  though  they  had  been  matches. 
When  backed  out  no  damage  was  done  excepting  the  loss 
of  a  httle  pamt  on  the  bow.  The  party  landed,  the  Buffalo 
and  New  York  visitors  with  Mr.  Fletcher  going  off  on 
Chtcora  amid  hearty  exchange  of  greetings. 

The  introduction  of  a  third  boat  on  the  Main  Line  made 
an  exceeding  difference  in  the  frequency  of  the  ..rvices, 
and  again  was  at  first  a  good  deal  in  excess  of  the  demand, 
or  of  busmess  offering. 

A  new  trip  was  introduced  by  the  Chtcora  leaving  To- 
ronto at  9  a.m.,  staying  over  at  Lewiston  and  returning  in 
the  afternoon,  making  one  round  trip.  The  whole  depar- 
ture being  five  trips;  7.00  a.m.,  9.00  a.m,,  11.00  a.m..  2  00 
P-m  4.45  p.m.  This  9.00  a.m.  trip  was  not  a  success  dur- 
ing Its  early  years,  but  gradually  gained  in  importance. 

Chippewa  (Capt.  McGiffin),  Cibola  (Capt.  W  H  Sol- 
mes),  CWa  (C^>.^  Jas.  Harbottle),  closed  the  season  of 
A»»4,  m  which  much  more  activity  was  produced,  and  good 
evidences  given  of  growth  to  be  expected  in  the  future. 

In  effecting  its  growth  the  route  continued  to  be  exceed- 
mgly  assisted  by  the  energies  -nd  assistance  of  the  connect- 
ing Railway  Company's  officers.  Mr.  D.  M.  Kendrick  had 
succeeded  to  Mr.  Meeker,  and  he  in  turn,  in  1887,  followed 
by  Mt*.  Henry  Monett.  A  most  notable  advance  was  began 
during  this  regime,  an  entirely  new  idea  being  evolved 
The  reputation  of  the  New  York  Central  Railway  for  the 
regularity  and  character  of  its  trains  and  service  had  been 
well  created,  but  up  to  that  time  the  Erie  Railway,  by  per- 
sistent  advertising,  had  been  established  in  the  minds  of  the 
public  as  "the  only  scenic"  route  between  Buffalo  and  New 
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York.  Mr.  Monett  inatituted  a  aeries  of  descriptive  and  il- 
luatrative  announcementa  developing  the  Mohawk  Valley, 
through  which  the  New  York  Central  runa.  aa  being  "the 
really  mott  beautiful"  route,  paaaing  through  the  acenery 
of  the  romantic  valley  of  the  Mohawk  and  the  mountain 
heigfata  of  the  Hudson  with  all  the  advantages  of  "o  water- 
level  line"  following  the  coursings  of  the  Mohawk  and 
Hudson  Rivers,  and  ao  giving  a  perfect  night's  rest. 

It  was  a  novelty  and  au  inducement  which  caught  the 
public  idea,  and  added  attraction   -o  efficient  8er\ice. 

Owing  to  the  early  death  of  Mr.  Monett  in  1888,  JIfr.  E. 
J.  Richards  followed  as  Acting  General  Passenger  Agent  to 
1889,  with  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  passenger  require- 
ments he  gathered  in  and  secured  the  business  which  Mr. 
Monett 'a  methods  had  begun  to  attract.  During  his  period 
Cibola  was  added  to  our  line. 

With  the  career  of  his  successor  ilf r.  George  H.  Daniels, 
(1889  to  1905)  there  was  a  still  further  expansion  of  the' 
advertising  method  of  attracting  business  to  the  great  rail- 
way, whose  train  aervice  was  of  the  highest  development. 
The  celebrated  pamphlets  known  as  the  "Four  Track" 
series  under  Mr.  Danieb  led  the  way  in  railway  advertis- 
ing publications,  introducing  methods  which  since  then 
have  been  so  extensively  followed  and  applied  by  all  the 
principal  railways.  As  an  instance  of  widespread  advertise- 
ment, no  less  than  four  millions  of  the  one  issue  of  the 
"Four  Track"  series  which  contained  "The  Message  to 
Garcia"  were  distributed  to  the  public,  the  demand  for 
copies  exhausting  edition  after  edition.  Chippewa  and 
Corona  were  both  added  during  Mr.  Daniel's  term. 

During  the  later  changes  in  the  Head  Offices  the  local 
passenger  representation  in  the  Buffalo  and  Western  dis- 
trict had  been  held  in  succession  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Weekes  and 
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Mr.  H.  Parry.    No  railway  was  ever  better  served,  nor  its 
patrons  more  finnly  secured  in  friendship. 

Equally  successful  assistance  was  given  by  Mr  A  W 
huggles  and  Mr.  Underwood  of  the  Michigan  Central  Rail- 
way, which  with  its  quickest  route  to  Buffalo  direct  from 
-Niagara-in-the-Lake  was  specially  developed. 

Thus  in  a  series  of  years,  steamer  after  steamer  had 
been  added,  each  of  the  highest  capacity,  so  that  by  mutual 
energy  the  good  reputation  of  the  route  had  been  advanced 
and  traffic  gradually  created,  for,  as  each  steamer  was  put 
on  It  created  at  first  a  surplus  of  accommodation,  and  an  in- 
crease of  running  expenses  until  later  the  passenger  trade 
had  again  worked  up  to  the  capacity.    It  is  beyond  ques- 
tion that  the  character  and  satisfaction  of  the  steamers  pro- 
vided on  a  combined  rail  and  water  route  have  more  to  do 
with  the  attracting  of  business  than  even  the  land  facili- 
ties on  the  railways.    It  is  to  produce  this  result  that  the 
railway  companies  steadily  support  the  established  steam- 
boat lines  in  private  ownership  which  have  been  developed 
m  connection  with  them,  as  being  the  best  way  to  secure 
fullest  facilities  for   the  public,   and  efficient  service  for 
themselves. 


I 

•  if  ■,  , 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

"Cibola"  Qoss;  "Oobona"  Comjs-The  Gouge  Electric 
Railway  Opens  to  Lewiston— How  the  Palls  Cut 
Their  Way  Back  Through  the  Rocks- 
Royal  Visitors— The  Decisiveness  op 
ISRAET.  Taste. 

With  three  "Line"  steamers  and  five  trips  a  day,  the 
route  kept  on  steadily  developing,  the  service  being  attrac- 
tive, and  the  line  kept  weU  before  the  public,  but  the  sea- 
son's traffic  produced  nothing  of  particular  notice. 

During  1895  came  a  set-back,  and  unfortunate  loss,  by 
Cibola  taking  fire  one  night  when  lying  alongsider  the  dock 
at  Lewiston.  The  upper  works  were  entirely  burned  off 
and  the  hull,  having  been  set  adrift,  floated  down  the  river 
as  far  as  Youngstown,  where  it  was  secured  and  brought 
to  the  dock.  Cibola  during  her  career  had  proved  herself 
an  efficient  steamer,  fast,  economical,  and  satisfactory  in  all 
weathers. 

Business  had  not  so  greatly  increased  that  the  remain- 
ing two  main  line  steamers  could  not  continue  to  sufficient- 
ly meet  the  service,  so  far  as  it  then  required,  but  imme- 
diate steps  were  taken  to  replace  her  loss  and  make  ready 
for  the  requirements  of  the  new  electric  railway  then  con- 
templated on  the  American  side  from  the  Falls  to  Lewis- 
ton.  Mr.  Angstrom,  who  had  already  done  some  excellent 
work  as  a  marine  architect,  made  the  new  design,  and  a 
contract  was  let  to  the  Bertram  Engine  and  Shipbuilding 
Company,  Toronto,  for  a  steamer  272  feet  in  length,  32  ft. 
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b  inches  beam,  2,000  horsepower,  with  a  capacity  for 
2,000  passengers,  being  larger  than  the  Cibola.  There  was 
not  this  time  so  much  diflBculty  in  the  selection  of  a  name, 
as  that  of  Corona  suggested  by  Lady  Smith,  was  readily 
adopted.  This  name  was  all  the  more  appropriate  from 
the  fact  that  the  "halo  of  bright  rays"  which  are  shot  out 
and  appear  on  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  is  called  the 
"Corona  of  the  Sun."  In  this  instance  the  new  steamer 
Corona  was  succeeding  the  eclipse  of  the  Cibola,  and  repre- 
sented the  hopes  and  new  conditions  of  the  "bright  sun 
ray." 

The  steamer  was  successfully  launched  at  the  yards  at 
the  foot  of  Bathurst  street,  on  the  25th  May,  1896,  the 
sponsors  being  Miss  Mildred  CumberUnd,  daughter  of  the 
Vice-President,  and  Miss  Clara  Poy,  daughter  of  the  Gen- 
eral Manager. 

The  reason  of  1897  with  three  steamers  all  making 
double  trips  brought  the  introduction  of  the  six  trips  a 
day,  a  service  which  fuUy  provided  for  the  new  connec- 
tion then  opened,  and  for  the  increases  which  gradually 
came  in  several  subsequent  years. 

The  Niagara  Falls  Park  Electric  Railway,  then  already 
m  operation  on  the  Canadian  side  between  the  Palls  and 
Queenston  running  on  the  upper  level  follows  the  river 
banks  of  the  Gorge,  overlooking  it  from  these  heights  and 
adding  views  of  the  far  vistas  of  the  surrounding  country 
and  up  and  down  the  river. 

The  new  Electric  Railway,  on  the  American  side,  put 
into  full  working  operation  in  this  year,  and  known  as  the 
Gorge  Line,  was  constructed  far  down  in  the  Gorge,  just  a 
attle  above  the  waters  edge,  following  the  curvings  of  the 
river,  beneath  the  cliffs,  and  giving  oportunity  for  coming 


I 


M 


180  A  CENTURY  OP  SAIL  AND  STEAM 

into  immediate  proximity  with  the  toning  rapi<)a  on  this 
lower  part  of  ita  torrenti. 

The  construction  of  this  railway  from  the  Falls  to  Lew- 
iston  was  the  work  of  Messrs.  Brinker  &  Smith,  of  Buffalo, 
and  in  boldness  cf  conception,  and  overcoming  of  intense 
difficulties  in  construction,  is  a  record  of  great  determina- 
tion  and  ability. 


How  the  FALLS  have  cut  tluni«fa  the  GORGE. 


A  round  trip  on  both  these  lines,  going  up  on  one  and 
returning  by  the  other,  and  crossing  the  river  on  the  cars 
at  the  Upper  Bridge,  reveals  all  the  glorious  scenery  of  the 
Niagara  River  between  the  Falls  where  they  now  are  and 
the  Niagara  Escarpment  at  Queenston  Heights,  where  the 
geologists  tell  us  the  Falls  once  fell  over  the  cliffs  to  the 
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IZ'JfTn''    ['  "  "'^T''^  **"*  '""»  '^^  PJ«««  o'  begin, 
ning  of  the  ch««m  which  they  have  cut  out  of  the  .tSta 

11LT7. '""^  "^^"^  '"""  ^^•'^  »«  25.000  year.,  ac- 
cording  to  different  view,  have  been  .pent  in  reachtag  to 

S  w^K  *  w'T'^T  ""'  ^•'^^  ""  "*•"  continuing t'ci 
tUeir  way  back  further  up  the  river. 

The  proce«  by  which  this  ha.  been  done  can  be  clearly 
^n  by  noticing  on  the  .idea  of  the  cliff,  that  the  .everal 
layer,  of  limertone  rtrata  lie  flat  above  one  another,  with 
large  «,fter  layer,  and  depo.it.  between  each.  The  water, 
of  the  river  at  the  upper  level  pour  over  the  edge  of  the 
topmoat  rock  ledge,  and  the  reverberation,  and  .pray  then 
wa«h  out  the  intervening  wnd  and  wfter  layer.,  no  that  the 
.^♦^      .^T'"*^  unaupported  break  off,  and  fall  down 

^n  bUte^U"  ^'"  ^''  '"'  "'•""  '-•  ^«"  «'*-  ^- 
When  leaving  the  dock  on  the  Niagara  River  Line 
■teamer.  at  Lewiaton,  or  coming  up  the  river  from  Niagara- 
on-the-Lake.  ,t  i.  enthralling  to  look  up  at  theJgreat 
Cliffs,  and  in  imagination  casting  the  mind  back  into  the 
cen  urws,  «e  the  mighty  river  a.  it  once  poured  it.  tor- 
rent, direct  in  one  concentrated  mas.  from  the  edge  of 
theae  heights  into  the  open  river  lying  at  their  feet  . 

What  a  .tupendou.  n)ectacle  it  must  have  been;  yet 
though  wondrou.,  not  more  beautiful  than  the  dirtant 
glimpae.  now  gleaming  through  the  .hadowed  portal  be- 
tween the  cliff-side,  clad  with  verdure  and  cedar,  dominat- 
ed by  the  shaft  of  the  monument  to  the  heroes  of  the 
Queetuion  Heights. 

The   acquiring  of  landing   terminals  on  the  Niagara 
River  was  further  expanded  in  1899,  by  the  purchase  from 
the  Duncan  Milloy  Estate  of  the  docks  at  Niagara^-the-    . 
Lake.    In  addition  to  the  wharves  this  property  includes 
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the  ahipytrd  of  th«  old-tim«  Niagara  Doek  Company,  whoM 
Uanehing  ilipa  for  the  many  iteamen  which  they  eon- 
■trneted  are  atill  in  evidence.  On  the  doon  of  the  larse 
warehonae  alongaide  the  wharf,  there  were  then  atill  to  be 
traced  the  faint  remains  of  the  namea  of  aome  of  the  vea- 
aela,  which  of  old  time  need  to  ply  to  the  port.  The  groand 
floor  of  the  building  appeara  to  have  been  divided  into  aec- 
tiona,  in  which  apace  for  the  freightage  or  eqnipment  of 
each  of  the  aeveral  veasela  waa  allotted.  Over  the  door  of 
each  aection  were  the  namea  for  the  oecnpanta,  aa  original- 
ly painted. 

Sckoonert— Canada,  Commr.  Barrie,  Cohourg,  United 
Kingdom,  8t.  George,  William  IV.,  Great  Britain. 

Theae  namea  were  now  carefully  reatored.  The  ateani- 
era  which  ran  regularly  on  the  Niagara  route  have  already 
been  mentioned,  theae  othera  uaed  the  port  aa  convenient 
for  laying  up  for  the  winter,  with  the  advantage  of  the 
proximity  of  the  dockyard  for  repaira.  The  Cohourg  built 
at  Gananoque  in  1838,  ran  between  Toronto  and  Kingston, 
with  Lieutenant  Blmaley,  B.N.  in  command.  The  8i. 
George  waa  built  in  Kingaton  in  1884,  and  waa  mainly  oc- 
cupied between  lake  porta  on  the  North  Shore  Route. 

Theae  doorwaya  and  the  namea  now  eaaily  read  above 
them  bring  ua  into  immediate  contact  with  the  early  enter- 
priaea  on  the  river  and  form  connecting  linka  between  the 
navigation  intereata  under  the  opening  oonditiona  and  thoae 
of  the  present  time.  The  route  haa  the  charm  of  a  constant 
unravelling  of  history. 

Another  wraith  there  is  in  connection  with  thia  Niagara 
dock  which  cannot  be  omitted.  For  many  yeara  a  paaung- 
er  on  the  incoming  steamers  would  see  a  man  in  conduct- 
or's uniform  standing  on  the  dock  watching  the  arrival. 
This  was  Mr.  Miles,  conductor  of  the  Mail  Express  train, 
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which  rw  on  the  Erie  and  Niacr.  braneh  between  Bnf. 
iwK  Ni«g.r«^,n.the-Uke  twice  each  day;  on  which 

iwth  never  falling  regularity  he  made  hia  doable  ronnd 
trip  each  day  for  almoat  twenty  year^      Through  three 

?"?!?.  °*"*'"*'*P  ■n«J  ■•^••'■'  PMaenger  agenU  "Pad- 
dy  Milea,  aa  he  waa  generally  caUed,  held  hia  podtion  and 
■o  dominated  conditions  that  the  train  came  to  be  known 
a«  Paddy  Mile*'  train,"  and  the  Branch  aa  "MUea'  Bail- 
way."  He  waa  auperintendent,  train  dispatcher,  and  gen- 
eral passenger  agent,  in  his  own  opinion,  all  moulded  Into 
one,  and  acted  accordingly.  As  he  stood  on  the  dock  with 
hands  thrust  deep  into  his  breeches  pockets  and  a  scowl  up- 
on  h»  forehead,  he  aeemed  to  consider  it  was  rank  treason 
for  anyone  to  pass  up  the  river  and  not  get  off  and  use 
hia  train.  Yet  this  was  only  on  the  surface,  for  Paddy  was 
at  heart  a  good  soul,  who  took  a  very  personal  interest  in 
the  earnings  of  hia  Branch. 

The  Buffalo  Expontion  of  1900,  bringing  together  as  it 
did  toanst  business  from  all  parts  of  the  continent  and  of 
the  world,  threw  exceptional  business  over  the  line  It 
may  be  said  with  certainty  that  every  tourist  who  visits 
the  AmencaA  continent  visits  without  fail  the  Niagara 
Falls  ,as  one  of  the  great  wonders  of  the  worid.  With  the 
expanded  facilities  which  have  been  given  him,  a  very  large 
proportion  also  visit  the  Niagara  River  and  its  water  at- 
tractions, and  crofs  the  lake  to  Canada  at  Toronto  This 
was  clearly  evidenced  at  the  Buffalo' Exposition,  and  the 
largely  increasing  traffic  then  arising,  all  of  which  was  sat- 
isfactorily dealt  with,  without  any  shortcomings  or  mis- 
hap. 

In  January,  1901,  Sir  Prank  Smith  died,  being  the  sec- 
ond of  the  original  Board  to  pass  away.  His  judgment, 
forceful  determination,  and  large  capital,  had  been  main- 
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■pringa  in  th«  orMtion  and  Mtabliahmcnt  of  the  linf  of 
■teamen  whoae  befinningi  he  had  promoted.  Mr.  J.  J.  Poy 
waa  elected  I'reaident  in  hia  plaee. 

It  waa  during  thia  year,  (1901)  that  their  Royal  Hifh- 
neaaea  the  Duke  and  DuckeMn  of  York  (now  King  Oeorg.- 
V.  and  Queen  Mary)  made  their  remarkable  tonr  through 
the  overaeaa  part  of  the  Britiah  Empire.  One  portion  of 
their  viait  to  Canada  included  the  Niagara  diatriet,  and  a 
reat  of  aevarl  daya  in  privacy  and  quiet  at  Niagara-on-the- 
Lake,  the  Queen's  Hoyal"  being  ipecially  aet  apart  for 
their  uae.  On  October  10th,  they  viaited  the  Qneenaton 
Heighta,  Hrock'a  Monument,  and  the  Niagara  Palla,  by 
■peoial  cara  of  the  Niagara  Pallc  Park  Electric  Railway. 
The  Corona  waa  uaed  by  the  Royal  viaitom  :m  a  pnTat«f 
yacht  from  Niagara-on-the-Lake  to  Qnecnaton  and  return. 
It  ia  a  fact  worthy  of  noting  that  both  here  and  daring 
the  whole  of  their  nine  montha  of  travel  around  the  world, 
their  Royal  Highneaaea  never  placed  foot  on  any  other 
than  Briiuh    l.;p  or  Britisn  aoil. 

During  the  time  the  Chippewa  waa  under  couatmction 
in  1891,  the  Dominion  Government  had  become  propriet- 
ora  of  the  dry  dock  at  Kingaton,  and  were  making  oonaider- 
able  improvenienta.  The  attention  of  the  department  waa 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  if  completed  aa  then  deaigned,  the 
dock  would  not  be  of  auffieient  length  to  take  in  the  Chip- 
pewa, which  would,  when  launched,  be  the  largeat  ateamer 
on  Lake  Ontario.  Further  conatruction  had  therefore  been 
made,  by  which  the  pontoon  gate  which  doaed  the  entrance, 
could  be  moved  fifteen  feet  further  out  when  required,  to 
enable  the  steamer  to  be  taken  in. 

In  the  spring  of  1902  the  time  had  come  for  the  Chip- 
pewa to  be  placed  in  dock  for  the  usual  inspection.  It  was 
then  found  that  the  outer  place   for   the  gate  had  never 
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>  ion  iwed,  the  local  authoritiea  stated  that  they  could  not 
change  its  position  and  that,  therefore,  the  Chippewa  could 
not  be  taken  into  the  dock.  This  was  a  poser  for  the  steam- 
er was  too  long  for  the  dock  as  it  existed.  With  Captain 
McQiflSn  I  visited  Ottawa  to  see  if  any  influence  could  be 
brought  up  on  the  local  authoriti^  to  get  them  to  furnish 
us  with  the  full  length.  We  here  met  with  a  reception 
which  was  a  specially  valued  reminiscence  of  an  able  par- 
liamentarian. The  Hon.  Israel  Tarte,  a  French-Canadian, 
had  recently  been  appointed  to  be  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  and  here  he  fully  sustained  the  wide  reputation  he 
had  elsewhere  acquired  for  quick  decision  and  immediate 
instruction.  We  suggested  that  if  the  gate  could  not  be 
moved  back,  a  space  could  be  cut  out  of  the  stone  steps  at 
the  inner  end  of  the  dock,  so  as  to  enable  the  prow  of  the 
Chippewa  to  extent  between  them. 

On  hearing  our  request,  Mr.  Tarte  called  in  his  Chiel, 
asked  if  it  could  be  done,  being  assured  that  it  could  ad- 
ded "Con  you  go  to  Kingston  to-night  and  arrange  for  itt" 
The  next  morning  work  was  begun  in  the  dock  so  that  the 
steamer  could  be  taken  in.  Vessel  men  who  had  been  ac- 
customed to  the  slow  and  deliberate  methods  which  had 
previously  existed,  greatly  appreciated  the  changes  which 
for  the  improvement  of  our  local  business  from  the  City 
of  Toronto. 

It  has  often  been  noted  that  a  Saturday  half  holi- 
day is  almost  universally  taken  by  the  citizens  of  To- 
ronto. In  fact  not  a  few  of  the  travelling  men  from  the 
United  States  have  said  that  there  is  no  use  coming  to  To- 
ronto to  do  business  on  Saturday,  as  every  one  is  olodng 
up  for  their  afternoon  trip.  In  the  attaining  of  this  con- 
dition the  Niagara  Navigation  Company  has  had  much  to 
do,  as  the  result  of  persistent  advocacy. 
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With  the  increasing  Bteamem  we  had  abundant  deok 
room  which  we  desired  to  fill,  particularly  for  the  after- 
noon tnp.  This  might  be  effected  by  getting  the  employ- 
ers of  some  of  the  specific  lines  of  business  to  close  their 
establishments  at  1  o'clock  on  Saturdays. 

An  "Early  cloring  movement"  was  quietly  inaugurat- 
ed groups  engaging  in  the  same  business  were  canvassed 
and  agreements  arranged  for  simultaneous  closing  The 
retail  music  stores  were  the  first  to  put  up  the  notices,  and 
Kere  foUowed  by  other  lines  of  trade,  as  the  public  took 
gladly  to  the  idea,  until  in  four  or  five  years  the  practice 
beca.re  well  nigh  universal  and  a  "Saturday  afternoon  for 
«ccr«a<fon,  Sunday  for  rest"  had  been  obtained.  That  it 
has  been  a  boon  to  many  i^  without  doubt.,  and  the  City 
M  the  better  for  the  many  outings  which  are  now  available 
for  the  Saturday  afternoon  holiday. 

Thus  do  great  things  from  little  movements  grow. 
^Mr.  John  Poy  was  appointed  President  in  February. 
1902,  and  Mr.  B.  W.  Polger,  who  had  done  splendid  ser- 
vire  m  the  steamboating  interests  in  the  Thousand  Islands 
and  St.  Lawrence  River  was  appointed  General  Manager 
With  him  began  a  whole  series  of  improvements  and  of 
expansion,  which  has  continued  with  increasingly  good  re- 

The  regularity  with  which  the  steamers  of  the  Niagara 
Line  have  made  their  passages  has  always  been  prover- 
bial, contributed  to  by  the  seaworthiness  of  the  vesseb  and 
the  seamanship  of  their  officers.  Prom  earliest  days,  but 
Binee  somewhat  modified,  we  had  adopted  the  principle 
learned  from  the  Kingston  and  Holyhead  mail  steamers, 
whose  route  was  somewhat  analogous  to  ours,  a  quick  run 
across  open  water  with  a  narrow  entrance  at  each  end,  that 
It  was  best  to  run  the  steamer  at  a  regular  gait  and  even 
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in  fog  except  in  the  vicinity  of  other  venela  to  hold  her 
course,  and  when  off  the  port  to  stop  until  certain. 

Sometimes  there  have  been  longiah  passages.    One  Sat- 
urday morning  in  August,  1903,  the  Chippewa  left  Toron- 
to at  7  a.m.  during  a  strong  gale  with  a  heavy  sea  from  the 
east.    A  thick  fog  was  found  enveloping  the  south  shore 
extending  some  five  miles  out.    On  gaining  the  Bell  Buoy 
off  Niagara  and  not  beiiig  able  to  see  anything.  Captain 
McGiflBn,  rather  than  run  any  risk,  determined  to  keep  dose 
to  the  buoy  ready  to  run  in  should  the  fog  lift.    Here  dnr- 
jng  all  day  and  evening  he  remained  within  sound  of  the 
bell,  coming  up  to  and  dropping  away  again  under  the 
heavy  sea,  until  at  last  the  lights  on  the  land  could  be  seen 
and  Chippewa  came  alongside  the  dock  at  11.50  p.m.,  Ifi 
hours  from  Toronto!    No  other  steamer  was  on  the  Lake 
that  day.    ilcGifSn  kept  his  passengers  well  fed  and  for 
his  carefulness  and  judgment  was  advanced  to  position  of 
"Commodore." 

A  similar  episode  of  carefulness  had  taken  place  in 
1886,  on  the  Cibola  under  Captain  McCorquodale,  when  he 
similarly  held  his  place  off  the  port  in  a  fog  from  6  p.m.  to 
3  a.m.  Both  considered  it  was  better  to  be  sure  than  to  be 
sorry. 

In  those  early  days  the  engines  of  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral, would  in  emergency  be  placed  with  their  head  lights 
facing  out  on  the  river,  and  their  whistles  blown  to  guide 
the  steamers  in,  but  since  then  the  large  range  lights  have 
been  installed  by  the  Government,  and  made  entrance 
easier. 

It  was  under  the  leadership  of  such  men  as  these  that 
the  office™  of  the  company  were  trained  up,  its  rules  and 
traditions  formed,  and  stability  of  service  encouraged. 
There  are  not  a  few  officers  and  men  who  have  been  from 
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ten  to  twenty  years  in  the  service,  earnest  in  their  profet- 
jion,  careful  of  the  pnblio  and  loyal  to  the  company,  whieh 
from  the  time  of  lU  inception  has  endeavored  to  treat  them 
as  members  of  a  family  gathering. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Foy  in  December,  1904.  he 
was  sacceeded  in  the  Presidency  by  Mr.  E  B  (Wer 
(knighted  1913),  who  ever  since  he  haJ  entered  the^m! 
pany,  had  always  taken  a  very  active  interert  in  its  pro- 
gress and  hereafter  took  a  stiU  more  intimate  share  in 
directing  its  policy  and  development 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

IHB  Niagara  Perry  Completbd-Ice  Jams  on 
THE  River-Okce  More  the  United  Manage- 
MENT  From  "Nugara  to  the  Sea." 

kenwi'-  ■'"''*. °»«»«««™«°t  thebuBinew  on  the  route 
kept  fMt  increaauig  and  it  became  evident  that  morrr 
commodation  should  be  supplied  even  before  irmTr  T 

S:^rr"^"*'^-  '^-therettdeteS'^dt 
S  f  T.  "*'""''■'  ''^''^  ^  '^^^  «°d  size  would  be  a 
«nU  further  step  forward  and  would  be  ready  fir  any^ 
^competito™  should  any  happen  to  arise"^  Mr  "ol^; 
^t^  Great  Bntain  to  make  inquiries  and  on  his  retu™ 
Mr  Angstrom  was  again  engaged  to  prepare  the  desiZ 

Ship  Bmlding  Co.,  of  Toronto,  for  a  steamer  317  S  lon^ 
36  feet  beam,  4.300  horse-power  to  carry  2,500  p^n^ 

a  nl'  nTe  "^Z^'Z^  ^'"'^  '''  "^''^"^'^^  °^  «  '"^^'^  "^ 
"CI  ?fckl"^°'^"  ''''  "*^*  ^^'  suggestions,  and 
in^«  T^I^ets    offered  as  a  prize  to  those  who  might  send 

thirt^  thT  '''"*  r'*  "*  ''^^^P**^-  Two  hundred  and 
thirty-three  nam^  beginning  with  "C"  and  ending  with 

Dublin?  '"*°l"^'»tf^  to  us  by  letters  and  through  the 
pubic  press.    Out  of  these  names  the  name    (7ay«J«  wa^ 

shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  the  district  of  the  inner  American 
ItTe-o^LSc^Cru^^  ^^^  ^-^'  -  «'  -'^^^  ^-  the 
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It  is  also  the  name  of  an  old  and  flourishing  town  in 
Ontario,  near  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  adjacent  to  the  land 
reserved  for  the  Mohawks  under  Brant,  and  still  occupied 
by  their  descendants.  A  very  interesting  annal  was  at  that 
time  exhumed,  being  the  record  kept  by  the  first  Post- 
mastei-  of  this  town  of  Coytiflra,  of  the  spellings  of  the  name 
of  his  post  office  as  actually  written  upon  letters  received 
there  by  him  during  a  period  of  some  twentv-five  years 
The  list  u  curious.  It  seems  strange  that  there  could  have 
been  such  diversity  of  spelling,  but  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  in  the  "thirties"  there  were  not  many  schools,  and 
by  applying  a  phonetic  pronounciation  to  the  names  in  this 


of   H  M^      J  '"^  ^^'  *•••  Po»»<n"«t«r  at  Cayuga, 
which    he  wrote  ••  have  been  received  m  lette«  at  thi 
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Cayagua 
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Kauflfuge 

Cayga 

Keugue 
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Ceaugy 
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Chaugy 

Caug% 

Cayugia 

Caughe 

Cauguay 

Kiucky 

Cayoha 

Canuga 

Kikuwa 

Cayuago 

Caugey 

Cauyga 

Cayueg 

Kaiuke 
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Caugia 
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Kajuka 
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Kaucky 
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Cuagua 
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Ceuga 
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Cayhaigue 
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Cujruga 
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Cayuah 

Cauga 
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S  S  lir  """."'  ^"'"*"  •"'*  pronouncing  each 
i^  ^1;     ut  appreciation  may  be  acquired  of  a  aimilarity 

?he  «Th  '         "?''  ?'  'P'"'"*  "  "  e«eeding.y  varied 

cd  by  the  remit  of  everyone  spelling  as  they  please 

va  J.***  ffrf  ''"«  ««»«"'°"y  launched  in  the  company 's 
yards  at  the  foot  of  Bathurst  street.  Toronto,  on  the  3rd 
o  March  1906.  Miss  Mary  Osier,  daughter  ;f  the  PrL' 
dout.  conferring  the  name. 

^htt^""  *''%*'<'"P'«*'*>°  «f  the  steamer,  the  speed  trials 
J^hK^h  were  of  a  most  interesting  and  important  character 
were  engaged  in.    The  contract  was  that  the  steamer.^der 

Zn  ZZ  "  T ''""'  '"'*  "^^^  -*'^««'  "hould  m^ke  thi 
run  between  Toronto  and  Charlotte,  and  return.  .  di.t«,ce 
of^inety-four  miles  each  way,  at  an  average  sp;ed^% 
mile,  per  hour.  A  further  condition  was  to  maTe  a  thirty' 
mile  run,  being  the  distance  between  Toronto  and  Niagara 
tt^weT"''  r'  "'  '^'/^  ™''«'  P-  hour.    Both  S: 

rnTofTe:rrt:?;r"^ '- ''-  -'-''  -'  *^«  ^•^^- 

When  put  upon  the  route  in  1907,  the  Cayuga  received 
^e  commendation  of  the  travelling  pubUc,  her  weXriy 
capacity  and  speed  enabling  the  leaving  hour  to  be  chang 
ed  from  7  a.m.  to  7.30.  ^ 

ed  LTr^l"  1^^^  """^  been  anticipated  now  develop- 

Zt  ^  by  her  owners  upon  the  Lewiston-Toronto 
route,  making  two  trips  per  day.  She  put  up  a  gallwit 
fight,  but,  against  a  company  making  six  sailings  aleach 

she  could  squeeze  without  finding  a  competitor  alongside 
It  was  found,    too,  that  although    her  speed  was  greater 


u   • 
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than  that  of  any  of  the  other  iteamen  on  the  lake,  the 
wa«  exceeded  in  speed  by  the  Cayuga.  Her  attack  upon 
the  route  waa  met,  aa  the  Niagara  Navigation  Company  In- 
tended it  ahould  be,  by  frequency  of  aailinga  and  atrict  ful- 
Ailment  of  service,  leaving  no  room  for  any  competitor  to 
find  an  opening,  and  by  the  high  average  apeed  maintain- 
ed by  all  ita  steamers  and  particularly  the  new  one.  After 
keeping  up  a  gallant  struggle  until  the  end  of  the  mid-sum- 
mer season,  the  Turbinia  retired  to  her  previous  route  be, 
tween  Toronto  and  Hamilton. 

Another  addition  to  our  dock  properties  waa  now  effect- 
ed. We  had  for  many  years  been  lessees  of  the  dock  at 
Lewiston,  but  now,  in  1908,  became  its  full  owners  by  pur- 
chasing  the  whole  frontage  from  Mr.  Cornell,  our  lessor, 
with  whom  we  had  for  »^  mai^r  years  been  in  cordial  work- 
ing. The  dock  had  fallen  somewhat  out  of  repair  and  very 
considerable  improvements  were  requisite  for  the  conveni- 
ence  of  the  increasing  numbers  of  our  passengers  and  for 
their  comfort.  Fortunately  the  larger  part  of  these  im- 
provements were  postponed  to  the  next  season,  for  during 
the  winter  1908-09,  which  was  exceptionally  severe,  an  ex- 
traordinary freshet  and  piling  up  of  ice  on  the  river  oc- 
curred. 

The  lower  Niagara  River  rarely  freezes  over  in  all 
places,  much  running  water  being  left  in  evidence  and  as 
a  rule  the  ice  which  has  anywhere  been  formed  during 
the  winter  goes  out  into  the  lake  in»the  spring  without  any 
trouble.  There  are  records  of  two  great ' '  Ice  Jams ' '  which 
had  happened  during  the  previous  history  of  the  river. 
The  earliest  of  these  was  in  1825.  During  this  winter  the 
steamer  Queenston  was  under  construction  in  the  ravine 
on  the  Canadian  side  which  opens  up  from  the  river  just 
below  the  Queenston  dock.    In  the  spring  the  preparationa 
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717  !l^  n«d«  rewjjr  for  the  Lnnehmg  when  .n  exwp. 
tional  ice  jam  suddenly  foraed,  oaubg  the  waters  of  the 

^Z^u"^:.  ^'  P""-^  •"  *•»•  ««"  ''»'*«»»  *««  now 
carried  by  the  water  np  against  the  steamer  beeame  so 

gwat  and  dangerous  that  it  was  necessary  to  bloek  her  up 

J^IV*"!!"**'"?.  *•?  """y  '°'"^  *°  »«'•  her  further 
bMk  into  the  gully,  from  here,  after  the  waters  had  sub- 
sided, she  was  sueeessfully  launched. 

Another  instance  was  in  1883,  when  the  waters  and  ice 
rose  exceptionally,  but  beyond  sweeping  the  sheds  off  the 
ijewiston  docks  no  exceptional  damage  was  done. 

This  latest  ice  jam  of  1908-09,  was  according  to  past 
records   and  the  traditions  of  the  oldest  inhabitants,  the 
worst  that  had  ever  been  experienced.     The  winter  had 
been  severe  and  much  ice  had  formed  in  Lake  Erie  and  on 
the  upper  river.     This  was  brought  down  in  successive 
rushes  m  the  spring  during  alternating  frosts  and  thaws, 
■0  that,  the  nver  between  Lewiston  and  the  mouth  had  be- 
oome  jammed  from  bank  to  bank  with  hu»!«)  iloes  of  ice 
heaving  and  heaping  up  on  one  another  and  binding  to- 
gether with  lerracs,  and  crevauet  much  like  the  ice  river 
of  an  Avalanche.    As  the  sueoeMive  ioe  runs  came  down 
thoy  were  dnven  under  the  floes  untU  at  length  the  masses 
grounded  on  the  shallows  at  the  mouths  below  Niagara-on- 
the-Lake. 

The  river  being  now  blocked  up,  the  waters  gradually 
rose  fully  twenty  feet  higher  than  usual  bringing  the  ice 
floes  with  them.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  places  where 
small  sections  of  water  could  be  seen,  the  whole  Rapids 
from  the  Whirlpool  to  the  outlet  of  the  Gorge  at  Lewiston 
was  packed  with  ice  and  the  rapids  eliminated,  a  condition 
never  previously  known.  As  the  spring  thaws  came,  the 
ice  mounds,  being  unable  to  get  exit  below,  mounted  sUll 
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hither  with  mighty  hMvinfi  And  itnigfflfls,  rounding  up 
in  the  centre  of  the  river,  m  had  heen  noticed  to  wme  extent 
in  1883,  and  poshing  and  piling  np  on  the  banki  but  not 
making  any  profrea  down  the  river,  until  it  beeame  evi- 
dent that  Nature  waa  unable  to  brwik  the  barrier  and  im- 
menae  injury  waa  likely  to  oceur. 

At  that  juncture  the  Engineer  Corpa  of  the  United 
Statea  Regular  Army,  at  Buffalo,  initiated  a  aeries  of  ex- 
plosions of  dynamite,  by  eleotrie  mines,  in  the  main  block- 
ade down  near  the  river  mouth  opposite  Fort  Niagara. 
After  several  days  of  very  difficult  and  dangeroua  worit, 
as  much  as  4,000  lbs.  of  dynamite  being  exploded  at  one 
time,  the  blockade  waa  broken,  the  seven  miles  of  ice  be- 
gan to  move  in  alternate  rushes  and  baitings,  until  at 
length  the  river  waa  dear. 

The  situation  had  been  at  timea  alarming.  At  Lewiston 
the  docks  were  completely  engulfed  under  80  feet  of  iee, 
the  ioe  (pinnacles  sweeping  up  high  above  the  level  of  the 
swollen  water  and  carrying  away  a  portion  of  the  gallery 
of  the  hotel.  On  the  Queenston  side  a  mark  baa  been 
placed  about  thirty  feet  above  the  usual  water  level  ahow- 
ing  the  height  to  which  the  ice  hummocks  rose.  At  Nia- 
gara-on-the-Lak«  the  iee  mounted  high  above  the  level  of 
the  do^,  but  by  happy  fortune  a  good  siied  iceberg  had 
grounded  in  the  channel  at  the  end  of  the  dock  leading  in- 
to the  inner  basin.  Here  it  held  out  as  a  buffer  outside 
the  line  of  the  "piling"  along  the  bank,  withstanding  all 
the  attaoka  from  above,  and  thrusting  the  floes  out  into 
the  stream,  thus  preserving  the  dock,  lighthouse  and  build- 
ings from  destruction. 

When  the  waters  subsided  the  shores  of  the  river  for 
twenty  to  thirty  feet  above  the  usual  level  were  found  to 
have  been  swept  clear  of  every  buah  and  tree  from  the 
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rapids  to  the  lake,  a  condition  fiwn  whieh  they  have  aearej. 
ly  yet  reoovered.  It  waa  not  until  the  end  of  May  that  the 
rirer  waa  entirely  free  from  ice.  In  reeonatmetinf  the 
dock  we  were  able  to  introduce  new  improvement!  whieh 
would  not  have  been  previously  poaible. 

1909  brought  no  further  changes  in  the  steamers,  but  n 
gradual  increase  in  the  travelling  due  to  increased  energy 
in  the  cultivation  of  new  business  and  careful  attention 
to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  passengers  by  the  man- 
agement and  efficient  staff. 

For  many  years,  from  time  to  time,  the  company  has 
been  endeavoring    to  purchaae    the  Toronto  docks  which 
were  the  Northern  terminal  oi  liieir  system.    Pour  times 
we  had  been  turned  out  of  its  occupation  and  obliged  to 
find  landing  berths  elsewhere.     The  necessity  of  holding 
their  Toronto  terminal  waa  constantly  before  the  Company 
and  was  the  only  and  complete  sequence  of  the  holding  of 
the  w>veral  terminals  at  the  ports  upon  the  Niagara  B'VAr 
At  last,  in  1910,  the  opportunity  of  purchaae  arose  and 
waa  immediately  availed  of.    With  this  purchaae  the  Com- 
pany completed  the  policy  which  had  been  initiated  from 
its  very  beginning.    This  Yonge  Street  dock  property,  ex- 
tending from  Yonge  Street  to  Scott  Street,  haa  ever  been 
the  steamshipping  centre  of  the  city,  for  traffic  to  all  ports 
on  the  lake.    lU  facilities  can  be  still  more  expanded  so 
that,  for  the  convenience  of  the  public,  all  the  lake  passen- 
ger lines  can  be  concentrated  at  its  wharves  to  the  mutual 
advantage  of  all,  a  policy  which  the  Niagara  Company  de- 
sired to  promote  and  which  has  been  contributed  to  by  the 
porehaae  and  concentration  of  the  steamers  of  the  Ham- 
ilton Line.     This,  effected  in  1911,  concentrates  into  one 
management  an  important  passenger  business  and  brings 
direct  connection,  as  of  old,  between  Hamilton,  the  Head  of 
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the  Lake,  and  the  Niagara  River.  These,  together  with  the 
opening  of  a  new  route  to  the  sonth  shore  by  aervioe  be- 
tween Toronto  and  Olcott,  in  connection  with  the  Inter- 
national Electric  Railway,  will  open  a  new  era  of  contri- 
buting traffic. 

Beginning   with   one   steamer,   the   "Mother   of   the 
Fleet,"  the  Line  from  one  trip  a  day  has,  in  its  35  years 
of  endeavour,  grown  to  be  nothing  short  of  "The  Niagara 
Ferry,"  served  by  swift  steamers,  of  increasing  size,  mak- 
ing six  trips  from  each  side,  leaving  every  two  hours  dur- 
ing the  day,  and  by  persistent  advertising  and  increasingly 
reputable  service,  the  Company  has  made  the  "Niagara 
Hiver  Line"  known  throughout  the  travelling  world,  and 
created  a  business  and  carrying  capacity  which  has  risen 
on  heavy  excursion  days  to  no  less  than  20,000  to  26,000 
passengers  moved  on  one  day.    What  the  "Kyles  of  Bute" 
route   is   to   the   tourist   public   of   Great   Britain   and 
Europe,  the  Niagara  River  Line  is  to  the  tourist  pub- 
lic  of  America.      Toronto   has  trebled    its  population 
and  m  great  industrial  enterprises  is  forging  ahead  of  all 
other  cities  in  Ontario.   Niagara  Falls,  with  its  wonderfully 
increasing  factories  created  by  the  concentration  of  the 
electric  power  in  its  midst,  has  grown  from  being  solely 
a  summer  hotel  town  to  a  great  manufacturing  community. 
Buflfalo,  with  a  population  at  present  of  500,000,  is  ex- 
panding  marvelously.    The  Richelieu  ft  Ontario  Company, 
for  which  the  Niagara  Company  collects  the  pasMnger 
business  of  the  south  shore  through  the  gateway  of  the 
Niagara  and  places  it  for  them  in  Toronto,  has  exceedingly 
increased  their  accommodation  and  made  known  their  ser- 
vice as  a  contributor  to  the  route  from  the  St.  Lawraioe 
to  the  ocean. 

Whatever  success  there  has  been  in  the  past,  the  pro»- 
pects  of  the  future  shine  brighter  still. 
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the'^f  pil'"*'  *'"^  ""^  "•'^  »"^  '^*^'  •»•  «o- 

Pr.  firilf  *^  '•7*°!»«"<*  tl»«t  in  the  early  days  the  .team- 
era  for  Montreal  sailed  direct  from  the  Niagara  River  and 
that  the  guidmg  minds  of  the  Royal  MaU  Line  were  at 
Queenston  in  1847  and  for  subsequent  decades. 

In  the  slump  of  steamboat  traflSc  and  the  decadence  of 
the  river  business  the  Montreal  steamers  had  shortened 
their  route  and  had  made  HamUton,  for  some  time,  and 
^rZ'^r  °*"'  '''  ^^'*^«  ^«^°*  ^-  their  ste^er. 

The  intHKluction  of  the  Niagara  Navigation  Company 
had  produced  a  change  of  conditions  on  the  river,  and  by 
energy  and  bold  investment,  had  created  an  eflfective  local 
organization,  as  has  been  detailed  in  this  narrative 
«.„I!l?^"!"^  Paasenger  business  had  been  attracted  and 
^ntrahzed  untal  Niagara  Falls  had  been  created  in  their 
Annual  Rates  Meetings  by  the  Railway  Companies  as  the 
;rt«tuig  point  of  all  "Summer  Rates  Excisions,"  J 

s^^T^  '^'^'" " '''  ""^^^"^  ^-^«  -^'»  ^ 

At  the  same  time  the  RicheUeu  &  Ontario  Navigation 

^o;7^nH  "^'"^"^  *"  '^'  ^^*^  ^'^  ^«'  h-  grown  in 
r«  *"J^<l'"P'"«nt  to  be  the  premier  steamboat  organ- 
jation  of  Canada,  the  controller  of  the  passenger  lines  of 

^3  ^.r?**  "^'*'"  °^  "^^'•'  ^'^  ««»<*  ™Pid8,  and 
operating  the  longest  continuous  route  of  any  Inland  Navi- 

gation  Company  in  the  world.    In  all,  this  interval  of  yean 

Its  old  advertising  heading  of  "Niagara  to  the  Sea"  had 

been  continuous^  „«i„tained,  it  was  not  unreasonable 

therefore  that  there  should  be  a  desire  to  make  the  old 

f^^n'**"^^"**?  '*°*  "•**  ^y  "''•^'^•""K  *»>«  1<>«»1  organ- 
ization  restore  the  old-time  conditions. 
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Negotiatioiu  had  for  Mme  time  been  in  progrea  mnd 
at  length  in  June,  1913,  at  a  Board  meeting,  presided  over 
(in  the  abwnoe  of  the  Preddent,  Sir  Edmund  CMer  in 
England)  by  Vice-Preaident  Cumberland,  the  originator 
of  the  company,  and  ita  continuous  Yice-Preddent  during 
all  ita  existence,  the  Niagara  Navigation  Co.  waa  formally 
tranaferred  as  a  working  enterprise  in  ful^  operation  to 
the  Richelieu  &  Ontario  Navigation  Co.  The  directors 
of  the  company  at  this  time  and  for  several  years  previ- 
ously were:  President,  Sir  Edmund  Osier;  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Barlow  Cumberland;  Directors— Hon.  J.  J.  Foy, 
K.C.;  Hon.  J.  S.  Hendrie,  C.V.O.;  W.  D.  Matthews,  F. 
Gordon  Osier,  J.  Bruce  Mai^onald.  These  in  succession 
transferred  their  seats  to  the  nominees  of  the  new  owners 
and  Sir  Henry  Pellatt,  C.V.O.,  became  President  of  the 
company. 

The  two  systems  were  thus  joined  into  one.  The  Com- 
pany operating  the  St.  Lawrence  system  came  back  to  its 
old  starting  point  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Niagara 
River.  With  this  is  completed  the  century  and  this  story 
of  the  early  days  of  passenger  movement  on  the  river,  and 
of  the  origin,  rise  and  establishment  of  the  Niagara  Navi- 
gation Company  in  its  contribution  to  the  records  of  sail 
and  steam  on  the  Niagara  River. 

Another  cycle  of  steamboat  navigation  has  paand,  an- 
other era  has  closed  and  a  new  one  has  begun,  and  once 
again  there  is  one  Company  and  one  Management  under 
the  Richelieu  &  Ontario  Navigation  Company  for  the  Nia- 
gara River  and  the  St.  Lawrence  Route,  from  Niaaaro  to 
the  Sea. 


